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The best garage 
is a safe one 



Security, convenience & reliability 


When it comes to remote controlled 
rolling garage door systems, Essati is a 
leader in innovation and quality. 

Since 1995 Essati has been an inventive roller 
shutter garage door company catering for the 
needs of the residential market place. 


In 2006 Essati introduced the insulated aluminium 
rolling garage door system, a sleek and beautiful 
modern rollerdoor of superior quality, conveniently 
operated by a small hand held key fob. This 
system combines security, convenience and 
reliability, with a beautiful stylish door of infinity, 
and it's completely maintenance free! 


ESSATI 


www.essatigaragedoors.co.uk 
01622 765993 


Remote controlled insulated aluminium rolling garage door 
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Fighting back after 
the devastation of 
seeing docks closed 


A COMMUNITY resilience is 
something the county has long since 
had to adopt. 

After all, with the passing of time 
and trends, the requirements of some 
of our traditional industries have 
declined and, as a consequence, 
some have ended altogether. 

Last week, we reflected on the 
30-year anniversary of the start of 
the miners’ strike and how the 
political landscape saw the county’s 
coalfields grind to a halt. 

This week, we once again look 
back at 1984 to an event that 
created a far more seismic 
shake of the county’s 
economy and well-being. 

The decision to close 
Chatham’s dockyard was not 
as political as the miners’ 
strike, one could argue - the 
decline in the need for 
boat-building apparent for 
decades and it was a 
matter of time, 
many felt, rather 
than of political 
colour, as to who 



would close it down - but its impact 
was colossal. 

Some 7,000 people lost their job 
when the doors shut for the final 
time on March 31, 1984. And many 
thousands of others who supported 
the docks and the communities 
found themselves struggling, too. 

Yet the Medway towns are 
resilient. Just like the east Kent 
mining villages. And while it took 
some years to readjust, the growth 
and focus on the future is one to take 
heart from. Yet it is sobering that, 30 
years on, the impact of that day is 
still so keenly felt. Inside, we 
take a look at the docks and 
the implications of the 
closure from the politicians 
i back then and today - plus, 
of course, the workers who 
served their time there. 

All of which leaves me time to 
remind you that the clocks go 
forward one hour on 
Saturday night, 
and not to forget 
to celebrate 
Mother’s Day! 
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Save up to £2,000 with Britelite's fantastic new 

SCRAPPAGE 


SCHEME 


PLUS 


45 % 

OFF 

ALL WINDOWS 
L THIS SPRING 


fitted as standard 


A Britelite window is the most beautiful addition you can make to your 
home. Britelite windows will even add value to your property when the time 
comes to sell. Save £££'s off your heating bill with our high performance 
Triple Glazed windows. A Britelite window will perfectly complement 
your home and what's more, we fit Triple Glazing as standard. We 
recycle 95% of the windows we remove when fitting our new Triple 
Glazing, which allows us to offer an additional scrappage discount. 

Showrooms throughout the 
South East of England 


Windows, Doors & Conservatories 


ist price for orders placed by midnight 13/4/2014. 
Cannot be used in conjunction with any other offer. 


Call 


See website for full addresses 


0800 5070 


Visit our website for a online quote 

www.windows.co.uk 


t Terms & conditions apply. Details available on request. 
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£8.6m to help tackle the 
menace of road potholes 



By Sarah Linney 

editoriaL@kosmedia.co.uk 


MOTORISTS who face a daily 
challenge to avoid hitting one of 
the thousands of potholes on the 
county’s roads were given some 
good news this week when Kent 
County Council was given an extra 
£8.6m towards fixing them. 

The government awarded the 
grant to Kent County Council after 
it lobbied for cash in the wake of 
the wettest winter on record. 

Medway Council received a 
smaller grant of £266,288. 

The cash handouts form part of 
£200m of central government 
funding announced by Chancellor 
George Osborne in the recent 
Budget. 

In total some £44.5m was 
distributed to councils in the South 
East. 

It has been distributed nationwide, 
in addition to more funding to help 
boost flood defences. 

The entire county has suffered 
under the recent deluges, with the 
likes of Yalding, near Maidstone, 
Tonbridge and villages near 
Canterbury among the worst hit. 

In some cases, roads have only 
just reopened after weeks of 


being submerged. 

More than 40 highways crews 
have been fixing the potholes, 
sometimes at the rate of more than 
1,000 a week. 

David Brazier, the county 
council’s cabinet member for 
transport and the environment, 
said: “The roads have taken an 
absolute pounding and the 
government has recognised this. 

“We knew the appalling weather 
was going to cause severe damage 
and we immediately allocated 


funding to ramp up the number of 
crews tackling potholes, although 
our response was initially 
hampered by the wet weather.” 

The council aims to repair 
problems within 28 days of them 
being discovered, although 
dangerous faults should be fixed 
within two hours. 

Medway Council spokesman 
Mark Templeton said: “We were 
pleased to receive the additional 
funding from the government. 

“It will be targeted to areas that 


have suffered during the prolonged 
wet weather.” 

The non-stop rain makes the 
foundations of the road slump and 
causes the road surface to then 
fracture. 

When temperatures drop below 
zero, the situation is exacerbated 
- as ice forms under the surface 
and expands as it freezes, thus 
cracking the surface. 

To report a pothole, motorists 
should visit www.kent.gov.uk or 
www.medway.gov.uk. 


First Kate Bush shows for 
35 years sell out in minutes 


Kings Hill plans slash 
affordable homes as 
housing is cut by 35% 


DETAILS of the next major phase in 
development at Kings Hill in West 
Mailing were unveiled this week - 
and they see a big drop in plans for 
affordable housing. 

The latest planning application 
resubmitted to Tonbridge and 
Mailing Borough Council followed a 
major consultation period after an 
outline application was submitted 
last year. 

At its heart will be some 635 new 
homes - a drop from 975 in the 
original proposals. 

The original 975 homes would 
have comprised more than 40 per 
cent affordable homes - some 390 
dwellings. 

However, as a result of changes in 
planning guidance, it has now 
dropped that share to just 17.5 per cent 
- 112 of the 635 proposed new homes. 

Plans for a petrol station have also 
been scrapped. 

In addition, there will a two-form 
entry primary school - with room to 
expand - which will be built on the 
existing County Supplies site on Gibson 


Drive; an extension to the community 
hall; a skate park; and improvements to 
roads and landscaping. 

The plans were initially submitted 
in 2013 by developer Liberty 
Property Trust along with Kent 
County Council. 

The land included within the 
application has historically been 
zoned for commercial use. 

However, say the developers, local 
supply and demand has altered and 
this change of land-use will see a 
“re-balancing between commercial 
and residential uses”. 

Andrew Blevins, managing 
director of Liberty Property Trust, 
said: “We listened carefully to 
residents’ concerns over the scale of 
new housing and have reduced the 
number proposed. 

“We have worked hard to revise 
our plans, taking into consideration 
the feedback received during the 
various public consultations. 

“Kings Hill will stay true to its 
roots as a mixed-use development, 
with space for business to grow.” 

KMI 


TICKETS for Kate Bush’s first live 
shows for 35 years were snapped 
up just minutes after going on sale 
on Friday morning. 

The singer-songwriter, who was 
bom in Welling and grew up in 
Bexleyheath, is playing a staggering 
22-night residency at the 
Hammersmith Apollo venue. 

The shows begin on August 26 
and run until October 1. Top-price 
tickets were on sale for £135. 


A FRESH plan for the 
management of the High Weald 
was unveiled this week. 

Dubbed a ‘greenprint’ for the 
future, it comes 20 years after the 
publication of its first 
management plan. 

It has been produced by the 
High Weald Area of Outstanding 
Natural Beauty’s joint advisory 
committee. 

The High Weald stretches 


Ms Bush, whose hits include 
Withering Heights, Running Up 
That Hill, This Woman’s Work and 
Babooshka, has not toured since 
1979. 

Now 55, the singer has only ever 
made occasional one-off live 
performances. 

Stringent efforts were made to 
ensure tickets did not fall into the 
hands of touts, with strict limits on 
the number of tickets per person. 


through Kent from Tenterden in 
the east through to Tunbridge 
Wells and into Sussex and Surrey. 

Sally Marsh, co-director of the 
High Weald AONB unit, said: 

“The aim is to encourage the 
sympathetic management and 
conservation of our abundant 
ancient woodland, irregular¬ 
shaped fields and open heaths, 
scattered settlements and unique 
geological features.” 
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Grammar annex plans dealt yet another blow 


HOPES of a grammar school in Sevenoaks have been 
dealt another huge blow after parents at the school 
likely to be behind the scheme rejected plans to 
become mixed. 

With the law preventing the building of any new 
grammars, the only way to provide the town with a 
selective school is for the creation of an annexe of an 
existing school. 


However, when the Weald of Kent girls’ grammar in 
Tonbridge originally planned to open a mixed annex it 
was rejected. So it held a consultation with parents to 
become mixed, which would pave the way for the 
annex. 

Now, however, that too has been rejected. 

The school insists it is not giving up hope and is 
working with Kent County Council on new proposals. 



What next for Manston? 
KLM suspends flights as 
talks with ‘buyer’ begin 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE future of Manston Airport re¬ 
mains uncertain after KLM con¬ 
firmed it was suspending its daily 
Amsterdam service, while MP Sir 
Roger Gale suggested a buyer had 
made an approach. 

It all comes just 10 days after own¬ 
er Ann Gloag informed staff that she 
intended to shut the airport follow¬ 
ing a 45-day statutory consultation 
period. 

The millionaire, and founder of the 
Stagecoach firm, had bought the 
Thanet airfield six months ago in a 
deal worth just £1. But after talks 
with Ryanair to run budget flights 
and a freight deal with British Air¬ 
ways both fell through, she waved 
the white flag and admitted there was 
no hope of profit in the medium term. 

But earlier this week, Sir Roger 
Gale suggested that he had spoken to 
two prospective buyers - and con¬ 
firmed that one had put in an offer to 
Ms Gloag on Thursday. However, the 



UNCLEAR: What now for Manston? 

MP refused to identify the bidder. 

KLM, which provides the only 
passenger service from the airport - 
a twice-daily service to Amsterdam 
- said the uncertainty was seeing it 
suspend services from April 10. An¬ 


yone booked on services beyond that 
date has been given alternatives 
from Heathrow. 

And on Wednesday the union 
Unite, which represents 40 of the 
150 staff who face losing their jobs, 
held talks with management but 
emerged with a gloomy outlook. 

Its representatives said the airport 
was facing closure in mid-May and 
that it was examining options for 
staff at other South East airports. 

Meanwhile, Kent County Council 
and Thanet District Council have 
joined forces to support the Manston 
Airport task force set up by Sir Roger 
and supported by Thanet South MP 
Laura Sandys. 

The task force is expected to work 
with other partners to explore a 
framework for Manston’s future. 
This is likely to include a submission 
to extend the enterprise zone. 

The councils will be meeting 
again “as a matter of urgency” in the 
coming week to discuss the situation 
and say that looking at possible ways 
to keep the airport open will be top of 
the agenda. 


EVENT: Takes place on August 30-31 

Hop festival in 
date change to 
avoid rail work 

ORGANISERS of the Faversham Hop 
Festival have had to move the event 
forward a week to avoid clashing with 
rail engineering works. 

The event was originally planned to 
run over the weekend of September 6-7, 
but work on the rails would have meant 
no train service into the town. 

It is expected the festival will attract 
more than 30,000 people, so to ensure 
they could get to the town without 
problems the date has been pulled 
forward. 

The festival will now take place over 
the weekend of August 30-31. 

David Thompson, managing director 
of the event, said: “We took this difficult 
decision in line with our policy of 
encouraging people to visit the festival 
by train. 

“Our colleagues at Southeastern have 
confirmed that a full service will run 
which will include additional carriages 
over the duration of the festival, and 
Network Rail have been most helpful in 
ensuring no disruption takes place.” 

Network Rail said the engineering 
works taking place on the line were part 
of a £145 million signalling upgrade. 

Swale council leader Andrew Bowles 
said: “I am delighted all parties involved 
have been able to work together to 
ensure the hop festival goes ahead.” 


Padre picks up MBE 
for war-zone bravery 

AN RAF padre who worked in Camp Bastion 
Hospital and helped repatriate more than 50 
British and Afghan military personnel and 
civilians has been awarded an MBE. 

The bravery of the Reverend Dr (Wing 
Commander) Giles Legood, 46, from Maidstone, 
was revealed during a ceremony at the 
Honourable Artillery Company in London. 

During his three-month tour of Afghanistan last 
summer, Padre Legood also provided spiritual 
help to Scottish units that had three men killed in 
action and six wounded, and to Georgian Army 
personnel dealing with a terrorist attack on their 
colleagues, resulting in more than 50 casualties in 
one day. 

Padre Legood said: “It is humbling to receive 
this award, which is, in part, public recognition for 
the work of all military chaplains, which, so often, 
goes on behind the scenes. It was a privilege to 
serve alongside the team at Bastion Hospital, who 
are regularly exposed to horrific scenes.” 


Company fined after 
workers hit by crane 

A LOGISTICS company has been find £10,000 
after two workers were sent crashing five metres 
to the ground while they worked at Manston, 
leaving one with a broken jaw, 11 broken teeth, a 
fractured elbow and a broken pelvis. 

A second worker gashed his leg, suffered 
whiplash and required 10 stitches for a head 
wound. 

The two men, aged 45 and 47, were working on 
May 5, 2013, for CEVA Logistics Ltd at a site in 
Manston. 

They used a truck to raise them so they could 
photograph the improvements they had been 
working on when the machine was hit by an 
overhead crane and the two fell to the floor below. 

The incident was investigated by the Health and 
Safety Executive (HSE), which prosecuted the 
company for safety failings at Margate 
Magistrates’ Court this week. 

Leicestershire-based CEVA was fined £10,000 
and ordered to pay £1,491 costs. 


Free swimming for all 
under-16s in Medway 

MEDWAY Council is creating a splash in this era of 
austerity by confirming this week it is to extend its 
free swimming offer to all under-16s in the area. 

It is already one of the few councils in the 
country to offer free swimming to all under-1 Is 
and over-6 0s. 

Now, as of April 1, that will be open to all 54,200 
under-16s in the area. 

Youngsters will be able to take the plunge for 
free at Medway Park, Strood Sports Centre, 
Hundred of Hoo Sports Centre, Splashes Leisure 
Pool and The Strand. 

It is hoped the initiative will help encourage 
youngsters to take more exercise without making 
a dent in their - or their parents’ - pockets. 

The scheme follows an extra £60,000 
investment by Medway Council. 

The initiative is part of the reward scheme, the 
Medway City Card. It must be held to qualify for 
the free swimming. 

To register: www.medwaycitycard.co.uk. 
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What will make next week’s headlines... 


Landslip rail line will 
be opened ‘this week’ 


THE Hastings to Tonbridge railway 
line is set to open next week, 
according to Network Rail. 

The stretch of track, which also 
serves Tunbridge Wells and High 
Brooms, has been blocked between 
Battle and Robertsbridge since the 
floods and heavy rain at the 
beginning of the year. 

It had been planned to open in 


the first week of March. 

Although no date has been 
confirmed, Network Rail, which 
handles the rail infrastructure, 
says it is “on track” to open the full 
length of line next week. 

Passengers are encouraged to 
check before they travel early next 
week. 

Network Rail’s route managing 



director for Kent, Fiona Taylor, 
said: “This has been a really 
difficult time for passengers on the 
line and I have been continually 
impressed by their patience and 
understanding.” 


Royal to cut the ribbon 
on £95m private hospital 


A L95MILLION new private 
hospital will be given the royal 
seal of approval this week. 

The Kent Institute of 
Medicine & Surgery will be 
officially opened by the Duke of 
Gloucester on Wednesday. 

The independently-owned 
hospital is located near junction 
seven of the M20 in Maidstone. 

It will become the first 


tertiary care centre in the 
county, providing complex 
procedures and acute care in 
areas such as cardiology, 
cardiac surgery, neurology, 
neurosurgery, complex 
orthopaedics and surgical 
oncology. 

More than 300 staff will 
work at the hospital, which has 
taken two years to build. 


also 


PCC off to Holiday Inn 

ANN Barnes will attend a meeting of the 
Kent Association of Local Councils this 
week. 

The Police and Crime Commissioner 
will bring those attending up to speed on 
her vision for Kent Police at the event at the 
Holiday Inn on Maidstone Road, Ashford. 


Farage v Clegg (round 2) 

UKIP leader Nigel Farage will go head to 
head with deputy prime minister Nick 
Clegg on Europe again this week. 

After the two took part in the first debate 
on LBC radio on Wednesday they will now 
lock horns in an hour-long debate to be 
broadcast on BBC2. 


Comic's ticket deadline 

ANYONE hoping to be successful in the 
ballot for a ticket to see an intimate 
warm-up show by comedian Lee Evans 
will hear by Monday 
The star is performing at the Theatre 
Royal in Margate on May 18. The theatre 
awarded tickets by ballot. 


KCC boundary meeting 

COUNCILLORS on Kent County Council’s 
electoral and boundary review committee 
will meet again this week. 

The meeting will discuss further plans to 
make the county’s electorate divisions 
more even in number. The meeting takes 
place at County Hall on Tuesday. 



% CLARKES EX-DISPLAY 
off MODEL CLEARANCE 


Aurora Large Sideboard 

Crafted using beautiful European Oak solids and Oak veneers. Soft profile 
and sculpted details. Soft close drawers and doors. Durable matt lacquer 
finish. Solid sculptured handles. Ex showroom model. 

was £1165 


NOW £695 



Coniston 2 Seat Pillow Back Sofa 

Contemporary styled. Pillow-back design. Fully revisable seat and back 
cushions. Complete with 2 arm and 2 scatter cushions. Fully hand tailored 
in a combination of stunning & beautiful soft covers. Ex Showroom model. 

was £945 


NOW £495 


H 


Nolte Sarnia 240cm Sliding Door Robe 

Contemporary 3 door wardrobe. Sliding door for easy access and great 
storage. 2 shelves and 1 hanging rail per wardrobe section. N9 Rejka Oak 
finish with mirror & non-mirror doors. Ex showroom model. 

was £1434 


NOW £859 



Nashville Recliner Corner Group 

Contemporary recliner corner group. Fully hand tailored in luxurious leather. 
Features two manual action recliner end units. 

Ex Showroom model 

was £3634 


NOW £1996 



Bergen Wall System 

Product Dimensions (cm) w 316.5cm x h 197.5cm x d 52cm 
Contemporary wall system. Crafted using Oak solids and veneers. 
Ex showroom model. 


was £3848 


NOW £1687 



Ercol Ravenna Hide Sofa 

Contemporary ‘Ercol’ sofa. Combines comfort and elegant design. 
Beautiful quality show-wood. Fully hand-tailored in luxurious leather. 
Ex Showroom model 

was £2470 


NOW £1494 


Tavistock 2 Door Wardrobe 

Product Dimensions (cm) w 117cm x h 194.2cm x d 61.0cm 
Fabulous 2 door all-hanging wardrobe. Generous Ash frame and relaxed 
styling. Ex Showroom model. 

was £859 


NOW £399 


Ixworth 2 Seater Sofa 

Classically styled 2 seater sofa. Fully revisable seat and back cushions. 

Two matching scatter cushions. Fully hand tailored in stunning & beautiful soft 
cover. Ex Showroom model. 

was £1244 


NOW £736 


PLUS sofas chairs tables sideboards coffee tables beds 
wardrobes chests rugs pictures mirrors etc etc. 

Finishes Sunday 30th March Subject to availability 

Sandling Road, Maidstone 01622 753073 www.clarkesfumishers.co.uk 


piorkpc 
v_y I cl I r\o o 

furnishers 
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Our beautiful new 
show house is now open. 



Audley Mote House. 

Luxury retirement village. 

Downsizing is a big decision, so make it a move to be proud of. Its your 
house, after all. 

Our new show house within the original Walled Garden at Mote House retirement 
village is now open. Come and experience life at Audley with an exclusive tour. 

Move to Audley Mote House and experience a truly independent lifestyle in a 
beautiful and secure environment. Own your own luxury cottage or apartment and 
enjoy the freedom of having your property and gardens maintained for you. 

Join us at one of our open days for a private tour. And if you reserve a property 
by the end of May we will pay your stamp duty*. 

Monday 31st March to Sunday 6th April 

Call us now to book your place or to arrange a different date. 


Mote Park, Nr Bearsted, Kent ME15 8NQ 



Marketing Suite open daily 9am - 5.30pm 
Properties from £280,950 - £505,950 

*Terms and conditions apply, please see website for more information. 


Call us to book your place. 

01622 297 093 


A 

AUDLEY 


www.audleyretirement.co.uk 


GOOD 

MOVE 
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Donations from around world 
for tragic cyclist killed on road 


Family moved as 
money pours in for 
Christian Smith’s 
charity fund-raising 
website, as Chris 
Murphy reports 

C YCLISTS and well-wishers 
from around the world 
have responded by donat¬ 
ing tens of thousands of 
pounds in tribute to tragic 
father-of-three Christian Smith, who 
was killed last weekend as he took 
part in a charity fund-raising event. 

The 38-year-old, from Boughton 
Aluph, near Ashford, was 19 hours 
into a marathon 24-hour, 248-mile 
cycle around the county to raise mon¬ 
ey for mental-health charity Mind. 

He was hit by a car at Chestfield, 
near Whitstable, at about 4am last 
Saturday. 

Mr Smith had aimed to raise 
£1,000 for the fund, promising to 
“cycle naked around Wye” if he did. 

But after news of his tragic death 
spread, donations to his dedicated 
charity site began to flood in. 

By Thursday it had already topped 
the £75,000 mark. 

In a statement issued on Tuesday, 
his grief-stricken family said: “Even 
in the depths of our grief we are 
moved beyond belief at the outpour¬ 
ing of love and support that has been 
shown by so many, especially as most 
didn’t even know Christian. 

“His story has touched cyclists and 
mental-health sufferers, families and 
individuals across the world. 

“He is a husband, father, son, 
brother, uncle, cousin and friend who 
will always be so dearly loved and 
remembered. 

“We are all so proud of everything 
he has achieved. His death was tragic 
and we pray that no one else has to 
suffer similar sorrow and heartache. 



WEBSITE: Tens of thousands of pounds have been pledged on Christian Smith’s charity website by cyclists and well-wishers from around the world 


GIVING AS A RESPONSE TO TRAGEDY 


IT is not the first time that a tragic 
death during a charity event has 
sparked a flurry of donations. 

According to psychologist 
Stephen Bayliss, from Hythe, it 
forms a tangible way for us to 
acknowledge heroic endeavour 
that comes at the highest of prices. 

He told us: “It highlights many 
positive aspects of people and our 
basic needs as humans. Empathy 
is one such need. Individuals show 


“Christian had a great sense of hu¬ 
mour - he loved life and his family 
and was a dedicated cyclist.” 

Mr Smith had explained why he 
was raising money for Mind on his 
website. 

He said: “I have had my own mis- 


empathy for the deceased and 
their family and friends, leading to 
us wanting to take clear action. 

“A death, even of someone we 
do not know, can make us feel 
helpless and may also remind 
people of their own mortality, or of 
a loss of their own loved one. 

“A positive action such as a 
charitable donation helps us to feel 
that we do have some control in 
our life, even in an awful situation 


fortune to suffer from a spate of poor 
mental health, which was unexpect¬ 
ed and has been a real ‘game chang¬ 
er’ in how I now view the future. 

“It’s been a tough road to get to this 
point, but I’ve been fortunate to have 
the support of family and friends.” 


such as bereavement. 

“Another basic human need is to 
feel we belong to a group, whether 
that is of family, friends, work or 
defined by our hobbies and 
interests, or simply where we live. 

“A donation can make us feel 
part of a group, whether that 
relates to the specific charity, or 
the fund-raising generally by the 
event in question.” 


Paul Farmer, chief executive of 
Mind, said: “We were shocked and 
saddened to hear of the tragic death of 
Christian Smith. Our thoughts go to 
his family and friends at this time. 

“Mind is grateful for the continued 
dedication of all our fund-raisers, 


without whom we could not support 
those affected by mental-health prob¬ 
lems in England and Wales.” 

Officers investigating Mr Smith’s 
death made two arrests this week. 

A 19-year-old man from the Herne 
Bay area has been arrested on suspi¬ 
cion of causing death by dangerous 
driving and bailed pending further 
investigation until July 27. 

Also, an 18-year-old woman was 
arrested on suspicion of causing 
death by dangerous driving and 
driving with excess breath alcohol. 
She has been bailed until July 26. 

An appeal for witnesses continues, 
including a taxi believed to have been 
in the area at the time. 

PC Jamie Woodhams, of the Seri¬ 
ous Collision Investigation Unit at 
Kent Police, said: “I don’t believe the 
driver was involved in the collision, 
but they could hold valuable details.” 

Call PC Woodhams on 01622 
798538. 



CHANNEL ATTEMPT: Susan Taylor collapsed just one mile from France 


Untimely deaths of swimmer and runner 
have also prompted generous outpourings 


ON July 14 last year, Susan Taylor 
walked into the English Channel at 
Dover and began a gruelling effort 
to swim across the world’s busiest 
shipping lane in aid of charity. 

All had gone well until she was 
just one mile from the French coast. 

Then she suddenly collapsed in the 
water. 

Despite desperate efforts to revive 
her and rush her to hospital, she died 
soon after. 

The 34-year-old’s death shook the 
nation. Thousands donated money 
to her dedicated web-page and two 
charities she was fund-raising for 


ultimately benefited to the tune of 
almost £82,000. 

It was a similar story when Claire 
Squires suffered a fatal cardiac arrest 
during last year’s London Marathon 
as she approached the finish line. 

The 30-year-old hairdresser, an 
experienced runner, collapsed and 
never regained consciousness. 

She had hoped to raise £500 for 
the Samaritans. Donations from the 
public saw that figure eventually 
swell to £1.2 million. 

■ To donate to Christian Smith’s 
charity page, visit www.justgiving. 
com/KentEpic. 
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Comedy legend still bringing 
some sunshine into our lives 


Thirty years after his death, a revamped stage show dedicated 
to comedian Eric Morecambe hits the road. Chris Britcher 
met the men behind the tribute, in their Canterbury rehearsal 
rooms, and spoke to the legend’s eldest son... 


O N the evening of May 27, 
1984, Eric Morecambe 
arrived at a theatre in 
Gloucestershire to be the 
star turn in a show staged 
by a fellow comic and old chum. 

In a question and answer session at 
the end of the first half of a show 
staged by Stan Stennett, at the Roses 
Theatre in Tewkesbury, the bespecta¬ 
cled comedian did what he did best - 
utterly charm an audience already 
enchanted with him. 

During the interval he would enjoy 
a pot of tea before re-appearing, un¬ 
expectedly, alongside the final act of 
the night, Alan Randall, a renowned 
solo instrumentalist. Pretending to 
play along, he had the audience in 
stitches once again. 

Even without his comedy partner 
of 43 years, Ernie Wise, he was a mas¬ 
ter of his craft. 

“Is that it then? ” he said to Mr Ran¬ 
dall as his act came to an end. 

Walking off to rapturous applause, 
and a host of curtain calls, they 


would be the last words Eric More¬ 
cambe ever uttered. 

As he walked into the wings he col¬ 
lapsed after suffering a massive heart 
attack. His third. His wife Joan, sat in 
the audience, rushed to his side. 

A little over five-and-a-half hours 
later - and 30 years ago this year - one 
of Britain’s best-loved comics was dead 
and the nation went into mourning. 

“I was at his house when he died,” 
remembers Gary Morecambe, Eric’s 
eldest son. “I was looking after their 
house while they were away at the 
show. 

“After it happened, I was getting 
calls at his home about him. It was all 


rather strange. I was left absolutely 
shocked. 

“He always said if he had a third 
heart attack it would kill him. And it 
did.” 

Gary Morecambe, now 55, is a rare 
visitor to Kent. 

His last visit was as a babe in arms 
with his mother and father after a 
visit to Margate; the town in which, 
during the 1940s, his mother had 
been crowned Miss Margate at a pub 
owned by her brother. 

He’s a friendly chap and it’s easy to 
glimpse the family resemblance. 
What’s more, he is perhaps the finest 
champion of his father’s legacy; an 


author of a host of books, and a close 
involvement in the numerous projects 
which continue to be generated by 
the warmth and hilarity generated by 
Morecambe and Wise. 

It’s somewhat more bizarre when 
he sits himself next to a man who has 
developed an enviable reputation for 
his portrayal of his father. 

Bob Golding, 43, has all the man¬ 
nerisms of Eric, and for good reason. 
For he is the star of a remarkable 
show which charts the life of the com¬ 
ic - from birth to death via a roller¬ 
coaster life and a fame which, to this 
day, engages and inspires a host of 
generations. 


The show, Morecambe, is no new¬ 
comer to the touring circuit. 

Penned by Tim Whitnall, from an 
initial idea by Mr Golding, it went to 
the Edinburgh Festival in 2009 and 
won its writer and Mr Golding plenty 
of plaudits. 

A fter a UK tour and West 
End run it emerged the 
proud owner of a prestig¬ 
ious Olivier Award with Mr 
Golding nominated for best actor. 

Now it is back, revamped, and un¬ 
der the direction of Kent’s Paul Hendy 
- the former TV presenter turned 
pantomime king who, along with 
wife Emily Wood, is one half of Evolu¬ 
tion, the production company behind 
a host of money-spinning pantos, 
most notably the annual knees up at 
Canterbury’s Marlowe Theatre. 

For Mr Hendy, a self-obsessed More¬ 
cambe and Wise devotee, this is very 
much a labour of love. (At his home in 
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Eastry, near Dover, the walls are lined 
with old posters dedicated to live 
performances by the comedy duo). 

“In 1977 Morecambe and Wise 
were at their absolute peak,” Mr 
Hendy, 47, explains, as we sit amongst 
the props at the play’s rehearsal rooms 
at the Phoenix Performing Arts studi¬ 
os close to Canterbury West station. 

He and Mr Golding - who to a gen¬ 
eration is the voice behind both Milo 
and Max on children’s TV hit the 
Tweenies - had been camped there 
for several weeks, fine tuning the pro¬ 
duction for its re-birth. 

“The Christmas show pulled in 27 
million viewers,” adds Mr Hendy, “I 
was 11 at the time and all I remember 
thinking was that was what I wanted 
to do. I didn’t want to just copy them, 
but I wanted to be part of that enter¬ 
tainment world. It was mesmerising.” 

To put it into context, 27m is akin 
to half of the entire population tuning 
in, at the same time - this is before the 
days of video and iPlayer, let us not 
forget - to watch two comics at the 
very height of their powers. 

“They managed to appeal to every¬ 
one,” adds Mr Hendy. “The young¬ 
sters, like me, loved it because it was 
so funny, and the older generation en¬ 
joyed it because it harked back to an 
earlier form - a variety show. 

“Ultimately, they were at the top of 
their game, working with people at the 
top of their game and creating magic. 

“Tommy Cooper was possibly the 
only performer of the time close to 
them, but while you can do an im¬ 
pression of Tommy, you can’t really 
remember his sketches. Not like you 
can with Morecambe and Wise.” 

M orecambe, the play, opened 
a UK tour which straddles 
March through to June, on 
Friday. It will call in at 
both Canterbury and Dartford on a 
hectic schedule. 

Today, though, three of the 
most significant figures in the 
production are gathered togeth¬ 
er in the same room. 

Gary Morecambe is assist¬ 
ant producer - a title he 
openly admits “means noth¬ 
ing, but I wanted to be in¬ 
volved” - Paul Hendy has invested 
considerable time and money into the 
show, and Bob Golding is having to 
fine-tune something of a theatrical 
tour de force - a 90-minute show 
where he is on stage for every minute, 


have been far more disrupted. 

He explained: “Michael was a dear 
friend but he would say they never 
had any settled family life. But because 
of my mother, we didn’t have that. 

“I remember chatting to Sean and 
he suggested we form a Sons of Dead 
Comedians Society - because he was 
friends with Harry Secombe’s son.” 

And Ernie? 

“Well Ernie and his wife didn’t have 
chidlren, so we didn’t know him so well. 

“He was always Uncle Ern when we 
were kids, but after Eric died I saw a 
lot more of him and get to know him a 
bit better. 

“My father would never let anyone 
criticise Ernie. He was extremely de¬ 
fensive of him. 

“What’s more he would never make 
jokes at his expense behind his back 
- only ever if Ernie was in the room. 
They were a very protective partner¬ 
ship. But then were together longer 
than most marriages.” 

he play, Morecambe, is no 
simple tribute piece. And 
while there are plenty of 
laughs, it doesn’t shirk from 
other issues either - such as the heart 
attacks which dogged Eric More¬ 
cambe in his adult life and would 
eventually kill him. 

“I saw the original when it came to 
Margate,” explains Paul Hendy, “and 
beforehand I thought ‘is this just 
someone doing an impression?’. 

“Within seconds I realised it was so 
much more. Whilst not an impres¬ 
sion, it has the spirit of Morecambe 
and Wise in it. 

“We’ve tried to move the original 
play on and make it a little shinier. 
And, of course, it means a great deal 
to me.” 

Which is a neat way of encapsulat¬ 
ing Eric Morecambe’s hold on the 
British public, some three decades 
since his death. Eric and Ernie meant 
a great deal to many people. 

From 40-somethings today who 
remember watching it with their 
parents, to students aware of the 
duo’s impact on popular culture and 
their sense of timing and good fun. 

They brought happiness. And, of 
course, they brought sunshine. 

■ Morecambe is touring the UK now. 
It arrives at Canterbury’s Marlowe 
Theatre on April 16. Tickets: www. 
marlowetheatre.com or via the box 
office on 01227 787 787. It also ap¬ 
pears at Dartford’s Orchard Theatre 
on June 16. See www.orchardthea- 
tre.co.uk or call 01322 220000. 






ALWAYS THERE : Gary Morecambe has fond memories of a father loved by the public, as Bob Golding looks on 


the only performer, taking on dozens 
of roles. 

Is it, then, not odd for Gary More¬ 
cambe to see someone - and he ad¬ 
mits he and Bob have become good 
friends - portraying his father? 

“Well, I’d seen Kenneth Branagh 
direct a play about them [The Play 
Wot I Wrote, back in 2001] so it 
wasn’t the first time I’d seen my father 
portrayed in such a way. 

“What struck me about Morecambe 
was the play itself. It’s the script, the 
production. Bob does 
some 55 characters in 
the 90 minutes.” 

It’s a somewhat 
surreal experi¬ 
ence seeing Mr 
Golding go 
full 



Morecambe mode - there is an aura 
about him which is almost intimidat¬ 
ing - it is uncannily accurate. 

For Mr Morecambe, however, it has 
never been a particularly normal life 
- although he admits his mother did a 
wonderful job in keeping a calm and 
steady home life in the midst of his fa¬ 
ther becoming a household name. 

“At the age of five, when I first went to 
school,” he says, “I can remember peo¬ 
ple saying they’d seen my Dad on TV. I’d 
thought it was just us watching it. 

“I remember going home and 
speaking to my Dad about it and he 
said ‘just enjoy it while it lasts’. 

k k “My father would 
never let anyone 
criticise Ernie. He was 
extremely defensive of 
him. They were a 
very protective 
partnership ff 


Gary Morecambe, 

On Morecambe and Wise 


He thought they’d have two good 
years and then be back in panto. 
Ironic that 30 years after his death 
I’m still here. 

“I think he did his best at being a 
father but it was strange because of 
his profession. He was absent for a lot 
of my earlier childhood and then at 
the end of it he was around all the 
time. It was a shame it wasn’t the 
other way around because at 20-21,1 
was doing my own thing.” 

So did he ever crave a more anony¬ 
mous childhood? 

“To be honest,” he says, “it was just 
that for the most part. 

“But once you went beyond the gar¬ 
den and into the street, especially in 
the 1970s, if you went on a ten-minute 
walk with him you always had to 
write off an hour, as he’d always stop 
and perform for people. 

“The show business was there but 
it was rather removed. It would only 
rear its head if there was a big event 
and suddenly I’d be sat in the Dorches¬ 
ter next to Elton John. I’d go home 
and that was it for six months.” 

Having met and become good 
friends with the late Michael Sellers, 
the son of the legendary Peter, and 
Sean Milligan, son of Goons star Spike, 
he would come to realise that life could 


‘The longest overnight success in 
show business’; duo’s rise to glory 


THAT a compilation of their finest 
moments continues to air each 
Saturday night on prime-time BBC2 
says much of the nation’s apparently 
relentless appetite for the talents of 
Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise. 

Not that the duo’s remarkable 
rise to becoming household names 
happened fast. 

As Gary Morecambe puts it, they 
had the “longest overnight success in 
show business”. 

Born Ernie Wiseman and John 
Eric Bartholomew - Eric changed 
his name to that of his home town, 
the seaside resort of Morecambe - 
their partnership was formed in 
1941, when they were both in their 


mid-teens, in the music halls of the 
north. Disrupted by war service, 
they resumed in 1946 and as a duo 
they began to enjoy success, 
eventually breaking into radio. 

Forgotten by many was their first 
foray into TV in 1954. 

Their show Running Wild was 
panned by critics and they retreated 
to continue to work on their act in 
theatres around the county. 

After returning in the early 60s 
to the small screen, it was in 1968 
where they embarked on the most 
memorable part of their career. 

The Morecambe and Wise Show on the 
BBC became TV gold and beloved of 
audiences and celebrities who flocked 


to be guest stars. Among them was 
Whitstable’s Peter Cushing who would 
make a host of appearances. 

With their trademark song and 
dance to Bring Me Sunshine, they 
hit a high in 1977 when they pulled 
in 27m viewers. Only to stun the 
entertainment world a month later 
when they announced they were 
taking their show to ITV. 

Their show continued with the last 
being the 1983 Christmas special - 
aired just a few months before Eric 
Morecambe’s death. 

Only that ended the partnership of 
43 years. Ernie Wise would survive 
until 1999, when he died, aged 73, of 
heart failure. 



Picture: BBC 


COMEDY GOLD: Eric Morecambe and Ernie Wise are still much revered 
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Mercedes-Benz 


Sparshatts of Kent Ltd 


Leacon Road, Brookfield Industrial Estate 
Ashford, Kent TN23 4TU 
Unit 10, Eurolink Industrial Estate 

ME10 3RN Sittingbourne 


Be thelfirst to have yoi 
MOT at Sparshatts of 
Kent, at Ashford and 
SittingnWne 


FROM 


Sparshatts of Kent is delighted to 
announce that it is now able to offer 
class 4,5 and 7 MOT at it’s depots in 
Ashford & Sittingbourne: 


For more information and to book your MOT, 

PLEASE CALL THE ASHFORD 
DEPOT DIRECTLY ON: 01233 610400 
OR SITTINGBOURNE: 01795 479571 


Go on... G© 
D©t£y and 
raise funds 
for Demelza’s 
hospice care 

The Sittingbourne charity provides much-needed 
children’s care but the costs are high, some £9m 
this year, join Kent on Sunday and a host of others 
this June to raise as much cash as possible... 


S OME sixteen years ago, born from one 
family’s agonising heartache, the 
Demelza children’s hospice organisa¬ 
tion drew its first breath. 

And since then, it has become an 
essential cog in the, at times, heart-wrenching 
and awe-inspiring, respite care of children. 

From its site in Sittingbourne it has extended 
its reach into south London and East Sussex, 
with an ethos of care and understanding 
extending to both the patient and the family 
network which surrounds them. 

For those who have used its service, it has 
played a vital role. 

Yet to maintain the service requires a colossal 
amount of money. 

To fund the sites, the staff and the cutting- 
edge technology does not come cheap. 

A conservative estimate puts the total run¬ 
ning cost at around the £9 million for this year 
alone. And that demand for such a sum 
comes around each and eve¬ 
ry 12 months. 

All of which under¬ 
lines why the Go Dotty 
campaign - a week-long 
series of events designed to 
raise awareness and vital 
funds - is such an integral 
part of the Demelza Hos¬ 
pice Care for Children’s 
fundraising campaigns. 

This year’s event 
runs from June 
13-20 and co¬ 
incides with 
Children’s Hos¬ 
pice Week. 

And we’re delighted to confirm 
that this year this newspaper is back¬ 
ing the event. 

Explains Damian Leonard, head of 
marketing at Demelza: “Go Dotty is 
one of our biggest and most popular 
charity events. It embraces every¬ 
one from the big corporate sup¬ 
porters we have to individuals. 

“And the most important 

KM 


thing is that every single penny we raise means 
the world to us. 

“Whatever you do, however small, it’s so im¬ 
portant we get your support.” 

The charity’s headquarters is a 10-bed hospice 
in Bobbing, near Sittingbourne, which provides 
a wide range of hospice and care services to 
children, young people and their families. 

Life-limited or life threatened children, or 
young people, and their families benefit from a 
wide range of facilities that include a multi-sen¬ 
sory room, hydrotherapy pool and a host of 
other special features for children of all ages. 

Mr Leonard adds: “One of our aims is to make 
the most of every moment that the child or 
young person spends at Demelza. Parents have 
described having the opportunity of an undis¬ 
turbed night’s sleep as pure luxury.” 

It offers breaks for parents and families, palli¬ 
ative care, day care, information, around the 
clock support and bereavement counselling. 

Taking part in the Go Dotty campaign 
this year will be organisations including 
NatWest, Nando’s and Charlton FC. 

All have already pledged to sport 
some spots with a dotty fund¬ 
raiser and 40 stores of Greggs 
will be selling a special 
Demelza dotty biscuit dur¬ 
ing the week. 

Not to mention the Go 
Dotty mascot who will be 
making a trip around the 
county to help whip up 
support. 

Natalie Tegg, 
Demelza’s head of 
partnerships, added: “We 
need your help to make it big¬ 
ger and better than last year. 
“Please embrace the polka dot 
and do your bit for your local 
children’s hospice. Go Dotty is 
a fun way to support Demelza 
and it really does make 
such a difference to the 
work we can do with fam¬ 
ilies across your area.” 
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What is Demelza? 






RESPITE: Demelza 


opened in 1998 just 


outside Sittingbourne 


How a daughter’s death brought 
children’s respite services to Kent 


DEMELZA was set up by Derek and Jennifer 
Phillips following the death of their daughter, 
Demelza, from a brain tumour at the age of 24. 

Demelza worked at Acorn’s children’s 
hospice in Birmingham and the couple realised 
the south east was in dire need of a similar 
facility - at the time the nearest children’s 
hospice was in Oxford. 

Derek and Jennifer’s hard work in fundraising 
and publicity resulted in the opening of the 
hospice just outside Sittingbourne, set in six 
acres of beautiful Kent countryside, in 1998. 

In 2009, after a two-year £6.5 million 
fund-raising drive, Demelza opened a second 
hospice, this time in Eltham to cater for the 
many families in need across south east London. 

It was officially opened in June, 2009, by 
Demelza vice presidents and Olympic champi¬ 
ons Jayne Torvill and Robin Cousins. As well as 
overnight respite stays the hospice, in the heart 
of Eltham, also offers day care for children. 

Demelza also operates a community nursing 
team which offers a hospice at home service for 
children across East Sussex. 

Specialist paediatric nurses go directly into 
the family homes to provide care, crisis 


intervention, and on-call service and respite. 

The hospice at home care service started as 
James House following the death of 11-year-old 
James Gooch from a rare and incurable genetic 
disorder. The merger with Demelza in 2004 
saw the name change to Demelza James and it 
is now known as Demelza Community. 

Families who use the hospice at home care 
service also have the option of using Demelza’s 
hospice facilities. 

The high quality specialist care offered by 
Demelza is focused on the whole family, not just 
the child who is ill. 

Siblings are invited on numerous trips and 
activities and given a chance to socialise with 
children in the same situation. 

It also offers therapies including music and 
art therapy and complementary therapies for 
the whole family. 

At the end of the child’s illness, it offers a 
comprehensive service of support using a 
bereavement suite, which enables a family to 
let go and say goodbye at their own pace. 

It continues to offer bereavement support 
for families, however long it is since their child 
passed away. 


“ADDING life to days when days cannot be added 
to life” is the ethos of Demelza Hospice Care for 
Children. 

Demelza provides care and a place to play relax 
and recharge, for nearly 800 children with 
life-limiting or life-threatening conditions and their 
families. 

Both its 10-bed hospice in Sittingbourne and 
six-bed hospice in Eltham, south east London, offer 
a range of specialist services, including day care, 
short-stay care, symptom control, end-of-life care, 
psycho-social therapies and bereavement support 
for the whole family. 

The care team is led by specialist children’s 
palliative care nurses and its facilities ensure 
children make the most of their stay at the hospice. 



for Demelza 2014 


FIND out more about Go Dotty and 
Demelza by visiting the website - 
www.demelza.org.uk. 

You can ‘like 5 the charity’s 
Facebook page - www.facebook. 
com/demelzahospice - or tweet 
the hospice on Twitter at @ 
demelzahospice #godotty. 

And for a visit from Demelza’s 
Dotty mascot, ring 01795 845288 or 
email godotty@demelza.org.uk. 


dover Calais 


Up to 46 daily 
crossings with us 

Sail when you want to sail 


■ —i 

i i 1 ' Mum; 



Enjoy a fantastic journey to France with our great value tickets. Because our service 
is focussed on you, there are frequent sailings for your convenience, the luxury of a 
peaceful Club Lounge and a great choice of restaurants. And if you love a bargain, 
we've a huge shop where you can make savings of up to 40% on RRP. We've made 
sure our service is just right for you. 

For all our best prices on tickets, book yours direct today at POferries.com 


dover to Calais 

web fare, each way from 

includes car and up to 9 people. 


39 


Book direct with us 
08716 64 64 64 

POfernes.corri 


P&O ^ Ferries 


Calls cost lOp per minute plus network extras. Calls from mobiles will be higher. 


*Web fare including all taxes. Phone bookings are subject to a booking fee of £5. Fare applies to 
restricted space, sailings and dates. Full terms and conditions apply. 
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Hitting back against the abusers 

Kent Police and Crime Commissioner Ann Barnes’ latest exclusive column for KoS reports on her new 
appointment of a youth commissioner and how she is determined to keep battling domestic abuse 





H ELLO to you all. It has 
been a busy time for me 
as usual with a packed 
programme at work and 
at home, as our family 
welcomed our newest member - a 
wonderful grandson. 

This is my second grandchild, and 
the joy of becoming a grandmother 
once again is just as strong as it was 
the first time. 

Since I last wrote to KoS readers, I 
have announced my youth commis¬ 
sioner. Kerry Boyd, is an extremely 
focused student from Garlinge, who 
will be the link between the county’s 
young people and policing. 

Just 19, Kerry has been on a month¬ 
long induction and will begin her role 
full-time in April. Her position will be 
critical in helping ensure our young 
people stay out of the criminal justice 
system and in creating an education¬ 
al programme around the challenges 
they face; from knife crime on the 
streets to cyber-crime in the home. 

It has also been a month when we 
made great strides in our campaign to 
raise the profile of domestic abuse and 
to encourage more people to report it. 
Odd as it may sound, I am heart¬ 


ened when I see a rise in the number 
of reported domestic violence crimes; 
it means that more people are trust¬ 
ing Kent Police to deal with their 
complaint. 

It takes enormous courage for a 
victim who is suffering this type of 
abuse to come forward. 

I am also reassured to see reporting 
from repeat victims is on the decline. 

Domestic violence is a horrific crime 
that strips a person of their dignity. It 
is a crime which often remains hidden 
in our homes, the very place where 
we should feel most safe and secure. 

I am quite sure confronting vio¬ 
lence at home is the most difficult and 
emotional thing anyone will ever 
have to face. 

There is not just one form of domes¬ 
tic abuse but several: physical, 
psychological, sexual and financial. 

All of it takes place behind closed 
doors in controlling and bullying re¬ 
lationships, and often comes from the 
abuser’s desire for power and control. 

Domestic abuse is repetitive and life 
threatening; it takes place regardless 
of race, ethnicity, religion, class, 
disability or lifestyle. 

And it gets worse over time - it rare¬ 


ly gets better - destroying the lives of 
those affected and their families. 

Did you know nearly three-quar¬ 
ters of all children on social services’ 
registers live in households where 
abuse takes place, and a high propor¬ 
tion of them are also victims? 

We have to stop this happening. 

The HMIC report on how police 
forces in England and Wales tackle 
domestic abuse was published this 
week. While it shows there is much 
more to do, it does confirm Kent’s ab¬ 
solute focus to help victims. I wel¬ 
come the report because any debate 
helps to raise awareness of this despi¬ 
cable crime. 

One way we can help is through 
Clare’s Law. 

The scheme is named after Clare 
Wood, who was killed by her ex-boy¬ 
friend George Appleton in 2009. 

Appleton had a violent past that Ms 
Wood knew nothing about. 

Clare’s Law allows people to request 
information about their partners. 

Based on the information disclosed 
they will be able to make an informed 
decision about their relationship - 
meaning they could escape potential¬ 
ly dangerous situations - before any 


harm comes to them or their loved 
ones. So if you are victim of domestic 
abuse, please be reassured you are 
not alone - there is support for you. 

You can get assistance from Kent 
Police by telephoning 101, or of 
course, 999 if you are in immediate 
danger. 

Let’s leave you with another posi¬ 
tive development. 

My Commissioner’s Fund will fund 
up to £2,000 community projects 
which help to prevent and reduce 
re-offending, support victims of crime 
and empower community groups 
to reduce crime and anti-social be¬ 
haviour. 

It is simple to apply, so if you know 
of a group that could do with some 
cash, give it a whirl. See my website 
for how to apply. 

If you would like to get in touch 
with me please contact me by the 
usual channels of email, my website 
www.kent-pcc.gov.uk or on Twitter 
@AnnBarnesKPCC or by calling 
01622 677055. 




Brighton in April 
26th April 2014 
Adult £27.00 


Kew Gardens in Springtime 
28th April 2014 
Adult £35.00 


For more information call 01795 423982 
or visit www.chalkwell.co.uk 
Quote ‘ARC 81’ when you book. 


Chalkwell 

DayBreaks by Coach 


Isle of Wight 
9th April 2014 
Adult £59.00 


London Zoo 
15th April 2014 
Adult £39.00 
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Tunbridge Wells Care Centre 
specialises in providing high quality care 
to the people living in our comfortable, 
secure and happy home. 

Each of our residents receives the 
highest standard of tailored nursing, 
specialist dementia and respite care from 
fully trained and professional staff 24 
hours a day 7 days a week. 


66 Discussing 
their yesterday 
makes their 
today. £)£ 


01892 618721 

Call or visit us at anytime - NO APPOINTMENTS NECESSARY 


O TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
CARE CENTRE 


KMI 


kent-life.co.uk kentnews.co.uk 































All package 
prices include log 
cabin installation 


UPGRADE across OVi^ 
\ cabin ran®^ 


Buy Silver and we’ll 
upgrade you to Gold 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


Buy platinum package 
and we’ll upgrade you to a 
FREE floor insulation and 
an electrical package 


SAVING UP TO £2000 


Johnson’s Nursery, 
Old Thanet Way, 
Chestfield, 
Kent, 

CT5 3JD 
01227 793717 


Polhill Garden Centre, 
London Road, Halstead, 
Sevenoaks, 

Kent, TNI4 7AD 
Car Park B 
01959 533466 


Newnham Court 
Shopping Village, 
Bearsted Rd, Maidstone, 
Kent, MEM 5LH 
at rear of Notcutts 
01622 730777 


Bybrook Barn 
Garden Centre, 
Canterbury Road 
Ashford, Kent, 
TN24 9JZ 
01233 878412 


Elm Court Garden Centre, 
Capstone Road, 
Gillingham, 

Kent, 

ME7 3JQ 
01634 405859 


www.needextraspace.co.uk 0845 4599444 

FIVE DISPLAY VILLAGES ACROSS KENT 


SAVING UP TO £2200 


FREE HOME SITE VISITS AVAILABLE 
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She got her smile back 
got my wife back 


Dental implants over 



less.. 


why pay more? 


A smile is something you shouldn't have to compromise. 

Our dental implants typically cost over 40% less than other implant 
services, so if you've had an expensive quote and would like to 
compare us, call today to arrange a free consultation. 

At the New Tooth Company, we have developed a full range of 
services thanks to experienced clinicians, the very latest technology 
and our state-of-the-art clinic. 

If you've lost confidence in your loose dentures, or live with the 
discomfort of failing teeth, we can help. Our Smile-in-a-Day 
package allows full upper or lower jaw implants in a single day. 

Every day we help restore smiles and give patients a new lease of 
life. Let us do the same for you. 


The New 

Tooth « 

COMPANY 

DENTAL IMPLANT CENTRES 


CALL NOW OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE TO BOOK YOUR FREE CONSULTATION 

Phone: 01622 630700 www.thenewtooth.co 
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CHANGING FACE: Today the dockyard showcases some historic vessels from the past (above left), while this weekend sees it reflect on its days as the centre of employment (above, circa 1960) 

Generations feel the impact 
of decision to close dockyard 


On March 31,1984, 
the Navy shut 
down Chatham 
dockyard, a move 
which 'ripped the 
guts’ out of the 
nearby area. 

Now, 30 years on, 
Chris Murphy and 
Sarah Linney find 
out how that day 
continues to 
define Medway 


F EVER there was a pivotal year 
for the county’s industry then 
1984 was surely it. 

Five years into Prime Minster 
Margaret Thatcher’s time in of¬ 
fice and the Conservative government’s 
reforms were getting into full swing. 

Early in the March of that year, the 
coal industry was told a number of its 
pits were to close; there were cheaper 
imports elsewhere, was the argu¬ 
ment, and it was costing the state too 
much to subsidise. 

It would spark a bitter year-long 
dispute which would engulf the 
county’s coalfields as well as those up 
and down the land. 

But while that battle began, one 
of the county’s most traditional in¬ 
dustries was staring at oblivion. 

Chatham’s dockyard had, for cen¬ 
turies, been synonymous with all 
that had made Britain great. 

It was the heart of the ship-building 
industry which allowed the nation to 
rule the seas, for an empire to be built, 
and for a small island to be one of the 
major global powers. 

For 414 years, the dockyards 
sprawled out along the Thames 
Estuary, the waters flowing in and 


out of the very heart of London. 

Over the years, it provided more 
than 500 ships for the Royal Navy, 
establishing itself at the forefront of 
shipbuilding, industrial and 
architectural technology, employing, 
at its height, more than 10,000 
people. 

But times changed. Needs changed. 

As our reliance on the dominance 
of the seas declined, so did the power 
and necessity of Chatham docks. 

With savings to the nation’s purse 
needing to be made, the decision was 
taken to bring the curtain down on 
production - despite its history. 

“It was a terrible blow,” remembers 
Paul Harriott, “it ripped the guts out 
of the Medway towns.” 

As leader of what was then Gilling¬ 
ham Borough Council’s Labour group, 
he was part of the all-party delegation 
which lobbied the Ministry of Defence 
in a bid to persuade the Government 
to keep the dockyard open. 

And as a technical officer in the 
dockyard’s planning department, he 
also faced redundancy. 

“There was an enormous campaign 
to save the dockyard,” recalled the 
81-year-old, who is still in politics to¬ 


day, representing Twydall ward. 

“But we were told £6 million had to 
be cut from the budget and there 
wasn’t the money to keep it open.” 

He found out that his workplace of 
almost 40 years was closing when he 
heard it on the radio. 

“I can always remember that day,” 
said Cllr Harriott, who started at the 
dockyard in 1956, working as a fitter 
and a chargeman before becoming a 
technical officer. 

“It was quite a shock. I can remem¬ 
ber some people in tears.” 

Permanent workers, known as es¬ 
tablished workers, were better off 
than casual industrial staff, who of¬ 
ten did not qualify for a work pension. 

While Cllr Harriott was able to find 
a job with the Ministry of Defence, 
others were not so fortunate. 

He explains: “A lot of the officers 
were offered jobs in the dockyards in 
Scotland or Portsmouth but a lot of 
them didn’t take them up. 

“The labourers, the machinists, the 
cleaners - they were just tossed to one 
side. Many of them wouldn’t have 
been offered other jobs and although 
a lot of them found work in local com¬ 
panies or went to work in London, 


unemployment went up to around 25 
per cent. 

The closure broke up a great pool of 
skilled labour and engineering exper¬ 
tise, which was completely lost.” 

lex Routon is now 71 and 
still lives in Medway. 

He started at the yard 
aged 15 in 1958, training 
as a boilermaker over a five year 
apprenticeship. He later became a 
crane examiner and finally was in 
charge of 29 men working as boiler¬ 
makers. 

He said: “At the time I lived in Can¬ 
terbury which was a very quiet, al¬ 
most rural, city. I was a quiet, shy 
country lad. 

“When I got to the yard it was a real 
shock. I remember walking into the 
boiler shop and thought I had gone 
back 200 years - it was like some¬ 
thing out of Dickens. 

“There were machines working 
and shafts turning, people hammer¬ 
ing lumps of metal, and there were 
pot fires going creating clouds of 
smoke - and all this was inside the 
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DOCKYARD LIFE: A retirement party (left) for a dockyard worker circa 1972, (middle) a nuclear submarine refit and, (right) the popular film location and impressive looking big store 3-slip 
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building. I was wondering what I had 
let myself in for. 

“But over the decades, I loved every 
thing about it. I enjoyed the camara¬ 
derie and the work, which was hard, 
dirty and sometimes dangerous.” 

He said they knew an announce¬ 
ment was on its way about the 
dockyard’s future, but no one really 
knew what John Nott, defence 
secretary at the time, would be 
saying when he addressed the 
Commons. 

Mr Routon said: “I had my men 
gathered around the radio in my 
office and we listened. 

“Eventually, we realised the 
government really was going to 


completely shut down Chatham so 
there would be nothing left. The room 
just fell silent. We could hardly be- 

kk We realised the 
government really 
was going to shut 
Chatham... the room 
just fell silent. We could 
hardly believe what we 
were hearing J J 


Alex Routon, 

Former dockyard employee 


lieve what we were hearing. It was 
the end of an era. It was an awful 
feeling when you think all those men, 
with all those valuable skills, were no 
longer needed. All those years 
training and they were being kicked 
out for good.” 

T he future looked bleak for 
many of the most specialised 
trades, like those involved in 
radio and radar systems. 

Mr Routon said: “Because of my 
trade, I was among the luckier ones 
that could turn our hand to almost 
every field of engineering. 

“But others had to uproot their fam¬ 
ilies and move further afield to find 
work in their more specialised fields, 
or retrain for something else entirely.” 


Ken Brown, 76, started in May 
1953 as an apprentice shipfitter. He 
explained there was a sense the dock¬ 
yard would close long before the Con¬ 
servative administration made the 
move - and it was simply a question of 
which government pulled the plug. 

He explained: “There was a lot of 
gossip going around that the end was 
coming. 

“It was incredibly busy, but the 
world started changing and the 
number of ships got fewer and fewer. 
A lot of submarines then started ar¬ 
riving, but even those numbers de¬ 
clined. It was all down to cost-cutting 
across the military. 

“By the time it was closed down, 
there were around 7,000 people 
there, so you knew bad things were 


about to happen. It couldn’t be run 
down any more without being closed 
completely. 

“A lot of men with trades worked 
there - I was in Number 8 Machine 
Shop. Later we amalgamated, with 
the engine fitters and I went in to the 
trade planning office. 

“We actually made the parts we 
needed to use - manufacturing was a 
big thing at the yard. Now it’s gone. 

“I visited the Ocelot submarine that 
is still moored there and could recog¬ 
nise some of the parts I worked on, 
like hatches and the crane that lifted 
the torpedoes into their firing tubes. 

“There were so many trades in 
there - we could make anything. It 
was all self-contained.” 

Vince Maple is the leader of the La- 





c Homeleigh 

www.homeleighgroup.co.uk * * 

‘YOUR LOCAL TIMBER &. BUILDERS MERCHANT’ 


NEW BRANCH: 
Ashford Road, High Halden, 
TN26 3BP 
Tel: 01233 850075 


Early Spring Offers... Thinking ahead to those outdoor projects 

WOODFORD (Landscape branch) 01580 892733 STAPLEHURST 01580 892037 MAIDSTONE 01622 791111 


Softwood Railway Sleepers 

5+ rate £12.99 each +VAT or single rate £ 14.99 +VAT 


£46.00 +vat (bulk bags) 
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'Being tough, resilient and resourceful helped us’ 

Rodney Chambers, leader of Medway Council, 
reflects on anniversary of the dockyard’s closure... 



THE closure of the dockyard hit 
Medway very hard, with the conse¬ 
quent loss of 7,000 jobs at the site, 
and many more in subsidiary 
businesses. It is fair to say that 
when the yard closed it was the 
end of an era. 

Some said Medway would never 
recover from this devastating 
milestone in our history. At the 
time, I might have agreed with 
them. But Medway is tough, 
resilient and resourceful. 

In fact, it is due to this very 
reason we have managed to move 
on from this difficult period. 

We picked ourselves up and, 
since the mid-1980s, much work 
has been carried out to regenerate 
the local area and economy. 

Anyone who visits Medway 
today will see how the former 
dockyard has been successfully 
developed. It now contributes 
more than £16million to the local 
economy each year and around 
170,000 people visit the Historic 
Dockyard annually. It is also a 
much sought after filming location. 

As well as being an important 
tourist site, many manufacturing 
and engineering businesses have 
also located there. And those now 
trading from the dockyard are 
continuing to expand. 

In recent years, Medway’s 
engineering and manufacturing 
sector grew by some 9,000 jobs, 
and now makes a significant 


contribution of 19 per cent to our 
overall economic activity. 

We’ve also seen the regenera¬ 
tion of St Mary’s Island and 
Chatham docks, as well as major 
growth at the Medway City Estate, 
with 600 companies now providing 
more than 6,000 jobs. In addition, 
the area boasts four universities 
with more than 10,000 students. 
This is in contrast to ten years ago 
when Medway had very little 
higher education provision 
available. 

These facts do not mean we 
should forget the illustrious history 
and phenomenal heritage the 
dockyard and its surrounding 
defences have given us. 

It is fair to say that from the 
Spanish Armada to the Falklands 
crisis, ships built, repaired and 
manned at Chatham secured and 
maintained Britain’s command of 
the world’s oceans over many 
centuries. 

And that strong and resilient 
period in our history has played a 
huge role in securing the global 
position our country enjoys today. 

In the 16th century, Chatham 
played host to the majority of the 
Queen’s ships. In 1588, the yard’s 
shipwrights prepared her maj¬ 
esty’s vessels for the ultimate test 


- to face the might of the Spanish 
Armada. 

By the mid-18th century, the 
royal yards had developed into the 
largest industrial organisations in 
the world, supporting thousands of 
skilled workers. 

In fact, it was the facilities and 
skills provided in the royal dock¬ 
yards, particularly at Chatham, 
that underpinned the Royal Navy’s 
success at sea - including suprema¬ 
cy in battle; the epic voyages of 


discovery made by Captain James 
Cook, Charles Darwin and others; 
and the anti-slavery patrols of the 
19th century. 

In the 18th century, one of the 
world’s most famous ships - Lord 
Nelson’s HMS Victory - was built at 
Chatham. 

During the mechanisation and 
industrialisation of Britain, the 
dockyard grew considerably 

More recently, in the 20th 
century, Chatham became a 
driving force for the construction of 
submarines. Indeed, the Ocelot, 
the last Royal Navy submarine to 
be built at Chatham, is now a 
popular visitor attraction there. 

In the late 1950s and 1960s 
Chatham became home to the 
reserve, or standby fleet, for 
Britain. 

But over the next few decades 
the strategic need for a naval 
dockyard in three locations in 
England - Plymouth, Portsmouth 
and Chatham - receded. 

Sadly, it was decided that 
Chatham’s days at the forefront of 
British naval ship construction 
were at an end. 

I hope people will take time - as 
I will - on March 31 to reflect on the 
history of the dockyards at 
Chatham and wider Medway, and 
how this area is being transformed 
as we move away from the difficult 
period the closure brought us 30 
years ago. 


kk A lot of men with 
trades worked there. 

We actually made the 
parts we needed to use 
- manufacturing was a 
big thing at the yard, 
and now it’s all gone J J 


Ken Brown, 

On the skills lost by the closure 

hour group on Medway Council. His 
family moved to the area due to his 
father’s role in the Royal Navy. 

“The government made the wrong 
decision,” Cllr Maple reflects. 

“There was real anger in the com¬ 
munity. The decision was felt to be 
short-sighted. They didn’t take into 
account the impact it would have on 
the community. 

“Some families found it very diffi¬ 
cult to find employment subsequently 
- and there were ramifications far be¬ 
yond that. It’s not just the households 
that have lost their jobs, it’s the cafes 
and pubs that serve them. It’s every¬ 
one in the supply chain. We have lost 
huge swathes of pubs that served the 
dockyard community. 

“And now, with shipbuilding being 
withdrawn in Portsmouth, if Scot¬ 
land votes for independence we could 
be left with no shipbuilding capacity 
in the UK. That wouldn’t have been 
an issue if Chatham was still open - 
decisions like that can leave a society 
vulnerable decades later. 
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Up to 40 % less than a fully fitted kitchen 


Specialists in Kitchen Makeovers and New Kitchens Doors & Worktops Giving New Life to Old Kitchens 

SwaKBSa* f DREAM DOORS * 

IP PnHHinn I anp. UrN! NEW LIFE FOR OLD KITCHENS 


Visit our Showroom: 

12 Pudding Lane, ^1 
Maidstone, Kent, ME141LN 


MADE IN THE UK 


View our credentials at 
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OCELOT: The last Royal Navy submarine built at the docks is a big draw 
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“When I speak to people, when I 
knock on doors across Medway, they 
talk about how the closure impacted 
on their families. 

“There are thousands of families 
who have individual stories to tell. 
Some say the town never recovered.” 

The issue of whether the towns 
have reversed their fortunes since the 
closure is one open to debate. One 
thing is clear, however, and that is 
that by reflecting on its past glories, 
Medway is defining its future. 

When the docks closed, several 
generations were left rudderless. 
Tackling that, and setting a clear 
course for future generations, was 
the ultimate aim. 

But just like trying to stop and turn 
a giant ocean liner, the process has at 
times been slower than anyone 
thought imaginable. 

Yet, 30 years on, and the green 
shoots of the towns’ revival are show¬ 
ing through. And, fittingly, engineer¬ 
ing is at its very heart. 

A University Technical College 
(UTC) which flavours the regular 
curriculum with engineering, will be 
sited, hopefully, at Chatham Waters, 
one of the major development sites on 
former dockland. 

It will form an essential part of an 
education jigsaw which includes ma¬ 
jor campuses for the likes of the Uni¬ 
versity of Kent, Canterbury Christ 
Church University, the University of 
Greenwich and MidKent College. 

For many, they are the bedrock of 
future prosperity. Not that all agree. 

Councillor Paul Harriott reflects: 
“The universities have improved edu¬ 
cational opportunities, but I would 
have liked to have kept shipbuilding 


and construction. There is no skilled 
work for youngsters who don’t want 
to go down the academic route.” 

The dockyard itself has also 
spawned the Historic Dockyard - a 
monument to the site’s heritage. 

Adds Vince Maple: “We have an in¬ 
creasing creative offer and an increas¬ 
ing tourism offer, but I think most peo¬ 
ple would say the dockyard had a far 
more positive impact in the past. 

“That’s not to denigrate what hap¬ 
pens there now, but the dockyard em¬ 
ployed 7,000 people who had great 
levels of skills and knowledge, and it 
had a long history. I think most peo¬ 
ple would say that that hasn’t been 
replaced, plus there was a period of 
time when there was nothing there. 

“I don’t think the introduction of the 
universities outweighs the heavy price 
the community paid. We have gradu¬ 
ates, but where do people go to get a 
job? We can’t keep the talent here.” 

He suggested that the towns’ fu¬ 
ture could lie in embracing green 
technology and in the Paramount 
theme park planned for Swanscombe. 

“There are very big opportunities 

kk I don’t think the 
universities outweigh 
the heavy price the 
community paid. We 
have graduates, but 
where do people go to 
get a job? JJ 


Vince Maple, 

Medway Council Labour group 


in wind farms, for example - they’re 
an expanding sector and we’ve not 
done enough across north Kent to 
embrace that,” Cllr Maple said. 

“The Paramount development of¬ 
fers huge potential for the economy of 
north Kent, and I want Medway at 
the forefront of that. I think it will re¬ 
quire a lot of technical expertise and 
we need to make sure our young peo¬ 
ple are upskilled to be the workforce 
for it.” 

A t the heart of everyone’s 
wish-list is for the success 
of the dockyard to be re¬ 
built, somehow. That the 
loss of one industry is still being felt 
all these years later underlines its re¬ 
markable significance. 

Robert Smith worked at the docks 
and has written books on his 
experience. 

He explained: “I look back at my 
time at the dockyard with pride in my 
efforts to support the Navy, working 
with people I admired and respected. 
The enormous amount of good work 
put out is often forgotten. 

“I look forward to the day when the 
Medway towns have fully recovered 
from the devastating blow the closure 
caused, with major local engineering 
firms closing and a highly skilled 
dockyard workforce unemployed. 

“Hindsight is wonderful - the clo¬ 
sure was probably necessary — but 
the Medway towns had a high price 
to pay.” 

■ BBC Radio Kent will be coming 
live from Chatham all day on Mon¬ 
day as part of its examination of the 
30th anniversary of the closure of 
the dockyards. The radio station is 
also hosting a ticket-only reunion 
event at the docks this Sunday. 



My company, MBK Design Studio, has been 
completing projects in SE England since 1987 and 
has continually been offering my clients a better 
service than the large multi nationals. 

So why don’t you come to my showroom and see 
what value you can get from the kitchens and 
bathrooms I sell. I am offering YOU a reduced price 
on all Crown Lifestyle kitchens, a Kent company, 
which will make them even more affordable and 
better value than many of the kitchens on offer 
as present. 

I can’t guarantee that I can compete with every 

qUOte, bUt I Constantly Complete projects that ‘Stewart knew me better 

originally started in those megastores. than myself and was a 

Visit us and we will help YOU with your project, pleasure to deal with' 

what have you got to lose? Mrs E Maidstone 
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MBK were professional, 
responsible and 
courteous 

Mr & Mrs L, Loose 
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ChedkaUtitls.com 
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The Oast Clock House Farm, 
Heath Road Coxheath, Kent 

01622 619815 

www.m-b-k.co.uk 


‘Subject to Terms and conditions available in the office 




The Fireplace 

A Family Run Business 

Wood and Multi Fuel Stoves 
Stove Package Deals Available 
Marble, Wood and Stone 
Fire Surrounds 
Bespoke Service Available 
Gas and Electric Fires 
Chimney Lining 
Full Installation Service 


6 THE 
FIREPLACE 


Visit Our Showroom 

2 Castle Court, Castle Road, Eurolink Industrial 
Estate, Sittingbourne, Kent ME 10 3TD 
Tel/Fax: 01795 599234 
www.the-fireplace.net 

Opening Times: Monday - Friday 9.30-4, Saturday 10-4 
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Mick Dawkins, lecturer in engineering at MidKent College, looks at industry’s fall and return to glory 


Building on the past 
to ensure generations 
to come can prosper 



LEGACY: Hopes are high for dockyard to again be home for engineering 


WHEN I first joined MidKent 
College’s engineering department in 
1980, we taught five different groups 
of apprentices from Chatham 
dockyard every day. 

Every group consisted of about 25 
students, or 625 a week in total, not 
to mention all the electrical appren¬ 
tices and those studying on higher 
education courses. 

When you consider those num¬ 
bers, it’s not hard to see why the 
closure of the dockyard had such a 
hugely negative impact on the people 
of Medway and the engineering 
industry as a whole. 

The unemployment at the time 
was awful, and not just among those 
who were directly employed at the 
dockyard. Its closure was the 
catalyst for lots of other smaller 
engineering firms to go down the 
pan, because they relied on the 
subcontracting work provided there. 

Medway lost a lot of its most talent¬ 
ed workers as a result, with many of 


them moving to places like Rosyth 
and Portsmouth to find work in the 
dockyards that were still open there. 

I remember it was also a bad time 
for the college, which suffered a drop 
in income and had to make a lot of 
people redundant due to the number 

One of the few positives from 
the closure was many of the 
very skilled who lost jobs now 
had the motivation to start 
their own businesses. 

of apprentices it lost. 

It’s safe to say the closure of 
Chatham dockyard killed engineer¬ 
ing in this part of the country, at 
least for a short time. 

One of the few positives to come 
from the closure was that many of 
the very skilled workmen who lost 


their jobs now had the motivation 
they needed to pick themselves up 
and start their own businesses. 

Many of those businesses are still 
around today, and slowly but surely 
the engineering industry is making a 
comeback. You only need to look at 
the high number of engineering 
firms on the Medway City Estate and 
Eurolink in Sittingbourne for 
evidence of that. 

I still occasionally bump into 
people who recognise me from when 
I taught them at the college up to 35 
years ago, who are appreciative of 
the skills they learned here and who 
are still working in the industry as a 
result. 

A lot of ex-students now run their 
own engineering firms as a result of 
the training they received here, 
which is great to see. 

In 2014, there are lots of options 
out there for engineering students. 

As well as the big local employers 
like BAE Systems and Delphi, there 


are also lots of other smaller firms 
that specialise in their own particu¬ 
lar areas of engineering and are 
always looking for young talent. 

Many young people still see 
engineering as a fantastic career 
path, which is demonstrated by the 
fact that we have increased the 
number of courses in the subject. 

We regularly talk to employers and 
use labour market intelligence to 
ensure our students are learning the 
skills required, and there is definitely 
still a need for skilled engineers in 
Kent and Medway. 


The college is also one of the main 
sponsors of the new University 
Technical College (UTC), which will 
specialise in construction and 
engineering. 

I think it’s a tremendous positive 
that the UTC will be based at the 
dockyard because it will bring the 
subjects the students are learning to 
real life. 

The historic value alone will be 
worth its weight in gold, and 
hopefully Chatham dockyard will 
once again become the home of 
engineering in Kent. 



We can help with your claim for: 

• Head/brain injuries (Headway 
Approved Solicitors 2014) • Spinal 
injuries • Accidents leading to limb 
amputation • Hypermobility triggered 
by an accident • Fatal accidents 
• Medical negligence 

Call GIRLINGS PERSONAL 
INJURY SOLICITORS on 

0845 2221 999 
for a FREE, no obligation chat 
about your claim 

MEMBER OF 

.1 

<5^* , A: apil 

www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 


KENT no win no fee specialists 


CLAIM? 


SERIOUS INJURY 


BDL GAS SERVICES 

El 01634 232048 & 

9 High Street, Rainham, Kent, ME8 7HX www.bdlgasservices.co.uk 


A FAMILY RUN BUSINESS ESTABLISHED 
IN RAINHAM FOR OVER 15YRS 

ALL YOUR GAS APPLIANCE NEEDS UNDER ONE ROOF 

Supply, Install and service Boilers & Central Heating systems 
Fires Gas & Electric • Water heaters • Wall heaters • Cookers Gas & Electric 


Supply and install Wood, Marble & Stone 
Fireplaces fully bespoke if required 

Free surveys for installation • Landlord certificates • Natural Gas & LPG 
Huge range of high efficiency fires made in the UK with a 5yr warranty 
All engineers Gas Safe registered • Medway Fair Trader member 



LOCAL FIREPLACE & 
APPLIANCE SHOWROOM 
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BATHROOM AND FIREPLACE WAREHOUSE 



MASSIVE CLEARANCE! 
UNREPEATABLE PRICES! 
NEVER TO BE FOUND ANYWHERE! 



Here is a sample of the discounts we have on hundreds of items: 


CODE 

PRODUCT 

OUR PRICE 

RRP 

ACCESSORIES 

ASNC06 

Medium Towel Rail Chr 

£15.00 

£98.00 

ATC08 

Glass Shelf Chrome 

£15.00 

£87.00 

BATHS 

BVRDWOO 

Vermont Double Ended 1800x800 

£135.00 

£461.00 

BVRWOO 

Vermont Single Ended 1700x750 

£125.00 

£346.00 

FURNITURE 

FFGP20 

500 wide Drawer Unit Gloss Plum 

£75.00 

£401.00 

FF034 

700 Drawer Unit Light Oak 

500 wide Vanity Light Oak 

£75.00 

£456.00 

FF056 

£50.00 

£373.00 

POTTERY 

PCPW161 

Caprieeze Lrg Quadrant Corner Basin 

£30.00 

£186.78 

PDBVWOO 

Danube Vessel Basin White 

£50.00 

£439.00 

PNVWOO 

Nile Vessel Basin Freestanding 

Venice Semi Recessed Basin White 

£50.00 

£329.00 

PVENW361 

£50.00 

£329.00 

SHOWERS 

SNHC05 

Exposed Dual Shower Unit 

£60.00 

£397.20 

SSBC04 

Duo Body Jet per pair 

£15.00 

£102.13 

STDWL071 

1200x900 Quadrant Delx Shower 

£70.00 

£459.13 

SVDR900 

900 Hinged Shower Door 

£90.00 

£449.36 

SVRC04 

No 2 Flexi Kit 

£15.00 

£48.00 

TAPS 

TGA07 OG 

Granley Deck Bathfill Gold 

£50.00 

£324.00 

THA01 OG 

Victorian Bath Tap Gold 

£20.00 

£127.00 

THA05 OG 

Victorian Bidet Mixer Gold 

£30.00 

£204.00 

TSFC04 

Single Lever Basin Mixer 

£26.00 

£126.26 

TTOCOO 

Pair Chrome Basin Taps 

£20.00 

£133.79 


All prices Include VAT 

UNBEATABLE PRICES ON QUALITY BATHROOM 
EQUIPMENT 


Visit our showrooms or enquire TODAY! 


4 Third Avenue, Chatham, Kent ME5 OAD 
T: 01634 813813 I E: sales@morrisandturner.co.uk 

www.morrisandturner.co.uk 


Chatham Branch Opening Hours: 08:30 - 17:00 Monday - Friday 
09:00- 17:00 Saturday I Sunday - Sorry Closed 

Outlet Branch at Dockside Outlet, Chatham ME4 3ED (01634) 891524 
Opening Hours: 10:00 - 18:00 Monday - Wednesday I 10:00 - 19:00 
Thursday - Friday 10:00- 18:00 Saturday I 11:00 - 17:00 Sunday 



FAMILY: Gillian Senior (far right) and her daughter Rachel Hirst (to her left) both battled breast 
cancer and pictured (right) Rachel and her daughter Lucy at a previous fundraising Race for Life 

Mum and daughter 
who faced and beat 
cancer at same time 


Diagnosed with breast cancer, Rachel Hirst then 
found out her mum Gillian had it, too. Sarah 
Linney hears their emotional story... 


HE fight against cancer is a battle 
that would daunt anyone. 

But for Rachel Hirst and her mum 
Gillian Senior, the nightmare was 
doubled when mother and daughter 
were both diagnosed with breast cancer at the 
same time. 

Mrs Senior found out just as her daughter 
Rachel was going into hospital for treatment 
and decided to keep her condition quiet so as 
not to upset her. 

This weekend, for Mother’s Day, they will be 
celebrating not just their mother-daughter re¬ 
lationship but also their successful battle 
against the disease. 

But as Rachel, 44, explains, the experience 
has changed her outlook on life. 

“Mother’s Day means so much to us all as a 
family because both mum and I survived can¬ 
cer,” said Mrs Hirst, who lives in Brenchley, 
near Paddock Wood. “We’ve been able to spend 
many more precious years together thanks to 
the advances in research and treatment.” 

With a family history of the disease - Mrs 
Hirst’s aunt, grandmother and great-grand¬ 
mother survived breast cancer and another 
great-aunt may have also suffered from it - she 
had always been very aware it might 
affect her, too, and started going for mammo¬ 
grams - where medical staff scan the breast for 
any abnormalities in the tissue - in her late 30s. 

It was in the autumn of 2010, when she was 
41, a mammogram picked up some early chang¬ 
es in her breast cells. 

At first, doctors just thought those cells would 
need to be removed, using a technique called a 
‘wide local excision’, a ‘breast-conserving’ sur¬ 
gery that sees the cancerous area removed and is 
effective if the disease is caught early. 

But subsequent tests revealed the cancer was 
more serious than originally thought. 

It meant Mrs Hirst had to undergo a mastec¬ 
tomy and reconstruction, six cycles of chemo¬ 
therapy and five weeks of radiotherapy. 


“At every appointment the news seemed to 
get worse and worse. I thought ‘When is it go¬ 
ing to get better?’,” she said. 

“I think the doctors were shocked them¬ 
selves. I don’t think they expected it to have 
gone to one of my lymph nodes as well.” 

Her mother, Gillian, came down from York¬ 
shire to look after her after her mastectomy, 
and it was only then she learned of her mother’s 
illness. 

“Mum told me she had found a lump and had 
a test and it was breast cancer,” recalled Mrs 
Hirst, who is the marketing manager at Mas- 
calls School in Paddock Wood. 

“She didn’t want to tell me straight away be¬ 
cause I was going through treatment. We just 
laughed, in complete disbelief, and thought 
‘How can we be so unlucky?’. It didn’t seem fair.” 

The chances of being diagnosed with breast 
cancer start to decrease after the age of 65 and 
Mrs Senior thought she had escaped. 

“The odds of us both getting it at the same time 
after all those years were unbelievable,” her 
daughter said. 

“I am grateful to her because I know she kept 
it quiet to protect me. I think she found out liter¬ 
ally as I was going into hospital and thought it 
was just too much for me to hear. 

“My dad was devastated that both his wife 
and his daughter had been diagnosed. It was a 
really stressful time for everyone.” 

But the mother and daughter found that, just 
as they had been able to cope with their indi¬ 
vidual diagnoses, they could cope with each 
others’. 

“We went through the next bit together. We 
both felt really bad for one another, but it was 
also comforting having Mum go through this at 
the same time,” Mrs Hirst said. 

“Right at the beginning, when I didn’t know 
what treatment I was going to have, I didn’t 
know how I was going to get through. 

“But I remained positive because I was pro¬ 
tecting my children.” 
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Mrs Senior needed less intensive treatment 
than her daughter, and after undergoing a 
lumpectomy and radiotherapy, finished her 
treatment around Christmas. But her daughter 
still had another six months to go. 

“Mum felt terrible that my treatment was so 
much more gruelling than hers,” Mrs Hirst re¬ 
called. 

“I think she felt a bit guilty, like she got away 
with it lightly. As a parent you want to go 
through it yourself. She kept telling me that she 
wished we could swap places. 

“It was difficult with her being in Yorkshire, 
but she would ring me every other day to see 
how I was.” 

Mrs Hirst’s husband Mark and their two 
daughters, Bethany, 18, and Lucy, 15, were a 
huge source of support to her. 

They were also her reason for trying to face 
her treatment with as much positivity as she 
could muster. 

“They were all brilliant,” she said. 

“I put a positive spin on everything because 
the girls might have to face something similar 
in future and I wanted them to see that, what¬ 
ever happens, you can get through these things 
and move on. 

“We didn’t tell everyone or do lots of fund¬ 
raising because I just wanted to keep every¬ 
thing as normal as possible. Bethany was doing 
her GCSEs, so that kept her busy. 

“I kept everything open and explained what 
was happening and how I would feel.” 

O ne method of coping was to laugh and 
joke - even when Mrs Hirst had to go 
through the pain of losing her hair. 
“That was traumatic. But when I 
got cross, the kids used to say to me ‘Keep your 
hair on, keep your wig on’,” she said, laughing. 

“I’d joke about the characters I met at hospi¬ 
tal, so it didn’t seem scary to them. I think as a 
family we handled it well and it has made us 
closer.” 

A big part of keeping normality going was get¬ 
ting up every morning and going to work when¬ 
ever possible, and Mrs Hirst says the school and 
her colleagues were immensely supportive. 

“They were always there for me if I wanted to 
come in for a cup of coffee just to have a sense of 
normality,” she said. 

Rachel was cared for at Maidstone Hospital 
and the Tunbridge Wells Hospital at Pembury, 
and also used Breast Cancer Care’s online forum, 
where women can speak to others who are going 
through the same thing. 

“The NHS treatment was brilliant. They were 
very caring,” she said. 


6 DAY COACH BREAK 
TO SCOTLAND - £299 



CASTLES & 
GARDENS HOLIDAY 

A 6 day holiday 
staying at our Loch 
Tummel Hotel. There 


TOUR INCLUDES: 


•5 Nights Half Board 

• Nightly 
entertainment 

• Excursions 


will be a visit to some 
of Scotland’s finest 
Castles and Gardens 
- Branklyn Gardens, 
Falkland Palace & 
Gardens, Blair Castle & 
their Hercules Gardens 
and Drummond Castle 
Gardens. 

HOLIDAYS 


LOCHS 

GLENS 


PICKUP FROM: 


Orpington, 

Locksbottom, 

Bromley, 

Chislehurst, 

Sidcup, 

Bexley, 

Dartford, 

Birchanger 

Services 


Holidays are fully bonded. 
School Road, Gartocharn, 
G83 8RW 


wwwLOCHS.COM 01389 713713 


But after her treatment ended in June 2011, 
Mrs Hirst found that what had happened con¬ 
tinued to affect her emotionally. 

“I felt relief that everything was over, and I 
was just pleased to get back to normal. Mark, 
the girls and I went on a very nice holiday, but I 
didn’t want to make too much of a thing of it,” 
she said. 

“I am proud that I got to the end. I felt like go¬ 
ing round and telling everyone. But when the 
treatment is finished, everyone thinks you are 
back to normal. And I thought, I’m not right, 
this is going to affect me for a long time.” 

Now, Rachel says her experiences have made 
her a more confident, less anxious, person. 

“Nothing scares me now because I have been 
so scared,” she said. 

“I don’t worry as much and I am a bit more 
patient with people, a bit more live and let live.” 

In June, Mrs Hirst will be running Cancer Re¬ 
search UK’s Race for Life in Tunbridge Wells for 
the third time, with Lucy and some colleagues. 


She urged women to check their breasts regu¬ 
larly and go to their doctor if they had any con¬ 
cerns. 

“Be aware of any signs or symptoms and react 
straight away. Don’t be frightened or worried 
that you’re wasting the doctor’s time. 

“Go to your screenings. Although there are 
things you can look out for, in my case there 
were no signs. My mum is the fittest person - I 
don’t think she has ever eaten a cream bun in 
her life and she doesn’t smoke or drink, and she 
still got it.” 

And she has a message for anyone battling 
cancer. 

“Remain positive and keep yourself busy, but 
don’t beat yourself up if you can’t be positive all 
the time,” she said. “And ask for help when you 
need it.” 

■ For more information or to donate money, 
visit www.breastcancercare.org.uk, www.can- 
cerresearchuk.org, or www. breakthrough. 
org.uk. 


BREAST CANCER 


BREAST cancer is the most common 
cancer in the UK. One in eight women 
will develop the disease. Occasionally it 
can occur in men. 

About 80 per cent of those will be 
women aged 50 and over, but breast 
cancer is also the most common cancer 
in women under 39. 

Signs to look out for include any 
lumps, bumps, pain or discomfort in 
your breast; a change in the shape of 
your breast; puckering or dimpling of 
the skin; discharge, bleeding, soreness 
or rashes. 

The NHS website stresses: “Most of 
these are harmless but all of them need 
to be checked as there is a small chance 
they could be the first sign of cancer.” 



Sussex Oak Filing 
! Cabinet £399r50 

£199.75 


Round white 
table & 4 chair set 
£499 £249 


3 drawer 
Basket Chest 
£4-79^0 

£89.75 


Eton (Truffle) 1 
Painted 2 over 
3 chest £449^0 

£359.80 


FloorsC^ 

of OAK & PINE 
Furniture / 

p ALL C 

REDUCED 


Cotswold Pine2 over 
3 chest £259^0 

NOW £199.80 


Baxter Tweed 
Chair £429^0 

Now £99 
each 


Newbury Pine 2dr 
Mirrored Robe £549^(7 

NOW £419.80 


| Laundry 
Box£74rSt) 

£59.80 


Tower Cabinet 
open top 
£4§9r§CT 

£119.80 


OakTV 
Unit £449 

Now 

£199 


Sussex Oak 
Corner TV 


Whilst: 


PINE ©'THINGS 


I WINCHEAP I 

|ind.estate| 


Furnishers 

Wincheap Road flunc. W jth A2, Retail Park) Canterbury, Kent CT1 3TY 


www.pineandthings.co.uk Tel: 01227 470283 established 35 years, open 7 days a week 


Oak & Pine 

SPRING SPECTACU 


HUNDREDS OF BARGAINS 
WITH SOME AS LOW AS 


DORSET OAK DINING/OCCASIONAL RANGE 
‘Introductory Offer’ e.g 2 dr sideboard 
£199.80 After offer price £259.80 


We will not be beaten on price 

Please visit our website for details 


OUR PRICE 
GUARANTEE 
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HMIC REPORT: Kent police has been told that it needs to improve 



LUXURY 5 
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CALL TODAY ON 


Police federation 
claims criticism of 
domestic violence 
response is unfair 

The force’s union says report does not allow for funding cuts 
and reduction in officer numbers. Chris Britcher reports. 

in place to ensure that shortcomings 
are addressed. 

I an Pointon, chairman of the Kent 
Police Federation, which repre¬ 
sents rank-and-file officers, hit 
back at the criticism, however. 

He said: “Whilst I broadly welcome 
the HMIC recommendations, especial¬ 
ly for better training, it would be easy 
to jump to the conclusion that victims 
of domestic abuse in Kent are being 
routinely failed by Kent Police. 

“I simply do not recognise that. 

“We should not forget the police re¬ 
sponse to domestic abuse has improved 
greatly over the last 25 to 30 years, 
with officers taking positive action to 
arrest offenders. 

“This is a long way from when I 
joined. Then the accepted, yet unac¬ 
ceptable, practice was don’t get in¬ 
volved in domestics. 

“We should also view this report 
against the backdrop of swingeing cuts 
to police budgets. 

“We have 500 fewer police officers 
and 700 fewer police staff. We are set to 
lose a further 100-150 police officers 
and more police staff. 

“Overall demand for policing shows 
no signs of abating and police officers 
are stretched to breaking point. 

“In addition, we seem to operate in an 
environment when everything we do 
appears to be a priority. 

“For example, the public priority is 
for more bobbies on the beat to reassure 
them. 

“I understand that desire, but it has 
to be balanced with specialist roles that 
are often invisible but equally on the 
frontline - specialist officers dealing 
with domestic abuse are just one exam¬ 
ple of that. 

“I would like to reassure everyone 
that 3,200 police officers and their 
police staff colleagues are doing their 
level best in difficult times to provide a 
first-class service to the people of Kent. 

“Experience tells me we do take do¬ 
mestic abuse very seriously, but where 
there is room for improvement I am 
positive that will be done. 

“I know that we won’t get it right all 
of the time - we are after all only hu¬ 
man - but let’s keep those occasions in 
perspective.” 

■ Turn to page 16 for more comment 
from Ann Barnes on the report in her 
latest exclusive column for KoS. 


K ENT Police has been told its 
handling of domestic abuse 
cases is “not good enough 
and needs to be improved”, 
according to a government 

report. 

In a report issued on Thursday by the 
HM Inspectorate of Constabulary 
(HMIC), the force was told there were 
“some areas which require improve¬ 
ment in order to provide a consistent 
quality of service and minimise the 
risks to victims”. 

However, the Kent Police Federation 
has hit back at the criticisms and said 
that while the force is keen to improve 
things, officers are offering a greatly 
improved service. 

The findings of the report were not 
all negative, however. 

It found that responding to and pre¬ 
venting incidents of domestic abuse 
was a priority for the force and there 
were “pockets” of good practice. 

But it was the shortcomings that 
grabbed the headlines. 

Nationally, HMIC has identified that 
the police response to domestic abuse is 
not good enough and must be im¬ 
proved. HMIC’s inspection considered 
the effectiveness of the police approach 
to domestic abuse and whether risks to 
victims were adequately managed. 

In Kent, domestic abuse accounts for 
about 35 per cent of all assaults, with 
injury recorded by Kent Police for the 
12 months to the end of August 2013. 

In Kent, HMIC found that the force’s 
central referral unit, which receives 
calls, had received no recent training 
in domestic abuse - although the force 
says it has plans to address this. 

It did find, however, that the force 
had effective systems in place to sup¬ 
port the identification of domestic 
abuse and initially assess the risk to 
victims. 

The HM Inspector of Constabulary 
for the eastern region, Zoe Billingham, 
said: “Responding to and preventing 
incidents of domestic abuse is a priority 
for Kent Police. 

“This is recognised by staff across the 
organisation. 

“While there are pockets of good 
practice, there are some areas which 
require improvement in order to pro¬ 
vide a consistent quality of service and 
minimise the risks to victims. 

“The force generally responds well to 
high-risk victims of domestic abuse. 



County’s domestic 
violence in numbers: 

4 Percentage of calls to the 
police requesting assistance 
relating to domestic abuse. 


26 


Percentage of the above 
calls from repeat victims. 


9 Percentage of all recorded 
crime that is attributed to 
domestic abuse. 

1A 1 QARecorded 
lUj IOO assaults with 
injury in the county. 


3,550 

abuse related. 


Number of the 
above domestic 


Figures: HMIC 

Covers 12 months to end of August 2013. 


“However, the response to standard 
and medium-risk cases is less well de¬ 
veloped and the force recognises that it 
could also do more to manage serial 
perpetrators. 

“There has been a lack of effective 
training in domestic abuse to some 
key staff, which means that they do not 
understand all aspects of domestic 
abuse.” 

Kent Police and Crime Commissioner 
Ann Barnes said: “The HMIC report 
shows while there is much more to do, 
it does confirm Kent’s absolute focus to 
help victims. 

“I welcome the report because any 
debate helps to raise awareness of this 
despicable crime.” 

Kent Police says processes are now 
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I AND 2 BEDROOM APARTMENTS 
STARTING FROM JUST £129.999 


STYLISH LOUISA GREY DESIGNED SHOW APARTMENTS 
NOW OPEN BETWEEN 10AM — 6PM, 7 DAYS A WEEK 
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Are we all at risk from air pollution? 


Smog levels near the county town leapt so high last month 
that the Government warned residents to ‘reduce physical 
exertion outside’. So what are the dangers, and what should 
we all being doing? Chris Murphy finds out more. 


C ALLS have been made to 
take drastic action in tack¬ 
ling rising air pollution 
after two days of smog sent 
measurements soaring. 

On March 13-14, levels got so high 
that the Department for Environ¬ 
ment, Food and Rural Affairs (Defra) 
had to issue a health alert. 

Only the West Country saw figures 
worse than those in Kent. 

At Detling monitoring centre near 
Maidstone, levels reached 10 on the 
scale, a rating so high it triggered 
warnings about potential respiratory 
and heart problems. 

The rating was registered on the 
Daily Air Monitoring Index - the 
guide used by Defra to monitor levels. 

It measures a number of aspects of 
air quality including PM10. PM 
stands for particulate matter and the 
10 is its average size in micrometers. 

Particles of this size generally con¬ 
sist of smoke, dirt and dust from facto¬ 
ries, farming and roads, plus mould, 
spores and pollen. 

These high readings have prompt¬ 
ed concerns from the Green Party in 
Maidstone. 

Maidstone resident and chairman 
of the Kent Green Party Stuart Jeffery 
said: “At one point, on one of the days, 
‘very high’ levels of air pollution were 
showing across the South East. 

“While Defra had warned even 
healthy people to reduce physical ex¬ 
ertion outdoors, there was no response 
from government to try to reduce the 


amount of pollution being created. 

“In this country 30,000 people die 
prematurely each year as a direct 
result of air pollution from traffic.” 

It prompted Maidstone Greens to 
call for action similar to elsewhere in 
Europe to combat the issue. 

Mr Jeffrey said: “In Paris they were 
in an equally bad state, with people 
being told to avoid going outdoors in 
early morning or late afternoon. 

“However, the city has decided to 
make public transport free for the 
weekend to try to reduce the pollution, 
an action that would help in Kent.” 

Defra monitors Britain’s air quality 
using stations around the country 
and spotted the sudden smog spike. 

It said the UK was experiencing 
high levels of air pollution due to cool, 
still and foggy weather conditions the 
result of an unusual combination of 
circumstances. 

Firstly, there was high local pollu¬ 
tion, especially near busy roads. 

That was combined with pollution 
that had previously arrived from 
Europe and even as far away as the 
Sahara Desert in north Africa. 



Defra said that while most people 
would not be affected by short-term 
peaks in high pollution, some individ¬ 
uals, particularly vulnerable groups 
- such as those with existing heart 
or lung conditions - may experience 
increased symptoms. 

The Government agency encour¬ 


aged people to take sensible precau¬ 
tions based on the levels of air 
pollution in their region and their 
health, such as reducing or avoiding 
strenuous activity and ensuring they 
had access to their usual medication, 
such as asthma inhalers. 

Pollution levels then decreased as 
the weather conditions became more 
breezy, effectively like opening the 
window of a stuffy room at home. 

The last readings saw a return to 
normal levels. 

A Defra spokesman said: “Air qual¬ 
ity has improved significantly in re¬ 
cent decades and almost all of the UK 
meets EU limits for all pollutants.” 

A spokesman at Public Health Eng¬ 
land’s Centre for Radiation, Chemical 
and Environmental Hazards said: 
“From time to time, weather condi¬ 
tions lead to higher-than-normal lev¬ 
els of air pollution. In winter, cold, 
still conditions can lead to a build-up 
of pollutants at ground level. In the 
summer, hot weather, without much 
wind, also leads to raised concentra¬ 
tions of pollutants including ozone. 

“These raised levels of air pollution 


can be known as ‘smog’. Raised 
concentrations of air pollutants can 
affect health with some people more 
sensitive than others. 

“People with asthma are not neces¬ 
sarily more sensitive and, if affected, 
can use their inhaler. In such in¬ 
stances, the public is urged to take 
sensible precautions such as avoiding 
exercise outdoors in the afternoon to 
reduce exposure to ozone.” 

A spokesman for Thanet District 
Council - one of just a handful of the 
county’s local councils to respond 
when we approached them about air- 
pollution concerns - said: “This pol¬ 
lution event has been picked up 
across the whole of the South East 
and is being monitored by the Kent & 
Medway Air Quality Partnership. 

“This event was forecast on the 
partnership website, where anyone 
can sign up for forecast alerts. 

“This demonstrates some of the 
work the regional group is doing to 
empower everyone with knowledge. 

“Other work to reduce emissions 
and improve air quality across the 
region includes bus retrofit pro¬ 
grammes, installation of electric- 
vehicle charging points, school travel 
and active-travel schemes. These are 
often led by individual districts at a 
local level, but the importance of re¬ 
gional coordination is highlighted by 
this type of larger event.” 

■ Visit www.uk-air.defra.gov.uk to 
follow air-pollution levels and relat¬ 
ed health advice. 


ARE YOU A VICTIM OF 

MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE? 



Call Girlings’ 
Medical 
Negligence 
Helpdesk on 
0845 2221 999 
for FREE, 
no obligation 
advice on 
your claim 

ft 


TheLaw Society 


apil 


Clrltngs 


www.girlingspersonalinjury.co.uk 

KENT no win no fee specialists 


OPEN EVERY SUNDAY 10AM TO 4PM 


UMMTfch Fi/wim/R£ anp 
wn|v i tzP electrical 



Please donate 

any good quality ] 

furniture & J 

electrical items 
to help raise funds 
to fight heart disease, the 

•Beds, Bedroom Furniture- 

• TVs, DVDs, Hi-Fi’s • services and crystal etc, 

• Washing Machines • 


• Suites • 

* Lounge Furniture« 

• Dining Tables • 

• Coffee Tables • 




i x 

TAO 

Help us make more of your donation by gift aiding it !* 1 


House Clearance 


Cheaper than the rest and 

all for a good cause 

Landlords, tenants & homebuyers 

Furnish your home for under £500 with good quality furniture 
& electricals & help fight heart disease & save lives too! 


•Calls cost 5p per minute from a BT landline. Charges from other providers and mobiles may vary 
**We can reclaim 28p in every £1 raised from the sale of your donation from the HMRC. 

Occ: Dnally we are unable to accept an item that is offered to us for reasons of safety and quality. 


• Fridges • 

• Dishwashers« 


^ijtaid 


it 


* (°ltt(TioU 

4fl 416J- 

HUGE SAVINGS! 

Furniture & 
Electrical Items 
Why not give your 
home a full makeover! 


British Heart 
V ) Foundation 
Furniture & 

untiihmm Electrical Store 

Foundation 

70-72 West Street, 
Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1AR 
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We need your donations of furniture 
& electrical items. 
To arrange FREE collection call: 

0844 499 4168 

Opening Times: 

Monday-Saturday 9.30am-5.00pm 
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Follow us @KOSLeisure or 
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Ballet... required viewing 
from the age of three 


George Williamson, of My First Ballet, 
talks to Dave Mairs about spreading 
the joys of a sometimes-sophisticated 
art form with a new (young) audience 


I T’S an art form that is viewed 
as one of the least accessible to 
the mainstream audience, but 
ballet is thriving and a project 
aimed at getting more young 
people involved is coming to 
Tunbridge Wells this spring. 

My First Ballet is a project by 
English National Ballet and English 
National Ballet School and its 
presentation of Coppelia is the third 
in a series that has already seen 
hugely successful productions of 
Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella. 

The My First Ballet presentation of 
Coppelia is the creation of Gavin 
Sutherland and ENB’s associate 
artist George Williamson, who are 
aiming to give children as young as 
three their first experience of 
classical ballet. 

“It’s a classical ballet format with 
all the elements of classical ballet but 
adapted to two acts with a 
20-minute interval,” said 
Williamson. “It’s basically enabling 
children of three and upwards to 

44 It's about two young 
lovers and more a 
comedy than a fairy tale, 
with a toy apparently 
coming to life ** 

follow the story, using narration and 
mime. 

“Mime features in classical ballet 
anyway, but here it’s used more to 
explain what’s going on - youngsters 
need that little bit of extra help.” 

Coppelia is not as widely known as 
either Sleeping Beauty or Cinderella, 
both of which of course are pedalled 
out across the land as Christmas 
pantomimes, so how does My First 
Ballet select which productions it is 
going to offer the country’s family 
audiences? 

“Sleeping Beauty and Cinderella 
are both great traditional ballets, 
while Coppelia is a very famous 
classical ballet - it’s slightly different 
in that it’s not about princesses and 
kings. Rather, it’s two young lovers 
and more a comedy than a fairy tale, 
with a toy apparently coming to life. 

“It’s such a well-known ballet that 
the performers are used to doing it 
and bringing out that comical value. 
It’s a cheeky story of a boy distracted 
by a beautiful girl on a balcony that 

Continued on page 3 ] » 
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POTTY POTTERS GARDEN CENTRE 


r^eat day out for 
the whole family 



1 Wide range of products from a variety of plants, bags of decorative stones, compost, wood products, terracotta pots, slabs, building supplies and much more 
I Come see our ducks and chickens ■ See if you can find our three friendly cats ■ Good prices and many deals on offer 
I Friendly and helpful staff 


GRAND RE-OPENING THIS WEEKEND 

SATURDAY 29TH & SUNDAY 30TH MARCH 


TREAT YOUR MUM 
TO TEA & CAKE 



j Growise ^ 

Compost 

3 bags for 

V, £10 J 

nt / ^ L 


Treats for the Kids and Mums from our Potgirls at the entrance 



noe 


Low 
Price ; 
Turf 


Prize Draw 


Win a Topshot Laser Combat party for 10 players which will include 1.5 hour of laser 
combat, food and archery, age restrictions apply min age 6. 

Plus a £30.00 voucher to spend in the Garden Centre!!! 

To be entered into our Prize Draw on Mother’s Day just fill in the details below 
and return to us by the closing date. 

Name. 

Adress. 

Contact Number. 



Li 


BILL AND BENS CAFE 

■ Wide range of home cooked meals and cakes. 

■ Breakfast start from £4.50 or try our favourite dish of many, 
ham off the joint, egg and chips. 

■ Log burner to keep you warm on those cold days. 


Loads of 
^ Offers this 
~ weekend! 


Please fill in and return to Potty Potters Garden Centre, Halfway Road, 
Sheerness, ME12 3AA by Saturday 29th at 5pm and the draw will be held 
on Sunday 30th March at Midday. 


A >- / A 


t 


Get a free matching saucer when 
you buy a terracotta pot (only on 
certain lines) New ranges in store 
build-a-mate, fence panels, 
picket fence and much more. 




STONNES FISHING LAKES 

(SOON TO BE WITCHES WATERS FISHING LAKES) 

■ 5 lakes available ■ Drinks and warm food available ■ Night fishing and 24+ hour fishing available 


I Tackle shop on site 


hiring of equipment 


Friendly and helpful staff 





We would like to say a 

POTTY POTTERS GARDEN CENTRE BIG THANK YOU 

to Advent Waste Recycle Ltd and 

Halfway Road, ShGOrnOSS, K©nt, ME12 3AA Topshot Laser Combat Park for all 

_ J r a ii j j fhe/r help in getting the garden centre 

Tel: 01795 580411 ready for their grand re-opening 
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he doesn’t realise is a doll.” 

Coppelia is Williamson’s second 
production with My First Ballet and 
he says the concept evolved at ENB 
“as a good way to join up in 
partnership” with the English 
National Ballet School, where he 
himself graduated. 

“The school is not necessarily 
about feeding ENB new dancers,” he 
said. “It’s more about giving the 
dancers an education in ballet and 
encouraging their development in 
that form.” 

It seems an ambitious aim, getting 
three-olds to take ballet to their 
hearts, so was this something that 
the medium needed if it was to thrive 
in a world in which so many other 
art forms and activities are 
competing for the attention of all of 
us, not just that of our children? 

“Ballet is on the up, there’s no 
question,” said Williamson. “But 
when we started doing My First 
Ballet, there was nothing like this to 
get children involved. 

“You probably wouldn’t have been 
allowed to take your three-year-old 
to the ballet in the first place and if 
you did they’d get lost and never go 
back. This is a good way to dip your 
toe in the water.” 

Williamson is excited about the 
future with ENB, which has a new 
director and “new artistic team 
going forward”, while he points to 
the undoubtedly impressive result 
that more than 50,000 seats were 
sold across the country for the My 
First Ballet production of Cinderella. 

That ‘across the country’ bit is 
important because there is a strong 


feeling that watching ballet is far 
more a metropolitan pastime than it 
has ever been, or perhaps ever could 

44 Already the tour 
has added about 50,000 
people to the number 
who are watching ballet 

this year 99 

be, a provincial activity. 

“I do think there’s more of a 
market for ballet in London than 


there is outside London, but the good 
thing about this production is that it 
fits the smaller stage. 

“We can go to the smaller venues 
and we want to bring ballet to the 
widest possible audience. 

“Already the tour has added about 
50,000 people to the number who 
are watching ballet this year.” 

And does it appeal more to boys 
than girls? 

“Out of the three that have been 
done, I think this is the most suitable 
for boys, but I don’t think any parent 
should be put off or shy away from 
bringing either boys or girls here.” 


It’s early days yet, of course, and 
it’s not possible to determine any sort 
of ‘success rate’ with regard to 
children staying with ballet or even 
going on to become dancers 
themselves, but the latter would 
surely be the ultimate triumph of My 
First Ballet? 

“Yes, I would hope so. I definitely 
know that people who have been to 
see it have gone on to see other 
productions. 

“Children try it and go to classes, 
but for anyone it’s a great 
opportunity to see live theatre and 
hear classical music, which doesn’t 


necessarily get a look-in. 

“It’s good for people to hear where 
all the music they listen to orginally 
came from.” 

So the joy of ballet - and indeed 
classical music - is being shared with 
children, at least some of whom will 
hopefully develop their appreciation 
to some degree. But the other 
obvious question relates to those 
who are with them for My First Ballet 
productions such as Coppelia... what 

44 We find that the 

audience is not a typical 
ballet audience - it is 
more a commercial- 
theatre audience 99 

do the parents make of it all? Is there 
a new legion of middle-aged ballet 
aficionados absorbing a genre that 
does demand some level of genuine 
effort if it is to be enjoyed to the full? 

“What we find is that the audience 
is not a typical ballet audience - it’s 
more a commercial-theatre audience 
and it’s an opportunity for them to 
see what it means to be a ballet 
dancer. They tend to develop a 
new-found respect for the art form.” 

And that’s probably something 
that could do many more of us a lot 
of good. You know where to go... 

■ My First Ballet: Coppelia is at 
the Assembly Hall Theatre, 
Tunbridge Wells, on Saturday and 
Sunday, May 3-4. 

Tickets are priced from £10-£25 for 
adults and £8-£20 for children. 

Visit www.assemblyhalltheatre.co. 
uk or phone the box office on 01892 
530613. 


LEARN TO 
SWIM 

Get confident for 
the summer! 

New Crash course for Easter 
7th - 10th April 



Lessons for children of all ages and abilities from parent and baby to beginners. 
Improvers to more advanced swimmers, life saving skills, rookie lifeguard and adult 
lessons. Group and 121 private lessons available. New term in April. 


Weekly lessons at all locations are available 


Classes at Gravesend, Northfleet, Dartford, Cobham, Otford, Sevenoaks, 
Ashford, Maidstone and Medway. 

3 New Pools Hilton in Maidstone, Mercure in Maidstone, 
Crockenhill in Swanley 

Franchise options available! 


Keep an eye out for: 

• Easter and May crash courses! • 5 week summer school in your area! 



Places limited call today 01474 878248 

www.angelasswimschool.co.uk 



To advertise your cracking 
Easter events here call 

01303 817150 




£6Tor adults | £3 for children (313) www.sklr.net | info@sklr.net I 01795 424899 
£4 for concessions www.facebook.com/groups/SandKLR ©SandKLR 

‘toSSr and4children) Sat. Nav. use: ME10 2XD | Reg. Charity No. 1057079 


} Sittingbourne’sSteam Railway 

Don’t forget it’s Mother’s Day this Sunday! 

Bring your Mum 
for a ride and 
free plant for you to 
especially for her 
(while stocks 
Trains depart 
Sittingbourne 
station (in Sitti 
Retail Park) 
every Sunday 
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¥ SATURDAY 12* APRIL 

* Doors open 
6-45pm for 7-30pm start 


Non members £7 Members£5 


Light refreshments afterwards 


Details on website 



takina to 



ach to 



A brief Twitter conversation has paved 
way for poet George Szirtes to join the 
line-up at the Folkestone Festival 



A MESSAGE sent in jest on 
social-networking site 
Twitter has ended with 
renowned Hungarian- 
born poet George Szirtes agreeing 
to read poetry from a beach hut in 
Folkestone. 

Szirtes is lined up to appear as 
part of the Folkestone Festival in 
May after responding to Helen 
Thomson on Twitter. 

Mrs Thomson, a writer who 
lives in Elham, was browsing the 
site when up popped a comment 
she responded to without realising 
who had posted it, suggesting 
they get themselves a beach hut in 
Folkestone. 

When Szirtes replied, back in 
August, she carried on the 
conversation and asked whether 
he would like to read poetry at 
her hut, which to her surprise he 
agreed to. 

Mrs Thomson said: “I don’t 
really use Twitter, but I just 


happened to be on it when there 
was a comment from him. 

“He said something about 
Sunday being a mere shadow of 
Saturday. I replied and said you 
need a beach hut in Folkestone, 
which he replied back to. 

I thought ‘Oh my goodness’. 

“When I sent the first message I 
didn’t look at whose name it was 
-1 just looked at the comment. 

“It was only when he replied 
that I realised who it was. It is one 
of those funny ideas that has just 
grown and it’s quite exciting.” 

Szirtes was born in Budapest but 
moved to England as a refugee 
aged 12 and lived in London. 

He has written numerous books 
since his first, The Slant Door, 
from 1979. He received the TS 
Eliot Prize for his work Reel in 
2004 and was shortlisted for Bad 
Machine last year. 

Now living in Norwich, he also 
works as a book-translator. He will 


be joined by local poet Leah 
Thorn, who is an artist and 
activist. 

It is a new experience for Mrs 
Thomson, who hopes it will prove 
a hit: “It can be an advantage 
that people can watch without 
any expectations. That’s the 
beauty of it. 

“You can just come along and 
see if you like it. There’s no 
commitment.“You can stay for as 


short a time or as long a time as 
you wish. It’s not confined or 
restricted as a more formal event is. 

“If you don’t like it, you can just 
walk off again. It’s a great 
opportunity for Folkestone.” 

■ George Szirtes will be by 
Beach Hut Number One in 
Folkestone between 11am and 
3pm on Saturday, May 31 .For 
more information, visit www. 
folke stonefe st ival. org. 


www.sanctuaryofhealing.co.uk 


Contemporary 

Craft & Design Fair 

Purchase direct from the very best artists 
and craftmakers in the uk 



CANTERBURY 

4~6 April ui to sssp 

12 noon to 5pm Fri • 10am to 5pm Sat & Sun • AA Signposted off A290 
CT2 9DT • Admission £4.00 • Over 65’s £3.50 • Under 14’s Free 


www.craftinfocus.com t 01622 747325 



For more details and to book general admission tickets online visit 

www.kentlife.org.uk be 

Kent Life, Lock Lane, Maidstone, Kent ME14 3AU. Junction 6 of the M20. T: 01622 763936 


heritage farm par k 
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Are you champions of the garden? 


Our sister publication Kent Life is on the search for gardeners as good as last year’s winners of Kent’s 
Garden of the Year and Best Primary School Garden. Could it be you? If so, enter this competition, held in 
association with Hadlow College, Bybrook Barn Garden Centre and chYps Children’s Hospice at Home 



Pictures: LEIGH CLAPP 


Amateur Garden of the Year 

“WE first heard [editor] Sarah Sturt 
talking about the Kent Life garden 
competition with Andy Garland on 
BBC Radio Kent’s Sunday gardening 
programme,” said Eileen Prosser, 
who, with husband Phil, was the 
worthy winner of the 2013 contest. 
The pair are pictured left. 

“Our initial thoughts were that 
our garden wasn’t large or grand 
enough, but we love our garden and 
hoped the judges would, too. 

“When we had the phone call to 
say we were one of the five runners- 
up we were delighted. 

“The lovely tea at Hadlow College 
was a wonderful experience and 
when we heard we had won, well, 
that was the icing on the cake, such 
a wonderful feeling and one we will 
never forget. 

“We bought a beautiful statue 
with our vouchers and our bench 
takes pride of place on the patio. So 
even if you do not have a large grand 
garden, don’t be put off entering - if 
you love your garden, then who 
knows, the judges might, too.” 



Primary School Garden of the Year 


“WE really enjoyed taking part in the 
competition. 

“Since winning, the profile of 
the garden has risen among the 
parents and children and most 
lunchtimes and playtimes there is 
an increasing number of children 
wanting to garden,” said Paul Curtis, 
from St Mary’s Catholic Primary 
School, the 2013 Primary School 


Garden of the Year winners. 

“I would recommend entering this 
competition. Having the Kent Life 
editor and photographer visit the 
school together was fantastic for our 
children, and while winning was a 
shock it was equally amazing that 
their hard work had been rewarded.” 

Continued on page >4 » 


Danny Clarke 
The Flat Roofing 
Specialist 

• Free Estimates and advice 
• All Guttering and Fascia Work undertaken 

• Special Offer ~ 
GARAGE ROOFS only £500! 

All works Guaranteed for 10 YEARS 

01634 680103 / 
07608 776469 



No job too small 
DSS Welcome. 24 hour 
Free estimates. Friendly advice 
and competitive rates. 

Storage facility available. 


01634 280085 07889 308755 

Local Authority Approved 


_ KITCHEN 

<C^ANDY SHEPHERD^} 

~ DESIGNER LTD ~ 
Suppliers and Installers of Quality 

• Bathrooms 

• Bedrooms »im» 

• Kitchens 

Tel/Fax 01634 379423 

www.as-kitchens.co.uk 


ALL TONES 

BUILDING & DECORATING 


EXTENSIONS/RENOVATIONS 
CARPENTRY/JOINERY 
PLASTERING/DECORATING 
KITCHEN/BATHROOM 
DESIGN & INSTALL 
GARDEN LANDSCAPING 
ALL WORK UNDERTAKEN 
NO JOB TOO SMALL 
FRIENDLY, RELIABLE 
& FULLY INSURED 
www.alltonesbuildinganddecorating.co.uk 
www.alltoneshandyman.co.uk 


CALL PAUL: 
07586 854 866 
01322 807 425 

TO BEAT ANY 
GENUINE WRITTEN 
QUOTATION. 


AFFORDABLE 

WOOD BURNING 

STOVES 

from £334 delivered 

Specialising in 
Country Kiln 
Wood Burning and 
Multi Fuel Stoves 

T. 01560 483 966 

www.woodburningstoveslimited.com 



TJ 

Heating Services 


Plumbing & 



• Service and installation 

• Replacement and repair 

• Gas fires, combi boilers, water heaters & cookers 

• Fully insured and reliable service 


Boiler Service £50 


Landlords Certificate £60 


01 


Boiler Breakdown Cover £5.99 

795 475391 • 07912 940875 


TRAX MOBILE DISCO 


Dance the night away to music 
from the past to present day 
chart toppers 

• WEDDINGS • ENGAGEMENTS 
• BIRTHDAYS • FUNCTIONS 
• ANNIVERSARIES 

CALL FOR QUOTE 07810 282 107 

e: traxmobiledisco@hotmail.co.uk 

PAT Tested RL.I. (public liability insurance] 



^ K.O. 

'nnMucTir di 


DOMESTIC REPAIRS 



309158 


• Washing Machines 

• Tumble Dryers 

• Fridge Freez ers 

• Ovens 

• Dishwasher^*'*®®* 

NO CALL OUT CHARGE 
Mon - Fri 8am - 7pm and 
Sat & Sun 8am - 5pm 

ALL WORK GUARANTEED 
PARTS/LABOUR 

/ 07958 065395 


Lo C$/ 
Handyman 

Plumbing (City & Guilds Qualified) ~ Bathrooms 
Washing Machines Installed ~ Radiators Moved 
Landlords / Property Maintenance ~ Guttering 
Painting/Decorating ~ Flat Pack Assembly 
Garden Maintenance ~ Hedge Trimming 
Laminate Flooring ~ General Repairs ~ Odd Jobs 
No job to small ~ References Available 
Fully Insured ~ All areas of Kent covered 

VCall Clive: 07765 663322 y 





Electrical-Plumbing-Carpentry 
Kitchens & Bathrooms fitted 
Floor and Wall Tiling 
Painting & Decorating 
Handyman Services 


HANDYMAN SERVICES 



www.doitall4u.co.uk 

07771-501828 
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ENTRIES are now being invited for 
this year’s 2014 Kent Life Amateur 
Garden of the Year and Best Primary 
School Garden competitions. 

This is the fifth year our sister 
publication Kent Life has run the 
awards, and this year the event has 
new supporters. 

Joining sponsor Hadlow College, 
which has backed the competition 
from year one and provided the 
venue and high tea for the afternoon 
prize-giving ceremony, are Bybrook 
Barn Garden Centre and Kent Life’s 
Charity of the Year, chYps or 
Children’s Hospice at Home. 

The Ashford garden centre is 
generously providing the two overall 
winners’ benches, plus vouchers to 
spend at the store for the winners 
and runners-up. Don’t miss your 
chance to win some of the fabulous 
prizes - enter today! 

Category One 

Garden of the Year 

Open to all amateur gardeners, whatever the size of your garden. 


RULES 

Closing date for entries: Friday, June 13 

Eight finalists will be selected and visited by the judging 
panel, headed by Roger Platts, award-winning garden 
designer, grower and plantsman, after June 13. 

All finalists’ gardens will be photographed by Kent Life 
by Tuesday, July 1. Finalists will be invited to a celebratory 
high tea at Hadlow College on Thursday, September 18, 
when the winners and runners-up will be announced. 

Photographs and sketches cannot be returned, and by 
submitting them you are agreeing to their use in Kent 
Life and its associated website and publications. 

CRITERIA 

The panel will look at the overall design, planting, 
maintenance, special features and personal connection. 
For schools, children’s involvement and ecological and 
educational processes will also be considered. 

HOW TO ENTER 

Fill in the entry form right and either email your entry 
to editor@kent-life.co.uk or post to Kent Life Garden 
Competition, Kent Life, Archant Kent, Apple Barn, Hythe 
Road, Smeeth, near Ashford TN25 6SS. 

You can also visit www.kent-life.co.uk. 


Category One 

Primary School Garden of the Year 

Open to all primary schools in Kent where gardening is part of your curriculum and 
where the children are actively involved in a gardening club. 


How to enter 

• Complete the entry form below 

• Attach a written description of the 
school garden and any supporting 
programmes 

• Include up to six photographs 

• Optional: add some pictures/input from 
the children 

• Send in by post or email or enter online 
at www.kent-life.co.uk 


First prize 

• Engraved bench as trophy 

• Framed personalised certificate 

• £250 Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 
vouchers 

• Pictorial feature in Kent Life 

Two runners-up 

• Framed personalised certificate 

• £100 Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 
vouchers 


efe; tH ^ Bybrook Barn 

__h_ - ™ WA Garden Centre 




How to enter 

• Complete the entry form right 

• Attach a written description of your 
garden and what it means to you 

• Include up to six photographs taken 
either last season or this year that show 
overviews and details 

• Add a sketch plan if possible 

• Send in by post or email or enter online 
at www.kent-life.co.uk 


First prize 

• Engraved bench as trophy 

• Framed personalised certificate 

• £250 Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 
vouchers 

• Pictorial feature in Kent Life 
Four runners-up 

• Framed personalised certificate 

• £100 Bybrook Barn Garden Centre 
vouchers 


Entry Form 2014 

Category 1 Garden of the Year Q Category 2 Primary School Garden of the Year Q 

Your name:. 

Address:. 

Postcode:. 

Telephone: . 

Email:. 

* DON'T FORGET! Have you also included? 

Description Q Photos Q Plan of the garden Q 

* Entries are invalid without all supporting materials and images 


FREE MICROCHIPPING 
from Dogs Trust 
Please visit us at: 



Studd Hill Community Centre 
46 Daimler Avenue, Herne Bay, CT6 8AG 

Tuesday 1st April 

10-2pm 

Contact 0207 8370006 for more details or 
visit www.chipmydog.org.uk 
f 



*Offer open to dog owners aged 18 or over regardless of benefit status, subject to availability and resources of 
the charity. Please note that Dogs Trust does not currently fund any other veterinary treatment. No appointment 
needed. We strongly advise that puppies being chipped are fully vaccinated beforehand. We reserve the right to ask 
for proof of vaccination. We cannot chip any other pets at this event. The Promoter: Dogs Trust, 17 Wakley Street, 
London, EC1V 7RQ. Registered Charity Numbers: 227523 and SC037843. 



DogsTrust 
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Gardening EWorld [Jimited 


Tel: 

01795 841199 


GARDEN CENTRE 


Open 7 days a week 
Mon - Sat 9-5 
Sun 10-4 


www.gardeningworldlimited.co.uk 


Come and find us: Just off the A2 (Rainham side) Newington, Nr Sittingbourne ME9 7SZ 

We are a large centre 
stocking a huge 
range of 
excellent quality 
garden plants: 

Bedding Plants, 

Roses, Perennials, 

Herbs, Specimen 
Trees and Shrubs, 

Grasses, Palms, 

Young Trees and 
Shrubs, Bamboos, 

Climbing Plants, 

Hanging Baskets 


Senior Citizens can claim 10% off 
their plants MONDAY to FRIDAY (but not weekends) 

TRADE DISCOUNTS ALSO AVAILARLE 

Daisy Chain Tearoom 
Open 

10am to 4pm DAILY 


On site we have a unique African Craft Centre stocked 
with a HUGE selection of hand made African artifacts. 
Come and see our amazing range of • ELEPHANTS 
• GIRAFFES • DRUMS • MASKS 
• POTTERY • WOODEN FURNITURE 

Plus Lots More! 
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ISLAND PARADISE : The delightful Shurland Hotel at Eastchurch has enjoyed an extensive refurbishment since its official opening back in October 


M Y mood wasn’t the 
best as I arrived on 
the Isle of Sheppey in 
the dark and wet and 
battled my way slowly 
through Friday rush-hour traffic 
towards The Shurland Hotel in 
Eastchurch. 

But it was easy to find, on a 
prominent corner next to the 
substantial All Saints Church, and 
the welcome awaiting me in the 
smart black and white reception area 
was warm and friendly. 

I was whisked up to the 
Aquamarine Suite and, minutes 
later, lying back in a hot, bubbling 
jacuzzi bath, I started to feel 
distinctly better. 

The room was quite plain but 
perfectly comfortable - a three-seat 
squashy cream sofa, a four-poster 
bed with a gauzy drape, simple 
wooden furnishings and a distinct 
lack of ‘frills’ - but, as I was soon to 
learn, all this is about to change. 

The hotel’s name references 
Shurland Hall, near Eastchurch, 
named after its original 12th-century 
owners the De Shurlands. 

While not quite of that vintage, 
there was quite a bit of reconstruction 
work to be done when three 
business partners bought The 
Shurland last summer before its 
official opening in October. 

The ground floor was the first 
target and money was invested in 
gutting, enlarging and basically 
transforming a very traditional 
and dated area into the crisp, 
contemporary space it is today. 

The black and white theme that 
begins in the reception continues 


My visit coincided with the start of 
the new spring menu (they will 
change every three months). 

After some fresh, warm poppy¬ 
seed bread served with oil and 
vinegar and good butter, I tucked 
into pressed terrine of slow-roasted 
pork belly served with apple chutney 
and wafer-thin granary toast. 

Managing to be earthy and meaty 
yet also light, the terrine was 
perfectly complemented by the 
sweetness of the chutney and a 
beautifully-dressed salad. 

A fine red Italian Barolo Giacosa 
Fratelli was the perfect 
accompaniment and also went very 
well with my main course of 
Gressingham duck. Pan-fried, the 
richness of the breast was offset by a 
deliciously sharp blueberry glaze; 
Savoy cabbage and roasted carrots 
were the simple accompaniments. 

Other choices include pan-fried sea 
bass on chive mash, rack of lamb, 
steaks - and beer-battered haddock 
with hand-cut fries and minted 
mushy peas (the choice of most). 

I was delighted to see a separate 
vegetarian menu, with four choices 
per course and imaginative ones at 
that - spiced couscous with roast 
artichoke and tomato ragout and an 
Asian-style vegetable curry both 
tempted. 

I knew to expect a lot from the 
desserts, a speciality of chef Simon 
Dallas, and I was not to be 
disappointed. His Normandy apple 
flan with sauce Anglaise was 
stunning: exquisitely thin pastry 
and strawberries adding a hint of 
sweetness to the sharper apples. 

After a good night’s sleep, I took 


A Shur thing 


Sarah Sturt, the editor of our sister 
publication Kent Life, is impressed by a 
delightful gem on the Isle of Sheppey 


through to the bar, lounge and 
restaurant, with black stencils of birds 
on the white walls, black leather 
seating and stools on chrome 
pedestals up at the smart, well-lit bar. 

It’s all very different from the 
‘busy’ carpet, red-patterned 
wallpaper and shiny wooden 
furnishings of before and it has 
inevitably meant a change of 
clientele to an extent. 

Other changes at ground-floor 
level include The Island Gym & Spa, 
where much has been spent on new 
state-of-the-art equipment, a sauna 
and solarium. 

It is up to 500 members already 
and the facilities are all available to 
hotel guests - next time I’ll pack my 
trainers. 

I opted to eat in the bar as the 
restaurant was quiet and it looked 
more fun. 

People were at tables throughout 
the ground-floor area, where there 
are lots of little nooks and crannies, 
choosing from either the bar menu 
(baguettes, grills, jacket potatoes) or 
the more elaborate restaurant one. 

There was a nice, happy buzz. 


■ An expanded version of this 
article can be enjoyed in 

April’s Kent Life. .. 

it’s out now! 

Or subscribe online @ 

subscriptionsave.co.uk or 
www.buymag.co.uk/KE 
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breakfast in the restaurant, which 
overlooks the substantial parish 
church. With a tiled floor, part- 
panelled walls in black and white, 
leaf wall decorations and sculptural 
pieces in its alcoves, it seats 46 on 
high-backed black leather chairs at 
sturdy square tables. 

P enny, efficient and friendly, 
served me poached eggs on 
wholemeal toast just how I 
like them; my only comment 
would be that I would have preferred 
a cafetiere of coffee rather than 
having to ask for it by the cup. 

The manager showed me round 
the rest of the hotel and discussed the 
plans for the bedrooms - perfectly 
functional, they don’t yet match the 
style of the revamped ground floor, 
but by the time you read this, 
changes will have been made to all 
rooms and the carpets in upstairs 
public areas. 

I was impressed by the large 
function suite with its own bar. 
Already proving popular for 
weddings and corporate functions, it 
is also versatile: a local judo club was 
training there on my visit. 

This is an interesting addition to 
the island and one that’s already 
making big changes and attracting a 
wider clientele, increasingly from 
further afield. One to watch. 

■ The Shurland Hotel 
79-81 High Street, 

Eastchurch ME 12 4EH 
Telephone: 01795 881100 
Email: info @ theshurlandhotel .co.uk 
Web: www.theshurlandhotel.co.uk 
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STEAKS GRILLED THE 
SALADS FRESHLY 


AT BENTLEYS FROM 8.30AM 

UNLIMITED FILTER COFFEE AND TEA £1.4 


flrou LIKE, 
iPARED 

7 ENGLISH £5 

VSPAPERS AVAILABLE 


LABLE 

_ 


EVERY SATURDAY NIG ] 

piM COO M^jl! 

FREE BOTTLE OF HOUSES! 
WITH TWO PEOPL E^]Nil 

MONDAY NIGHT M^BResI 
TON OF PIES ALL SERVEU)A/I1 
AND VEGETABLES ONLYK 
3NT FORGET OUR SUNDAY LU 


SON 
»! T€XT 


BCNTICVS TO 80012 
TO G€T TH€ DPP 

*TEXTS CHARGED AT 
STANDARD NETWORK RATE 


BENTLEY’S 


LOUNGE & GRILL 

■Mi !;. 1REiT 

■UARfet!! Clf ![!LK[U 

01-143 449160 
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your say. 


Send us your views. 

Write to: 

KoS, Apple Barn, Hythe Rd, 
Smeeth, Ashford, TN25 6SS. 

Email: 

editorial@kosmedia.co.uk 

Twitter: 

@kosmedia 

Please include your name and 
address, although these will 
be withheld in exceptional 
circumstances, and a daytime 
phone number for verification 
(this will not be published). We 
reserve the right to edit all letters. 


Airport ‘disaster’ 
was not a surprise 

I SYMPATHISE with those likely to 
become redundant following the 
closure of Manston Airport and I 
hope they find new employment 
soon. 

I am also angry at how politicians 
failed to see this disaster coming and 
make adequate preparations. 

It’s been evident for years that 
Manston’s long-term future was 
shaky. Its sale for £1 and the airport 
commission’s exclusion of Manston 
from its airport-capacity expansion 
plans should have rang alarm bells. 

But no. MPs Sir Roger Gale and 
Laura Sandys and Thanet council 
leader Clive Hart preferred to talk it 
up despite evidence to the contrary. 

Anyone with an understanding of 
basic economics would have realised 
betting on the airport for Thanet’s 
recovery was a high-risk gamble. 

Instead, efforts should have been 
made to work with the government, 
the airport-owners, businesses and 
the local community to develop a 
Plan B for the airport site with 
leisure, industrial and service- 
industry options that would create 
new sustainable jobs for Thanet. 

Also, instead of waiting until after 
the disaster happened, they should 
have been lobbying a long time ago 
for the extension of the Discovery 
Park Enterprise Zone to Thanet to 
encourage new business start-ups to 
locate in our district. But instead 
they sat back and did nothing. 

In all likelihood, airport-owner 
Ann Gloag will now apply to build 
houses on the site. This will add to 
the 2,350 new houses already in the 
pipeline to be built on sites within a 
mile of the airport. This will add 
considerably to the traffic congestion 
and polluting emissions that are 
already an unpleasant feature of this 
part of Thanet. 

This is something I will strongly 
oppose and this is something that 
could have been avoided had our 
MPs and council leader engaged in 
developing a Plan B. 

One saving grace might be that the 
ill-conceived Manston Parkway 
station might now be dropped and 
the money spent instead on 
developing a full high-speed rail link 
between Ashford and Thanet. 

Cllr Ian Driver, Green Party 
parliamentary candidate 
Thanet South 

Power should be 
local not remote 

IN THE week since Tony Benn died, it 
is apposite that KoS should have so 


LETTER OF THE WEEK 







Get thinking to put 
Thanet back on map 


I DO feel for the staff at Manston 
Airport who could be losing their 
jobs, but on the other hand what 
relief that I hopefully won’t have 
to put up with any more noisy, 
polluting cargo planes coming 
over Herne Bay. 

And, if Thanet and Kent 
councils get their heads together, 
what a great prospect for jobs in 
Thanet. 

There are so many possible 
opportunities for jobs if, for 
example, they divided the land 
up and sold of parts to large 
companies. For example, try 
to get maybe Ikea to open a store, 
or get a possible solar-panel farm 


many letters devoted to how and by 
whom we should be governed, 
including the letter concerning the 
contentious issue of who is best 
placed to make planning decisions. 

Mr Benn was a passionate believer 
in the electorate having influence 
over who should govern them, hence 
his lifelong opposition to the EU. 

In many respects I did not follow 
his political philosophy, but on that 
issue I agree with him. 

By joining what was then the 
Common Market (and it is still so 
today) we surrendered the right to 
not have regulations imposed on us 
to people whom we have not elected. 

The decision of Tunbridge Wells 
Borough Council to over-rule the 
planning refusal of Southborough 
council is a microcosm of the same 
problem - decision-making being too 
far removed from the people affected. 


or even a Centre Parcs. 

Perhaps a leisure centre and 
possibly a stadium to bring back 
Ramsgate greyhounds and even 
speedway. That would create far 
more jobs then the hundred or so 
part-time jobs currently at 
Manston and it would bring 
people into Thanet for a day, or 
evening, which would help the 
surrounding towns - not people 
who just fly in and fly out and 
don’t spend any time in Thanet. 

So, come on councils, get your 
thinking caps on and let’s put 
Thanet back on the map and 
create these jobs. 

Miss Williams, Herne Bay 


It is happening here in Maidstone, 
too, where planning decisions are 
being made that ignore the wishes of 
local people and their local councils. 

It seems to be the case that the 
larger the organisation and the more 
remote decision-making becomes 
from those that will be affected, the 
more those members of the 
organisations have the collective 
arrogant opinion that ‘we know 
what is best for you’ when in reality 
they don’t. 

The bigger the organisation, the 
worse the decision-making, in my 
view. Therefore, in answer to the 
question posed by Rob Bird in the 
main letter regarding the upcoming 
Euro elections, ‘in or out, the Lib 
Dems, or Ukip?’, I choose Ukip. 

Christopher Hudson-Gool, 
Maidstone 


New blackout will 
not keep us safe 

I HAVE just experienced a second 
night of darkness, which was 
reminiscent of the war years. 

Then the absence of street lights 
was to protect the population. 

This new scheme, dreamed up by a 
number-cruncher, has the reverse 
effect, putting rate-paying residents 
in danger of accidents and attacks. 

There does not appear to have 
been any consultation in 
Gravesham. 

Would it not have been prudent, 
initially, to take out a proportion of 
lights to gauge rate-payers’ reaction? 

George Olmit, via email 

Live exports not a 
Tittle boat ride’ 

I READ with interest Sarah Linney’s 
report on live exports [KoS 16.03], in 
particular the NFU’s Frank Langrish 
saying “it’s only a nice little boat 
ride”. 

It’s no wonder we protest to stop 
people with no concern for animals. 

Jean Bridger, via email 

KCC intervention 
damaging schools 

IN THE week that Michael Gove’s 
own policy exchange said of the 
reliability of Ofsted inspectors’ 
judgements that “you would be 
better off flipping a coin”, we might 
well ask why KCC is systematically 
firing heads across the county solely 
on the basis of Ofsted inspections? 

Also, why is KCC is fostering the 
ongoing media misconception 
(arising from The Guardian) that 
such measures are taken after two 
years - while repeatedly firing heads 
with considerably less time in post 
away from the cameras. 

KCC’s glib statement that there are 
no schools without heads in place 
might seem reassuring until one 
realises this typically means a very 
long series of temps, each staying for 
one or two weeks, with no 
continuity, or strategic direction, for 
the school for months on end. 

No question that there are head¬ 
teachers who should be removed and 
robust action is needed. 

However, Kent’s macho halfwit 
responses to Ofsted reports, and 
particularly the ‘bad’ support, that if 
‘adequate’ would have prevented 
them, are causing far more damage 
to children’s educations than if KCC 
did not intervene at all. 

Ian Holton, Tunbridge Wells 


KOS 10 GUIDING PRINCIPLES 

AS part of our commitment to providing the best 
service to you, we have produced our 10 guiding 
principles which tie in with our parent company 
Archant’s overall mission statement. 

Archant’s mission statement is: “We bring 
together motivated buyers and sellers through the 
creation of unique and compelling content and 
community expertise.” This is summed up in the 
strapline 'Inspiring Communities’. 


The way KoS will create our unique and 
compelling content is to follow these 10 principles: 

Kent on Sunday will: 

1) Be available in every postcode in Kent. 

2) Be fair, accurate and balanced. 

3) Be written in clear, concise English. 

4) Not be overly sensational. 

5) Have a sense of humour. 

6) Have an easily understood division between 


news, comment and advertising. 

7) Seek to celebrate as well as constructively 
criticise. 

8) Highlight topical issues of concern to people 
living in the county. 

9) Spotlight individual cases which raise 
broader concerns. 

10) Champion causes that it feels are important 
to the well-being of the county and its people. 
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Hi-Life has been serving up 
fabulous 2 for 1 offer’s for over 

30 years. There are over 4,500 
restaurants throughout the UK to 
choose from. Visit 
www.hi-life.co.uk for more 
information 

12 issues from £17.99 with a digital subscription* 

12 issues from £24.99 with a print subscription 


EASY WAYS TO ORDER: 

^ www.subscriptionsave.co.uk/NP14A 
® 0844 848 4211 and quote code LKENPA14 

T&C’s: Savings are based on the cover price for one year and Direct Debit is UK only. Print subscriptions for £24.99 are available by annual Direct Debit, creditf 
debit card is S29.99 a year. Digital subscriptions for £17.99 are available by annual Direct Debit, credit/debit card is £19.99 a year. *After your first year, digital 
subscriptions continue at £19.99 on an annual basis. Your email address is required to send your unique voucher code which enables you to redeem your 
membership online - this will be sent within 5 working days. For Hi-Life terms and conditions please visit www.hi-life.co.uk. Offer ends 30/05/14. 
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VISITOR CENTRE 


Open 7 days a 
week 10am - 5pm 

Ticket Prices 

Adults-£5 
Child (Ages 5-15) 

and OAP-E2.50 


Join us for a journey 


through the history of Britain’s best loved toys! 


Family-£12.50 


Featuring rare products from the Hornby, 

Scalextric, Airfix and Corgi archives. Track the history 
of Hornby’s iconic model trains from Frank Hornby’s 
early home-made toys in sheet metal, through the 
development of Hornby ‘O’ gauge and Hornby-Dublo. 
Don't miss the spectacular model railway layouts. The 
Hornby Retail Shop offers an extensive range of Hornby, 
Scalextric, Airfix, Humbrol and Corgi products. 


(2 Adults and up to 
4 children) 



www.hornby.com/visitorcentre Tel: 01843 233524 
E-mail: visitorcentre@hornby.com 
WESTWOOD MARGATE KENT CT9 4JX 


www.facebook.com/ 

hornbymodelrailways 


On the A254 Ramsgate Road, between 
Westwood Cross Shopping Centre and Margate. 
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HS2 will cost us £159m f 
claims campaign group 


By Chris Britcher 

chris.britcher@archant.co.uk 


THE county’s economy could lose up 
to £159 million a year if the Govern¬ 
ment’s HS2 high-speed rail plans get 
the go-ahead. 

The figure is being used by a cam¬ 
paign group opposed to the introduc¬ 
tion of a service which would see fast 
trains link London to the north. 

It claims the figure comes from an 
official report by KPMG on the eco¬ 
nomic impact of HS2 on the nation. 

Kent, it claims, would be one of 50 
areas to lose out financially if it’s 
built. 

The HS2 Action Alliance, set up in 
2010 to fight the plans, says news the 
link between the HS1 terminus at St 
Pancras and the proposed HS2 termi¬ 
nus at Euston is being scrapped will 
also hit Kent. 

The decision means there will be no 
direct high speed rail services be¬ 
tween Europe, Kent, London, Bir¬ 
mingham and the north west of Eng¬ 
land. 

The group claims economic output 
in Kent could suffer as businesses 



FAST: But will lack of link hit us hard? 

choose to invest nearer the new HS2 
line between London, Birmingham 
and Crewe. 

According to the KPMG research, 
Kent would see its economic output 
fall by up to £159m a year. 

The report is the same which shows 
a £15bn benefit to the UK economy - 
but, campaigners say, after submit¬ 
ting a Freedom of Information Act, 


has also revealed regions which will 
possibly miss out. 

Peter Chegwyn, local campaigns 
director for the HS2 Action Alliance, 
said: “The KPMG report shows Brit¬ 
ain will have a two-tier economy if 
HS2 is built with areas close to the 
line gaining and many other areas 
losing out. 

“KPMG admitted its report clearly 
shows the benefits of HS2 for some re¬ 
gions and the negative impacts it 
might have on others. 

“HS2 is very bad news for Kent as 
jobs could be lost if firms choose to re¬ 
locate nearer to the new HS2 rail line. 

“Just as Kent gained from business 
investment when the HS1 rail line 
was built, so too the KPMG research 
shows that Kent will suffer if HS2 is 
built. 

“Kent has nothing to gain but eve¬ 
rything to lose from HS2 including 
local jobs and economic output.” 

Kent has benefitted greatly from 
HS1 which has slashed travel times to 
London and continues to attract in¬ 
vestment. 

What do you think? Will Kent suf¬ 
fer? Share your views. Email us at 
editorial@kosmedia.co.uk. 


Job confidence 
levels swelling 

CONFIDENCE in the south 
east is on the up, according 
to the third National Careers 
Service Job Confidence 
Index. 

In figures released on 
Friday, it revealed four in five 
people in the region (80 per 
cent) became more job 
confident or maintained the 
same confidence levels in 
their job and ability to find 
work since November 2013, 
when the last index results 
were available - an increase 
of three percent. 


Awards return 
after hit debut 


THE Sevenoaks Business 
Awards 2014 will be launched 
by the Sevenoaks Town 
Partnership on Wednesday. 

The event will be launched 
at the coffee morning hosted 
by the Sevenoaks and District 
Chamber of Commerce at 
the town council offices. 

The awards, which were 
launched in 2013, will 
culminate in a black tie 
ceremony to take place on 
September 26. 



KCC sets its sights 
on further £100m 
of European funds 

COUNTY Hall chiefs say they hope to snag another £100 
million of European funding over the next six years - to 
add to the £31m secured since 2007. 

Kent County Council is now looking at how to build on 
this success to make more of Kent’s position as the coun¬ 
try’s gateway to Europe - encouraging businesses to ex¬ 
port more and lobbying the UK government to make sure 
the county gets access to any appropriate funding. 

The £31.6m that came in to the county from 2007-2013 
supported more than 80 projects and another round of 
funding will follow for 2014-2020. 

Among the projects supported were redundant workers 
from the Pfizer plant in Sandwich, and for firms across the 
county to help them cut costs and become more energy 
efficient. 

Information about investment in Kent was examined 
through KCC’s select committee on ‘Kent’s European rela¬ 
tionship’. The committee’s report praised the work of the 
international affairs group and the county council’s repre¬ 
sentatives in Brussels who act to promote the county’s pri¬ 
orities and projects. 

The report also argues that, with the right “direction, 
support and commitment”, the international affairs group 
could help bring more than £100m of EU funding to Kent 
from 2014-20. 

Alex King, who chaired the select committee, said: 
“With one EU funding programme having just ended, the 
new programme for 2014-20 is potentially very positive 
for Kent - and the county is eligible for a range of funding 
streams. These include money designed to work across 
borders and regions. I believe that through a continued, 
reinvigorated focus, KCC can maximise its share of EU 
funding for the county - its residents and businesses in a 
critical period for local government finance.” 





.because you can still leave school at 16 


01634 402020 
www.midkent.ac.uk 
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Mid Kent College 

A great alternative to school sixth forms 
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Advertiser’s Announcement 


Business & Training 


Helping you prosper 


In his 2014 Budget speech, the 
Chancellor set the scene for the 
announcements stating that “if 
you’re a maker, doer or a saver: this 
Budget is for you”. 

Towards the end of last year the 
Government issued the majority 
of the clauses, in draft, of Finance 
Bill 2014 together with updates on 
consultations. The publication of the 
draft Finance Bill clauses is now an 
established way in which tax policy 
is developed, communicated 
and legislated. 

The Budget updated some of these 
previous announcements and also 
proposed further measures. Some of 
these changes apply from April 2014 
and some take effect at a later date. 

A few of the headline Budget 
announcements affecting 
businesses included: 

■ The welcome news for SMEs that 
the Annual Investment Allowance 


will be doubled to £500,000 until the 
end of 2015. 

■ The Government are to back 
businesses that invest and export. 
Direct lending to businesses to 
promote exports doubled to £3 
billion and interest rates on that 
lending were cut by a third 

■ Enhanced (100%) capital 
allowances for spending on plant 
and machinery in enterprise zones 
are to be extended to 31 March 2020. 

■ The increase in SME repayable tax 
credit in respect of research and 
development expenditure from 
11% to 14.5% will help small loss 
making start-ups. 

We have produced a summary of 
this year’s Budget announcements 
which you can obtain your 
FREE copy of by emailing us at 
marketing@uhy-uk.com, quoting 
Kent on Saturday/Sunday. 
Alternatively, speak directly to one 
of our UHY Kent advisers for advice 
on your individual situation 
on 01795 475363. 


Budget reveals 
increase to 
investment 
allowances 

T HE Chancellor’s Budget last week an¬ 
nounced some interesting changes. 
News for businesses included the in¬ 
creased Annual Investment Allow¬ 
ance to £500,000 from April 2014 
until December 31, 2015. 

The AIA provides 100 per cent deduction for 
the cost of most plant and machinery purchased 
by a business. 

Expenditure exceeding the annual limit gen¬ 
erally attracts allowances of only 18 per cent or 
8 per cent. Any planned large investment there¬ 
fore should be undertaken by December 2015. 

Small/Medium Entities who undertake re¬ 
search and development and have losses can 
claim a tax credit by way of an HMRC cash sum. 

From April 1, 2014, the rate of the R&D pay¬ 
able tax credit will increase from 11 per cent to 
14.5 per cent, perhaps an example of the Gov¬ 
ernment’s intention to encourage innovation. 

Significant pension changes were an¬ 
nounced, which will enable more flexibility for 
individuals on how they use their accumulated 
pension pot to fund their retirement, including 
the option to draw 100 per cent of their fund. 

The greater range of options will mean that 
getting the right advice at the point of 



CHANGES: A Budget for business growth? 

retirement will be even more important. 

Previously-announced tax incentives for 
childcare have been increased to enable parents 
to claim up to £2,000 per year per child. 

Self-employed parents will be able to get sup¬ 
port with childcare costs in the Tax-Free Child¬ 
care scheme, unlike the current employer- 
supported schemes. 

Other changes include increased ISA limits 
for savers and previously announced changes 
for Limited Liability Partnerships and Capital 
Gains Tax on principal private residences. 

■ You can a report on the Budget by GMP at 
www.gmpaccountants.co.uk. 



Hacker Young 

Chartered Accountants 


We specialise in providing a wide range 
of partner-led accountancy and business 
advisory services. 

Our services include: 

• Accounting and auditing 

• Business advice 

• Compliance 

• Corporate finance 

• Personal and corporate tax 

• VAT advice and planning 

• Payroll - including PAYE, NIC and CIS 

Ultimately, we are focused on you and 
helping you prosper; call us for a free 
initial consultation meeting with one of 
our partners. 





Contact Andrew Cooper or Allan Hickie: 

t: +44 (0)1795 475 363 
e sittingbourne@uhy-uk.com 


www.uhy-uk.com/sittingbourne 


HelpiV^ yoot pCDsper 


GMP 

CHARTERED ACCOUNTANTS 


Gibbons 
Mannington 
& Phipps 


Get professional help 
from qualified people throughout your life 
Whether working, retiring or planning, let us 
help you make the right decisions 



20 Eversley Road Landgate Chambers 82 High Street 
Bexhill-on-Sea Rye Tenterden 

01424 210530 01797 223127 01580 765171 

For long term value and service 
www.gmpaccountants.co.uk 
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Business & Training 


New campaign urges creative businesses 
to support the next generation of talent 


K ENT Channel Chamber of 
Commerce is leading a 
campaign to support the 
creative and cultural 
sector of businesses in 
east Kent, encouraging their engage¬ 
ment with local young people and the 
take-up of apprenticeships in 
particular. 

Working with the National Ap¬ 
prenticeship Service and key local 
stakeholders, the Chamber will help 
to breakdown the barriers that exist 
for businesses recruiting more young 
people. 

It will also take full advantage of 
the wealth of financial incentives that 
exist within the area to develop new 
apprenticeship opportunities in this 
sector. 

East Kent is at the forefront of 
developing a new wave of creative 
businesses and with clusters already 
thriving in the coastal towns of 
Folkestone, Margate and Deal, this 
sector now represents a significant 
and growing proportion of the 
business community. 

Peter Hobbs, special projects direc¬ 
tor for Kent Channel Chamber of 



Commerce, is leading this initiative 
and is looking forward to supporting 
many of these creative businesses in 
their efforts to expand during the 
year ahead. 


He said: “Our chamber has an 
increasing number of members in 
this sector and this has already given 
us a key insight into the issues sur¬ 
rounding skills and training in the 


creative and cultural industries. 

“As a fully independent, non-for- 
profit organisation, largely funded by 
our members, we intend to target our 
efforts and, working with local part¬ 


ners, ensure that these exciting busi¬ 
nesses along the east Kent coast gain 
access to the talent available locally. 

“It’s also important to highlight 
many of the attractive funding op¬ 
tions currently available to these 
businesses, from £1,500 to £200,000, 
with some funds being exclusive to 
different parts of east Kent, such as 
Romney Marsh, Shepway and Thanet. 

“The chamber’s role will be to pro¬ 
vide accessible routes to these fund¬ 
ing opportunities and create relation¬ 
ships with local stakeholders that 
ensure each participating business 
enjoys tangible benefits.” 

He added: “We have recently re¬ 
located our chamber headquarters to 
The Workshop in the heart of Folke¬ 
stone’s creative quarter, so we are in 
an ideal position to work alongside 
many of these businesses and support 
them during the year ahead.” 

If you are a creative business based 
in east Kent and are interested in re¬ 
ceiving support from Kent Channel 
Chamber of Commerce, phone Tracy 
Reynolds on 01303 722227 or email 
tracy.reynolds @kentchannelcham- 
ber.co.uk 


OPERATOR 
TRAINING 
SERVICES 

• IPAF - la la+ lb lb+ 3a 3a+ 3b 3b+ 


WE PROVIDE QUALITY 
APPROVED TRAINING 
FROM OUR SENIOR IPAF 
INSTRUCTORS 


IAD PAV MEWPs for Managers 





Harness Renewal Courses 

PASMA - User Low Level Work At Height Essentials Managers & 

Supervisors Advanced Courses Combined Standard & Low Level 

Ladder Association - User Inspector Steps & Stools 

ALLMI - Lorry Loader (one & two days) Slinger/Signaller (one day & two days) 

0TS In-H0USe Courses - Manual Handling Abrasive Wheels Harness - 
user & inspector Construction Safety Awareness 
Two day Scaffold Inspection 


TRAINING CENTRES LOCATED AT: ASHFORD, KENT & G0DST0NE, SURREY 

WE ARE HAPPY TO OFFER ON-SITE TRAINING - NATIONAL COVERAGE 




m* 


THE OPTIONAL, 1 DAY COURSE FOR TRAINED OPERATORS 
WORKING IN CHALLENGING ENVIRONMENTS 




kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KMI 


Join Kent’s best 
kept secret 



Business Services at MidKent College consists of a team of training consultants 
with the knowledge and experience to improve an organisation from top to 
bottom. We offer four key services: 


Bespoke Training - We offer a wide range of bespoke training packages, offering 
professional qualifications in a variety of sectors including Education, Leadership and 
Management, Project Management, Health and Safety, and Security. 

Microsoft IT Academy (newly awarded Centre of Excellence status) - Those keen 
to keep up-to date with technology can take advantage of our Microsoft Academy 
which offers a range of fully-accredited technical and Microsoft Office programmes 
from our dedicated IT suites. 

JobShop - The JobShop provides free recruitment solutions by advertising job 
vacancies to existing students who have achieved the required criteria within our 
Employability Passport Scheme. 

Apprenticeships - Business Services deliver a wide range of apprenticeship 
programmes, giving employers the support they need to train the skilled workforce of 
the future. 


{77/ Bespoke 

Vf' Training 


Microsoft* 
IT Academy 


. _ 'ent College __ 

JobShop 


$ Apprenticeships 

^3 


Discover how Business Services at MidKent College can help you stay ahead of the rest. 


Call us today or visit our website 

Telephone: 01622 624900 

Email: business.services@midkent.ac.uk 

Website: www.mkcbusiness.co.uk 
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VAUXHALL 




13 Reg Vauxhall 
Corsa 1.4 SE 5dr 

Representative Example 


60 Monthly Payments 

£149.92 

Cash Price 

£8995 

Amount of Credit 

£8995 

Total Amount Payable 

£8995 

Representative 

07.APR 


13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.4 SRi 5dr 


60 Monthly Payments 

£183.25 

Cash Price 

£10995 

Amount of Credit 

£10995 

Total Amount Payable 

£10995 

07.APR 


13 Reg Vauxhall 
Astra 1.6 SRi 5dr 


60 Monthly Payments 

£194.92 

Cash Price 

£11695 

Amount of Credit 

£11695 

Total Amount Payable 

£11695 

0°/.APR 


Cars shown for illustration purposes only. Finance subject to status, terms and conditions apply. Please ask for further details. 


Barnes Auto Store 


Sutton Road, Parkwood Estate 
Maidstone ME15 9FB 
Telephone: 08442 475 302 

www.barnesautostore.co.uk 
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MERCEDES- 
BENZ C-CLASS 


Price: 

from £26,855 

Driving appeal: 

★★★★★ 

(predicted) 

Image: 

★★★★★ 

Space: 

★★★★ 

Value: 

★★★★ 

Running costs: 

★★★★ 

How green?: 

★★★★ 

Best rival: 

BMW 3 Series 


» Read more of Steve’s 
motoring reviews in... 

Kent Life 


GUNNING FOR THE 3 SERIES: The latest Mercedes-Benz C-Class hits the streets soon and is out to take on the reigning compact exec champion 

Merc goes after champ 

The gloves are coming clean off as the latest and most polished C-Class yet 
steps up to take on BMW’s established compact executive car champion 


ii For more cars visit 

drive24.co.uk 

Poweredby f^QTORS 


I F you want to see a good 
punch-up in the car market, 
watch what happens when the 
latest Mercedes-Benz C-Class 
hits the streets. 

The UK’s long-standing compact 
executive champ has been the BMW 
3 Series, loved by keen drivers for the 
balance and handling bestowed by 
its rear-wheel-drive chassis. 

Backed also by strong second¬ 
hand values and demand that then 
allowed keen company-car deals and 
leases when bought new, the Beemer 
became established as a UK Top 10 
seller - not bad for a premium rather 
than mainstream car. 

And for a long time, its most likely 
challenger was the front-wheel-drive 
Audi A4, leaving the Merc C looking 
little more than a sparring partner 
despite sharing the 3 Series’ 
rear-driven layout. 

However, BMW’s star has been 
steadily roughed up by the current 
C-Class, launched in 2007, with 
looks, quality, handling and 
powertrains all boosted after M-B 
chiefs finally realised they needed 
not only to catch the 3 Series but also 
to restore some lost brand prestige. 

The steadfast challenge from the 
2007-generation C-Class was also 
enhanced by the Audi A4 falling 
away - the 


model has grown larger and seen 
sales cannibalised by its slightly 
smaller sister, the A3 Sportback. 

As a result of all this, the 3 Series 
remained the best-selling compact 
executive car leader in 2013, with 
24,658 sold, according to motor 
industry mouthpiece the SMMT and 
enjoying eighth place in the UK car 
sales Top 10. 

However, the C-Class notched a 
creditable 19,018 and 13th place in 
the sales chart. 

So the scene is set for a real contest 
when the new Merc arrives in June, 
priced from £26,855. 

Don’t expect fireworks right from 
the bell, though; engine choice will 
be limited initially to just two 
four-cylinder units: a 184bhp 
2.0-litre four-cylinder petrol and 
170bhp 2.2-litre turbodiesel, with 
either six-speed manual or seven- 
speed automatic gearboxes. 

But these should please most 
would-be buyers, especially with 
official combined-economy figures of 
53.3mpg and 70.6mpg respectively 
in auto format. 

And M-B promises further engine 
variants arriving later in 2014, 
which should allow the newcomer to 
properly punch its weight - and sales 
volumes. 

What will worry BMW more are 
some of the new challenger’s in-built 
advantages such as making half 
of the car from 

aluminium, 
taking out 
100 kilos 
of weight 
- equiva¬ 
lent to 


stopping to dump a tubby male 
passenger and making him walk. 

This has delivered better economy 
and emissions, as well as better 
handling, says M-B, the latter claim 
being a powerful one since the 
outgoing car landed a big hit on the 
3 Series by blending a typically 
pliant and comfortable Mercedes- 
Benz ride with much of the 
BMW’s cornering and handling 
panache. 

The new car promises the same 
and more, plus the option of a sector 
first: air suspension or Airmatic, as 
M-B prefers, which allows selectable 
driving modes. 

As ever in this sector, though, it 
may come down to what the car says 
about the prospective buyer, and 
where the C-Class used to be seen as 
a staid or stodgy option, that 
perception was changed by the 2007 
car’s crisp styling, decent driving 
experience and the option to have a 
coupe-style grille rather than the 
classic M-B version with its three- 
pointed star. 

This time, the coupe nose will be 
the norm and maybe BMW will have 
its own nose put out of joint. 


Other view... 


the Petrolhead 

Impressive looks and 
tech mean this could just 
be the car to threaten 
the BMW 3 Series' long¬ 
standing supremacy in 
this sector 


She says 

I admire the new C-Class 
styling particularly and 
I've always like the 
Mercedes-Benz brand's 
extra class - no pun 
intended 


the Eco-warrior 

I'm impressed by the 
frugality and low 
emissions of the C-Class 
launch engines and this 
can only 
improve as 
more choice 
arrives 


kentnews.co.uk kent-life.co.uk 


KMI 
























READER OFFER 


Holidays 


Call 01895 83 33 33 

for bookings and information 



Holidays offered by GN Holidays, Higher Denham, Uxbridge UB9 5EL; ABTA NoY0291 -ATOL9362 • Email: info@gnvoyages.co.uk • www.gnvoyages.co.uk. Open 9am to 5.30pm weekdays, 9.30am to 12.30pm Saturdays. 


Easter Seaside Deals 


Self-Drive 



Russell Hotel 
Weymouth Seafront 


Oceana Resort 
Bournemouth 


Weymouth is one of the south coast's best-loved 
resorts. Its 3-mile sandy beach, pretty harbourside, 
year round events programme and spectacular 
natural and themed attractions all contribute to the 
charm which keeps visitors coming back year after 
year. This Easter we stay at the 
Russell hotel on Weymouth 
seafront with breakfast and 
dinner included each day and 
evening entertainment. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

♦ 3 nights sharing an en-suite 
twin or double-bedded room 

♦ 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 

♦ Entertainment 


Good Friday 1 
18 April 2014 


3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 

e109pp 


With 7 miles of golden sands and sparkling sea, the 
vibrant resort of Bournemouth has a vast variety of 
shops, restaurants, buzzing nightlife and endless 
countryside with beautiful award winning gardens 
and water sports galore. We stay at the Oceana 
Resort - 3 star hotels - the Sundiff and Cliffeside - set 
on East Cliff overlooking the 
sea with great leisure 
facilities, including a sauna 
and gym, indoor and outdoor 
pools and stylish bars and 
restaurants. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

♦ 4 nights sharing an en-suite 
twin or double-bedded room 

♦ 4 breakfasts & 4 dinners 
4 Entertainment 


jitt dnu uinebiae - bei 

I Easter Monday 

_ 21 April 2014 


4 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 

e149 pp 



Summer Luvin Seaside Party 


Pontins Pakefield Resort, Suffolk Coast 


Our Summer Luvin Seaside Party has everything you need for a great party - a 
great location - great entertainment - great music - great food - free drinks - the 
complete package. Music from Grease, Mamma Mia and Dirty Dancing plus an all- 


IJi 


27 June 2014 


singing all-dancing entertainment extravaganza. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

4- 3 free drinks every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft drinks 
& mixers 

4- Full entertainment programme 

4- 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available 

4- 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e129pp 


Quote: SP6-K0S 



Great Entertainment, Free Drinks, Free Car Ferry and a super location make 
Warner's Norton Grange resort, at Yarmouth on the Isle of Wight, our most 
popular Christmas Party venue. This Christmas we're featuring original 60s band 
The Fourmost, super all-rounder Little Miss Sixties plus lots of festive and 
nostalgic fun. There's also a Free Bar from 6pm to midnight every night. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

4 Free bar from 6pm to midnight every evening for house beers & spirits, wine by the 
glass, pumped soft drinks & mixers, tea and standard coffee 
4 Entertainment & Activities programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 
4 Leisure facilities: Indoor pool & sauna 
4 Car ferry crossing worth £45 

You cannot book these GN Holidays Private Party Breaks direct with the resorts 


28 November 


2014 


3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e223,, 


Swinging 60s Christmas Party 

Warner Norton Grange, Isle of Wight 


Swinging 60s Christmas Party 

Pontins Pakefield Resort, Suffolk Coast 

Join us for a cool weekend of swinging 60s sounds at Pontins seaside resort near 
Lowestoft, Suffolk. Groove to some great original 60s bands at an entertainment 
packed weekend break. Everything you need is here - great entertainment - great 
music - great food - free drinks. 

PRICE INCLUDES: 

4 3 free drinks every night - house beers & spirits, wine by the glass, pumped soft 
drinks & mixers 

4 Full entertainment programme 
4 3 nights en-suite chalet - upgrades available 
4 3 breakfasts & 3 dinners 


14Nov 


2014 


3 NIGHTS 
HALF BOARD 
+ FREE DRINKS 

e129 pp 
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Kent on Sunday 


jobs 24.co.uk 

J IN-PAPER • ONLINE • ON MOBILE 


TO ADVERTISE: 

TELEPH0NE:01303 817056 

EMAIL appointments@kosmedia.co.uk 

ONLINE: www.jobs24.co.uk/kent 



K 0 S 



Sector 


TO ADVERTISE: 

EMAIL: sallie.payne@archant.co.uk 



The Old Rectory 

Residential Care home for the Elderly 
New Hall Close, Dymchurch, Kent 
Due to Newly Built Extension 
Staff Required 

Care, Catering and Domestic 

Experience preferred but not essential as 
full training will be given to NVQ standard 
Good rates of pay, good working atmosphere 

Nights, Days & Weekend Shifts available 
To join our friendly team 
Telephone Janet or Michelle on 01303 874470 
or e-mail: oldrec@btconnect.com 
for more details and an application form 
This application is subject to an enhanced criminal disclosure 


FORT PITT GRAMMAR SCHOOL 
ACADEMY TRUST 

Fort Pitt Hill, Chatham, Kent ME4 6TJ 
Tel: 01634 842359 Fax: 01634 817386 
e-mail: office@fortpitt.medway.sch.uk 
Headteacher: Mrs Carol A Winn, BEd (Hons), 
MA, NPQH 

Part-time 

Teacher of Geography (0.6) 

From September 2014 we are looking for a 
well-qualified teacher to join our Geography 
department. The successful candidate will 
teach across the age range and will be able to 
offer engaging and challenging lessons up to 
“A” level standard. 

We are looking for an enthusiastic, flexible 
colleague who has innovative learning and 
teaching strategies which will challenge and 
extend our able students in this selective 
girls’ school. In our last Ofsted inspection we 
were assessed as ‘Outstanding’ and we aim 
to maintain that status by employing teachers 
who deliver lessons which are at least good. 

The school offers full support and a tailored 
C.P.D. ‘package’. Private healthcare is also 
offered. 

Applications from experienced and newly 
qualified colleagues who are prepared to 
contribute fully to our Geography department 
and whole school community are welcome. 

Prospective applicants are encouraged to 
visit the department and the school 
(contact: Mrs Lesley Maile, 01634-842359). 

An application form and further details may 
be found in the ‘Vacancies’ section of the Fort 
Pitt website, (www.fortpitt.medway.sch.uk). 

Closing date for applications 

3.00 p.m. on Tuesday, 22nd April 2014 

Fort Pitt Grammar School is committed to 
safeguarding and promoting the welfare 
of children and young people and expects 
all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. 
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TEACHERS 
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DMS 


requires Self-Employed 


Mortgage Arrears Field Agent 

in the local area. The successful applicant will be professional 
and have a mortgage related background. 

Applicants must have FCA Interim Permission. 

Contact Alison Hogarth on 01635 517013 
or apply online www.dmsarrearssolutions.co.uk 
DMS operates an Equal Opportunities Policy 


% 


JOHN WAIUS 


PRINCIPAL: MR JOHN McPARLAND BD PGCE MA NPQH 


CURRICULUM 

LEADER 

(CONSTRUCTION SKILLS) 

We are seeking to appoint a suitably 
experienced and qualified teacher/tutor to 
lead our Skills Centre delivering tuition to 
14-19 year old full-time students on City 
and Guilds and BTEC courses. 

You will possess experience within the 
construction, electrical and plumbing 
industry, ideally with experience of 
teaching students/adults in these areas. 

Teaching, assessor and verifier 
qualifications are desirable and the ability 
to motivate young people in their learning 
is essential. 

Further details and application form 
are available from 
Mrs D Hogben at Millbank Road, 
Kingsnorth, Ashford, Kent TN23 3HG 
Email: 

dhogben@thejohnwallisacademy.org 
or telephone (01233) 652627. 

The closing date for applications is 
9.00am on Monday, 14th April 2014 
Interviews will take place on 
Thursday, 24th April 2014 
The Academy is committed to Safer 
Recruitment Procedures. 
Appointment to this post is subject to 
an enhanced DBS check. 
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Christ Church 
University 
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Swale Academies Trust 

Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent. ME10 1PF 

SITE MAINTENANCE TECHNICIAN/CARETAKER 

Required for April 2014 
22.5 hours a week 
£14,382 - £16,305 pro rata 
Equal to £8,745-£9,915 

The successful applicant will work as a member of the Site Maintenance team, line-managed by the Site Manager. 

As well as general caretaking duties, they will be expected to undertake site maintenance. A working knowledge and 
experience of carpentry, electrics, plumbing and decorating would be desirable. 

Applicants should be flexible over start and finish times. Shifts will be between the hours of 6.00 a.m. and 7.30 p.m. 

Extra payments will be made to cover any out-of-hours lettings during evenings and weekends and for weekend/Bank Holiday standby duty, 
all of which are carried out on a mandatory, shared rota basis. 

Recruitment packs with full details are available from Westlands School or online; (www.westlands.org.uk). An application form and 
covering letter detailing how you meet the person specification should be provided. Please note, we cannot accept CVs alone. No agencies. 

Closing date: Wednesday 2 April 2014 (noon) 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of children and young people and expects all staff and 
volunteers to share this commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced CRB check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 

Head of School: Mr S Cox MA 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 

PT Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 

Registered Office: Ashdown House, Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 



Exciting Opportunity Hermes 

\r--r: . 7 -,:— 7 - : .--- ... .. . - .. . ■ .. .. 7 ^ Makes delivery easy. 

Weekend Permanent Field Manager 

10 HOURS OVER SATURDAY AND SUNDAY 

You will need your own vehicle and full driving licence 

£10.85 PER HOUR 

A vacancy has arisen locally for a Weekend Field Manager to manage our field operational 
areas. Flermes is the UK's largest home delivery courier network handling more than 190 
million collections and deliveries per annum. Flermes works with leading high street, direct 
catalogue and online retailers in the UK including Next Directory, QVC, Lakeland Limited and 
ASOS to name a few. 

Main responsibilities 

Working in a remote, fast paced and challenging environment, where you will be a 
productive member of the regional team, assisting in additional tasks as required. 

Ensuring total courier coverage in your area. 

Monitoring SLAs and key performance. 

Training of self-employed couriers. 

You will need: 

Driving Licence and car with an MOT for weekend use. Flermes will provide your business 
insurance. 

Previous people management experience. 

Good level of IT skills MS Excel Word and PowerPoint. 

The ability to present and articulate information. 

You must be highly self-motivated with the ability to work on your own 
initiative and prioritise your workload. 

If you feel you have what it takes to succeed in this demanding environment, 
then please apply via our recruitment website bye licking on the link below 


www.careers.hermes-europe.co.uk 
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Dover Grammar 
School for girls 

A Specialist I iumani inis Colllgi 
THIS IS AW OUTSTANDING 
SCHOOL” OfSTfch NoVfMlLEIt 2013 



Teacher of English 

Teacher of Maths 

Subject leader of 
Classics 


% J., mm ■■ - . ' "■ § • " •- . / 


These opportunities have arisen to work in this 
outstanding grammar school, where academic excellence 
and personal fulfilment are at the heart of all we do. 

Our staff are energetic and enthusiastic, friendly and 
supportive. Our very capable students are well-motivated 
and great fun to work with. 

For further details and an application form, visit our 
website or scan the QR code. 


Closing date: Monday 21st April 2014. 

Applications will be processed upon receipt 
and early applications are encouraged. 

As we are committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of our students, 
all posts are subject to an enhanced DBS 
and CV verification check. 
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The Spencer Private Hospital is the independently owned and managed 
22 bed private hospital situated on the QEQM Hospital site. We also have a 4 
bed unit at the William Harvey Hospital in Ashford. The continuing growth of 
our business has resulted in vacancies for the following staff: 

We are currently inviting applications from individuals wishing to engage on a 
self-employed basis for the following roles: 

Staff Nurses - Ward Margate 
Staff Nurses - Ward Ashford 
Staff Nurses - OPD and Pre-assessment Margate 
Staff Nurses - Nights 

Qualifications: 

Registered Nurse Level 1 

Evidence of Continuous Professional Development 
Experience in a surgical/medical environment with a knowledge 
and understanding of surgical/medical procedures. 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 

Mary Guarnieri, Matron 01843 234252 

Physiotherapy Administrator - Part Time (15 hours per week) 

Hours: 1pm - 4pm Monday - Friday 
£13,686.75 - £14,664.37 per annum (pro-rata), 

Dependant on experience 
Based in Margate 
Qualifications: 

RSA Stage I or II equivalent 
Two years’ experience working in a health environment 
General Secretarial experience essential. 

(Previous applicants need not apply) 

To discuss this opportunity or to arrange an informal visit please contact: 

Sarah Robinson, Physiotherapy Manager 01843 234555 
Closing date for applications Friday 11 April 2014 
For an application or self-employed pack please contact: 

Jo Wright, East Kent Medical Services Ltd, The Spencer Private Hospital 
2nd Floor, Atina House, 5 Bench Street, Dover, Kent CT16 1JH 
Telephone: 01304 245961 Fax: 01304 207320 E-mail: joanne.wright@spencerhospitals.com 

Spencer Private Hospital is an equal opportunity employer 
These positions are subject to a Disclosure and Barring check 

O INVESTORS 
IN PEOPLE 
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Swale Academies Trust 

» 

Westlands School 

Westlands Avenue, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1PF 


-\ 

To place you notice here call the 

Kent Public Notice team on 

01303 817056 
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THE NEW SCHOOL AT WEST HEATH 
SEVENOAKS 

"Rebuilding lives through education" 

Principal: Christina Wells 

We are proud to be an "Outstanding School" (Ofsted 2013) 


We are a Specialist Independent Residential School for a diverse range of needs, 
Co-Ed age 10- 19, whom have emotional & social communication difficulties. Prior to 
coming to us, some of our students will have been excluded from mainstream education 
for a period of time. At our School they find a strong therapeutic approach to learning. 
The School has approval status from the Department of Children, School and Families 
and has an excellent rapport with both parents and the L.A. 


We are looking to appoint an enthusiastic, flexible and innovative 

HEAD OF ENGLISH 

from September 2014 
The successful candidate will have the following: 

• excellent specialist subject knowledge & skills to teach effectively up to GCSE/A Level 

• develop an innovative and creative learning environment 

• have the ability to head up the Team and work effectively within a team 

• the commitment to pursue opportunities for CPD 

• we offer Teacher rates of pay in the region of LI to L6 

Application form, Job Descriptions and for further details about our school please visit 
our website on www.westheathschool.com 

or contact Lynne McGrath at lynne.mcgrath@westheathschool.com Tel 01732 460 553 
Closing date for applications 31 March 2014 

The successful applicants will be subject to an Enhanced CRB check. 

The New School at West Heath is committed to safeguarding and promoting the welfare of 
children and young people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this commitment. 


Teaching Assistants 

Required for May 2014 
Salary £13,162 - £16,305 p.a. (pro rata) 
(equal to £7,944 to £9,841 p.a. 
depending on experience) 

Term time only, 27 hrs per week, 
worked over five days. 

Two posts are available, one to support pupils, who 
have specific learning difficulties (dyslexia), across 
the curriculum, a particular interest in the areas of 
mathematics and / or science would be an advantage. 
The second post is to support pupils in the English 
subject area. 

Applicants should have the necessary skills to support 
in mainstream classes, in small groups or on an 
individual basis. Candidates would be expected to have 
good literacy and numeracy skills, and as part of the 
interview, may be asked to demonstrate their skills in 
supporting pupils. 

Recruitment packs are available from Westlands School 
or online (www.westlands.org.uk). Please note that we 
cannot accept CVs without an application form. Closing 
date: Friday 25 April 2014 at noon. 

Swale Academies Trust is committed to safeguarding 
and promoting the welfare of children and young 
people and expects all staff and volunteers to share this 
commitment. This post is subject to an enhanced DBS 
check. 

Contact Details 

Tel: 01795 477475 Fax: 01795 479461 
Email swa@westlands.kent.sch.uk 
Head of School: Mr S Cox MA 
Trust Principal: Mr J Whitcombe MA 

F" Swale Academies Trust Company No 7344732 

L. Registered Office: Ashdown House, 

i . Johnson Road, Sittingbourne, Kent ME10 1JS 
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( Career opportunities at MidKent College^ 

MidKent College are currently looking for people to join 
our busy state of the art college theatre at our Medway 
_ Campus. We currently have vacancies within the following 


Lecturer in Mechanical Engineering 

- 0.8 (Part Time) - RefP00118 

Salary: £28,135 (dependent on 
qualifications and experience) 

Location: Medway Campus 

Closing: 1 April 2014 


An exciting opportunity has emerged and we 
are looking for an enthusiastic and innovative 
Mechanical Engineer who has experience of 
working within the FE sector to inspire high 
achieving learners from Levels 2 to 4 (HNC) at 
our Medway Campus. Applicants must have 
current industrial skills and knowledge, and 
is an effective team player who can respond 
with a flexible approach to the demands of the 
curriculum. 

The post requires a minimum of Level 3 
qualification or equivalent within the engineering 
sector and a relevant teaching qualification, or 
have a willingness to undertake a formal teaching 
qualification to the required national standard. It 
would be desirable to have an Assessors Award 
or equivalent, but not essential. 

To apply for this position please contact 

job.applications@midkent.ac.uk 

The College is committed to safeguarding young 
people and vulnerable adults therefore any offer of 
employment will be subject to a DBS check. 
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PLANNING 


NOTICE OF APPLICATION FOR 
PLANNING PERMISSION 
NOTICE UNDER ARTICLE 13 OF THE TOWN AND 
COUNTRY PLANNING (DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT 
PROCEDURE) (ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 (AS AMENDED) 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND 
CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 
KCC/GR/0073/2014 - Proposed development at 
Wrotham Road Primary School, Wrotham Road, 
Gravesend, Kent DA11 oQF 

Kent County Council is applying to the Kent County 
Council Planning Applications Group for planning 
permission for the retention of a kitchen horsa 
building. The proposed development is adjacent to 
the Windmill Street Conservation Area and is likely 
to affect its character and/or appearance and also 
affects the setting of a listed building. 

You may view this application at Gravesham Borough 
Council, Civic Centre, Windmill Street, Gravesend, 
Kent DA12 1AU. 

Alternatively, details of the application can be viewed 
on Kent County Council’s website at www.kent.gov. 
uk/viewapplications or at our offices in Maidstone at 
the address below during all reasonable office hours. 

We accept comments online via our website, by email 
to planningrepresentations@kent.gov.uk or in writing 
to Planning Applications Group, Kent County Council, 
First Floor, Invicta House, County Hall, Maidstone, Kent 
ME14 1XX within 21 days from the date of this notice. 
Please quote the application reference number and 
note that comments may be drawn to the attention of 
Council Members, the applicant and other interested 
persons and may include publishing on the Borough 
Council website. 


Sharon Thompson 
Head of Planning 
Applications Group 
Kent County Council 
Dated: 30 March 2014 


Kent 

County 

Council 

kent.gov.uk 



Fill your job 
vacancies fast 

To advertise in this 
section call: 01303 817056 
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PLANNING 


HIGHWAYS - in the city of 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (HERNE BAY) (TRAFFIC 
REGULATION) (AMENDMENT NO I) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made the above 
Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) to (3), 3(2), 4( I) and (2) of the Road Traffic 
Regulation Act 1984 and of all other enabling powers, and after consultation 
with the chief officer of police in accordance with Paragraph 20 of Schedule 9 
to the Act. 

The effect of the Order is to amend The Kent County Council (Herne Bay) 

(Traffic Regulation) Order 2000 by extending the times of operation of the 
pedestrian zone in the following roads in Herne Bay: 


MORTIMER STREET 
WILLIAM STREET 
BANK STREET 


between its junctions with William Street 
and North Street 

between its junctions with High Street and 
Mortimer Street 

between its junctions with High Street and 
Charles Street 


Make the restriction limiting access to the above streets apply from 5.30am to 
6.30pm on Saturday instead of 10.30am to 4.30pm as at present. 

This change is proposed in order to accommodate the market in these streets. 

The order was made on 28 March 2014 and comes into force on I April 2014. 
Full details are contained in the Order which, together with a statement of the 
council’s reasons for making the Order and a copy of the orders amended by 
the Order may be examined at the Canterbury City Council offices, Military 
Road, Canterbury, CTI IYW during normal office hours. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order or any of the 
provisions contained therein on the grounds that it is not within the powers of 
the relevant enabling Act or that any requirement of any such enabling Act or 
of any regulations made thereunder have not been complied with may within 
6 weeks from the date on which the Order was made make application to the 
High Court for this purpose. 

This Notice is published on behalf of 
Kent County Council 
Highways and Transportation 
Enterprise and Environment 
County Hall 
Maidstone MEI4 2XQ 



Town and Country Planning Acts 

The Council is required to give notice of the following applications 

14/00745/FULL Blue Cedars Langton Road, Broadwater 

- Minor material amendment to TW/12/01451 - Demolition of bungalow and replace with 

a detached 3-bedroom house - amendments to floor plans and elevations - the omission of 
windows to the first floor on the east and west elevations. Removal of condition 5 - first floor 
window openings on the east elevation shall be fitted with obscured glass (CA) 

13/03688/FULL Charity Farm Country Store Swattenden Lane, Cranbrook 

And Sissinghurst 

- Change of use of building from retail storage to A1 retail sales area (LB) 

14/00743/FULL The Barracks Wilsley Green, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Conversion of main dwelling to 3 self contained apartments, the squash court to 3 self contained 
apartments, the oast building to 1 self contained apartment, reinstatement of barn to form 1 bed 
apartment, new garden wall, garages and car parking (LB) (DEVPLN) (CA) 

14/00746/LBC The Barracks Wilsley Green, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Listed Building Consent: Conversion of main dwelling to 3 self contained apartments, the 

squash court to 3 self contained apartments, the oast building to 1 self contained apartment, 
reinstatement of barn to form 1 bed apartment, new garden wall, garages and car parking (LB) 
14/00759/FULL St Georges Institute The Street, Cranbrook And Sissinghurst 

- Refurbishment and extension to village hall (CA) 

14/00614/LBC Broadlake Mill Lane, Frittenden 

- Listed Building Consent: Removal of chimney from the interior of the first floor bathroom and 
above roof level (LB) 

14/00120/HOUSE Garden Cottage Church Road, Lamberhurst 

- Two-storey side extension (LB) 

14/00669/HOUSE School House Furnace Lane, Lamberhurst 

- Two - storey side (west) extension (LB) 

14/00761/LBC Duke Of York 17 The Pantiles, Pantiles & St Marks 

- Listed Building Consent - Replacement of existing external signage (LB) 

14/00618/HOUSE 3 Calverley Park Crescent Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Relocate kitchen from first floor to upper ground floor; Reinstate opening to dining room (LB) (CA) 

14/00619/LBC 3 Calverley Park Crescent Royal Tunbridge Wells, Park 

- Listed Building Consent - Relocate kitchen from first floor to upper ground floor; Reinstate 
opening to dining room (LB) 

14/00655/FULL Four Seasons Stockland Green Road, Southborough Town Council 

- Demolition of existing dwelling; Construction of replacement single-storey dwelling with 
basement; Demolition and rebuild existing outbuildings; Detached garage with associated 
access works; Hard and soft landscaping (LB) 

(DEVPLN) Departure from the Development Plan (PROW) Affecting A Public Right of way (CA) 
Affecting a Conservation Area (LB) Affecting a Listed Building (MAJOR) Major Applications 
(MAST) Mast Applications (EIA) Applications Accompanied by an EIA Statement. 

You may view these applications on our website (www.tunbridgewells.gov.uk), at the The Old Fire 
Station, Stone Street, Cranbrook or at Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, Tunbridge Wells. We accept 
comments online, by email to planningcomments@tunbridgewells.gov.uk or in writing to the 
address below. Comments should be made within 21 days from the date of this notice, although 
we may accept them after this date. 

You should quote the reference and be aware that we make all comments available for inspection, 
placing them on the file and publishing them on the internet. We do not publish signatures, 
telephone numbers or email addresses on the internet. 

James Freeman 

Head of Planning Services, Tunbridge Wells Borough Council 
Town Hall, Royal Tunbridge Wells TNI IRS 

Dated: 29 March 2014 
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PLANNING APPLICATIONS 
LISTED BUILDING CONSENTS 
CONSERVATION AREA CONSENTS 


DOV/13/00371 Change of use to cafe (use class A3) and gallery (use class A1) 

together with the erection of an awning and provision of an external 
seating area 

10 Victoria Road, Deal, CTI 4 7AP CON 

DOV/14/00245 Erection of a detached dwelling and three bay agricultural building 
with office over to include landscaping and associated works 
(existing mobile home to be removed) 

The Follies, Downs Road, East Studdal, CTI5 5DA MAJ 

DOV/14/00247 Installation of lead capping over the existing brick-on-edge coping 
to the parapet on the dutch gabled front elevation 
42 Archery Square, Walmer, Deal, CTI 4 7HP LCN 

DOV/14/00255 Insertion of rooflights and sun pipes together with replacement and 
insertion of new fenestration 

The Clock Tower, Upper Street, Kingsdown, Deal, CTI 4 8EU CON 
DOV/14/00210 Erection of a detached car port/store 

The Nursery, Minnis Lane, River, CTI5 7DN ARW 

DOV/14/00229 Conversion of integral garage to a habitable room, erection of a 

detached garage and gate and associated external works (existing 
garage to be demolished) 

35 Moat Sole, Sandwich, CTI 3 9AU LCN 

DOV/14/00233 Erection of a dwelling and garage (existing outbuilding and garage 
to be demolished) 

2 The old Fairground, High Street, Wingham, CT3 1BU CAF 
DOV/14/00238 Erection of external lift, construction of steps, wall, disabled access 
and decking; Creation of parking and associated works (existing 
porch to be demolished) 

7 Archery Square, Walmer, Deal, CTI4 7JA CON 

DOV/14/00119 Display of non-illuminated lettering, non-illuminated fascia sign and 
vinyl graphics to 4 planters 

Bell Hotel, Upper Strand Street, Sandwich, CTI 3 9EF LCN 

DOV/14/00246 Installation of lead capping to front gable 

42 Archery Square, Walmer, CTI4 7HP LCN 

DOV/14/00254 Change of use and conversion of store to bed and breakfast 
accommodation 

Carpenter’s Farmhouse, Preston Lane, Preston, Canterbury, 
CT31EY LBC 

DOV/14/00273 Erection of a detached agricultural barn 

Statenborough Farm, Sandwich Road, Eastry, Sandwich, 

CT13 0DH MAR 

DOV/14/00166 Change of use and conversion to self-contained flat 

Flat 1, Timber Section, The Old Flour Mill, London Road, Dover, 
CT17 0TQ LBC 

DOV/14/00225 Erection of a rear conservatory extension, pitched roof and 
associated internal and external alterations 

29 Moat Sole, Sandwich, CTI 3 9AU LCN 

DOV/14/00230 Conversion of integral garage to form habitable room and internal 
and external alterations 

35 Moat Sole, Sandwich, CTI 3 9AU LCN 

DOV/14/00235 Variation of condition 5 of planning permission DOV/12/00114 to 

allow opening between 7am until 11 pm (application under section 73) 
2-3, London Road, Dover, CTI 7 0ST CON 

DOV/14/00241 Demolition of later wings and refurbishment /conversion of the 
Old Workhouse to provide 10 flats; alterations and conversion 
of Tewkesbury House to provide two dwellings; alteration and 
conversion of the former chapel for commercial use and the 
demolition of the remains of the former Range buildings 
Eastry Hospital, Mill Lane, Eastry, CTI3 0JU LCN 

Reason for Advert Codes:- 

ARW - Affects a Public Right of Way LCN - Listed Building in a Conservation Area 

CON - Within Conservation Area MAJ - Major Development 

CAF - The proposal affects a Conservation Area 

LBC - The proposal affects a Listed Building 

MAR- Major Development & affects a Public Right of Way 

Some applications are not publicised in this list. All applications may be 

inspected at the Council Offices, White Cliffs Business Park, Dover, to which 

address any representations (to include a postal address) should be sent within 21 

days marked “for the attention of Planning”. Applications may also be viewed, and 

comments on applications may be made on our website www.dover.qov.uk/planninq 

or at Dover Gateway, 71 Castle Street, Dover, Deal Library or the Area Office, The 

Guildhall, Sandwich 

Failure to meet the above deadline may jeopardise the chances of 
representations being considered. Any representations received may be 
made available for inspection by the public, and may be copied to others, 
including the secretary of state and the applicant if there is an appeal against 
the council’s decision. Representations will not be acknowledged until an 
application has been determined. 

Please note that the Council does not accept any responsibility for any incomplete 
or inaccurate description of any application. 
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PRESS NOTICE LICENSING ACT 2003 
NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN 

I, Mr Amilcare Polese on 11/03/2014 have made application 
to the Tunbridge Wells Borough Council being the Licensing 
Authority for the purpose of the above Act, for the grant of a 
Premises Licence in respect of the premises situated at and 
known as: 49 Camden Road, Tunbridge Wells, TNI 2QE. 
The relevant licensable activities are as follows: Supply of 
alcohol and provision of recorded music. 

The activities are: Supply of alcohol for consumption on/off 
site and music; Mon, Tues: 08.00-21.00 Weds: 08.00-22.00 
Thurs, Fri, Sat: 08.00-23.00 Sun: 09.00-18.00 
An interested party or responsible authority wishing to make 
representations to this application may do so by writing to; 
Licensing Partnership, PO BOX 182, Sevenoaks, Kent, 
TNI3 1GP licensing@sevenoaks.gov.uk not later than 
17/04/2014. 

Representations are public documents under the Data 
Protection Act. A copy of the application can be viewed 
at the Licensing Authority’s address during normal office 
hours. It is an offence knowingly or recklessly to make a 
false statement in connection with this application, the 
maximum fine on summary conviction is £5000. 



THE TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING 
(DEVELOPMENT MANAGEMENT PROCEDURE) 
(ENGLAND) ORDER 2010 

The following applications have been submitted for 
consideration by the Council: 

Y14/0244/SH+ - Hermitage House Hermitage Close Hythe 
Kent CT21 6HZ - Felling of a Holm Oak tree subject of Tree 
Preservation Order No. 1 of 1972. 

Y14/0356/SH - 29 Radnor Cliff Folkestone Kent CT20 2JJ - 
Erection of second floor flat roof extension, provision of balcony 
to first floor, re-cladding to external walls, replacement of existing 
ground floor garden room extension to provide utility room and 
other external alterations including alternative fenestration. 
Y14/0182/SH# - Haguelands Farm Burmarsh Road Burmarsh 
Kent - Continued use of the land as a seasonal tourism fun yard. 
Y14/0388/SHt - 65 High Street Hythe Kent CT21 5AJ - 
Installation of a replacement shopfront. 

Y14/0402/SH# - Penny Cottage Dungeness Road Dungeness 
Romney Marsh Kent - Section 73 application to vary condition 
2 of planning permission Y13/1266/SH to enable the use of new 
hexapath matting for the replacement driveway. 

Y14/0391/SH - Madeira Court Clifton Crescent Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2ER - Application of external insulation render to 
all elevations, new canopies to top balconies on south east 
elevations and the construction of a sedum roof over the garage. 
Y14/0228/SH - Communications Mast Boyington Lane 

Swingfield Kent - Installation of three 1.8m and one 1.0m dishes 
at heights of 40m, 50m, 60m and 70m on the existing 94m high 
lattice tower. 

Y14/0256/SH - Madeira Court Clifton Crescent Folkestone 
Kent CT20 2ER - Creation of a single penthouse flat on the 
roof, together with the application of external insulation render 
to all elevations, new canopies to top balconies on south east 
elevations and the construction of a sedum roof over the garage. 
Y14/0246/SH+ - Hermitage House Hermitage Close Hythe Kent 
CT21 6HZ - Felling of a Cherry and a Bay tree situated within a 
conservation area followed by the planting of one replacement 
tree. 

Y14/0366/SH - Grove House Canterbury Road Etchinghill 
Folkestone Kent - Works to trees in a conservation area 
comprising: 2 metre reduction in height of a Whitebeam (T1) 
and 6 x Silver Birch (T6-11); 1 metre reduction in height of 3 x 
Cherry (T3, 4 and 5) and 2 metre overall crown reduction of a 
Handkerchief Tree. 

Y14/0392/SHt - Bullaceton School Road Saltwood Hythe Kent 
- Felling of a Laurel (T2) and crown reduction of a Holm Oak (T3) 
and a second Laurel (T6), all subject of Tree Preservation Order 
No. 4 of 1991. 

Y14/0242/SH - Broad Street House Broad Street Lyminge 
Folkestone Kent - Listed building consent for the erection of a 
single storey extension to the rear of the existing stable wing 
to provide 4 en-suite bedrooms, re-organisation of the existing 
internal space to include installation of two new windows, 
blocking of existing window on front (northwest) elevation and 
installation of 4 conservation style rooflights. 

Y14/0390/SH - Broad Street House Broad Street Lyminge 
Folkestone Kent - Erection of a single storey extension to the 
rear of the existing stable wing to provide 4 en-suite bedrooms 
and other external alterations to the existing building including 
installation of two new windows, blocking of existing window on 
front (northwest) elevation and installation of 4 conservation style 
rooflights. 

Any representations should be made in writing to the Head of 
Planning, Shepway District Council, Civic Centre, Castle Hill 
Avenue, Folkestone, Kent, CT20 2QY or emailed to planning@ 
shepway.gov.uk. Comments should be made in writing within 
21 days from the date of publication. It should be noted that 
any representations received will be made available for public 
inspection. 

Some applications can be viewed at other locations in addition 
to the Civic Centre, Folkestone. The applications are marked 
as follows: 

# - The One Stop Shop, Magpies, Church Approach, New 
Romney 

t - Hythe Town Council Offices, Stade Street, Hythe 
Applications can be viewed and comments made online at 
http://searchplanapps.shepway.gov.uk/online-applications/. 

The applications marked (*) do not accord with the provisions 
of the development plan in force in the area in which the land to 
which the application relates is situated. 

C Lewis, Head of Planning 
Shepway District Council 


L J 
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PLANNING 


HIGHWAYS - in the city of 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (CANTERBURY) (TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET PARKING 
PLACES) (AMENDMENT NO la) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made the above Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 
to the Act: 


The effect of the Order is to amend the Kent County Council (Canterbury) (Traffic Regulation and Street 
Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2013 by introducing new or varying existing parking and waiting 
restrictions on the following lengths of road in Canterbury: 


Homersham 


Near the access road to garages behind Nos I to 25a 


Thanington Road Rationalise the double yellow lines between 

Wincheap and St Nicholas Road 

Albert Road, Alma Place, Alma Street, Artillery Street, Increase the cost of on-street parking by 20p to 
Broad Street, Church Street (St Dunstans), £1.30 per hour. 

Church Street (St Pauls), Clyde Street, College Road, 

Cossington Road, Cross Street, Dover Street, Edgar Road, 

Edward Road, Havelock Street, Longport, Monastery Street, 

New Ruttington Lane, New Street (St Dunstans), 

North Holmes Road, Notley Street, Nunnery Fields, 

Oaten Hill Place, Old Dover Road, Orchard Street, 

Pretoria Road, Rhodaus Close, Roper Road, Simmonds Road, 

St Dunstans Street, St Dunstans Terrace, St Gregory’s Road, 

St Martins Avenue, St Martins Hill, St Martins Place, 

St Martins Road, Station Road, Union Street, 

Upper Chantry Lane, Vernon Place, Victoria Road, 

Victoria Row, Whitehall Road, Wincheap 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (HERNE BAY) (TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET PARKING 
PLACES) (AMENDMENT NO la) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made the above Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 
to the Act: 


The effect of the Order is to amend the Kent County Council (Herne Bay) (Traffic Regulation and Street 
Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2013 by introducing new or varying existing parking and waiting 
restrictions on the following lengths of road in Herne Bay: 


Aspen Road and Dove Close 
School Lane, Herne 

Margate Road 

Gordon Road 

Clarence Street and Oxenden Square 
Linden Avenue 
Sea Street 

Fitzgerald Avenue 
Greenhill Road 

Beach Street 


Double yellow lines at the junction 

Fill in gaps in the double yellow lines opposite Nos 

68 to 78 

Double yellow lines on the corners between Thanet 
Way and Willow Farm Way 

Create residents’ parking bays near the entrance to 
Station Chine and extend double yellow lines 
Double yellow lines at the junction 
Single yellow line outside Nos I and la 
Extend double yellow lines outside The Willows and 
the Beacon Church 

Single yellow line outside Nos 48 to 54 
30 minute parking bay outside the shops at Nos 84 
to 88 

Increase the cost of on-street parking by I Op to 80p 
per hour. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (WHITSTABLE) (TRAFFIC REGULATION AND STREET PARKING 
PLACES) (AMENDMENT NO la) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made the above Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 
to the Act: 

The effect of the Order is to amend the Kent County Council (Whitstable) (Traffic Regulation and Street 
Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2013 by introducing new or varying existing parking and waiting 
restrictions on the following lengths of road in Whitstable: 

Millstrood Road Double yellow lines between old Thanet Way and 

South Street 

Beach Street Increase the cost of on-street parking by 20p to 90p 

per hour. 


THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL (CANTERBURY RURAL PARISHES) (TRAFFIC REGULATION AND 
STREET PARKING PLACES) (AMENDMENT NO la) ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL has made the above Order under sections 1(1), 2(1) 
to (3), 3(2), 4(1) and (2), 32(1), 35(1), 45, 46, 49 and 53 of the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other 
enabling powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 
to the Act: 

The effect of the Order is to amend the Kent County Council (Canterbury Rural Parishes) (Traffic Regulation 
and Street Parking Places) (Consolidation) Order 2013 by introducing new or varying existing parking and 
waiting restrictions on the following lengths of road in rural parishes in the Canterbury District: 

Jubilee Road, Littlebourne Extend the double yellow lines up to No 2 

Nargate Street, Littlebourne Disabled parking bay outside the doctors’ surgery 

Marlow Meadows and Water Meadows, Fordwich Double yellow lines at the junction 

High Street and Chafy Crescent, Sturry Changes to the residents’ parking scheme and 

change one hour and two hour parking bays to 
residents’ parking bays 

Sleigh Road, Sturry Extend the double yellow lines up to No 6 

Tyler Hill Road and School Lane, Blean Double yellow lines at the junction 


The orders were made on 28 March 2014 and comes into force on I April 2014. Full details are contained 
in the Order which, together with a statement of the council’s reasons for making the Orders and a copy of 
the orders amended by the Orders may be examined at the Canterbury City Council offices, Military Road, 
Canterbury, CTI IYW during normal office hours. 

Any person wishing to question the validity of the Order or any of the provisions contained therein on the 
grounds that it is not within the powers of the relevant enabling Act or that any requirement of any such 
enabling Act or of any regulations made thereunder have not been complied with may within six weeks from 
the date on which the Order was made make application to the High Court for this purpose. 

This Notice is published on behalf of 
Kent County Council 
Highways and Transportation 
Enterprise and Environment 
County Hall 
Maidstone 
MEI4 2XQ 



THE MAIDSTONE BOROUGH COUNCIL 
Town and Country Planning Act 
Notice of Applications 

MA/14/0193/N - STONE STREET CLUB, 2, LOWER STONE STREET, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME15 6JN - An 
application for listed building consent for the introduction of protective glazing bars to three lower 
windows of front elevation. Reason: 3 

MA/14/0282/S - HENIKERS, HENIKER LANE, SUTTON VALENCE, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 3EE - 
Change of use of land to equestrian and construction of a new timber stable block, stable yard/ 
parking area and menage and retrospective application for replacement access gates. Reason: 1 
MA/14/0374/N - THE BLACK HORSE INN, PILGRIMS WAY, THURNHAM, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 3LD 

- Erection of a new building to accommodate 8No. letting rooms. Reason: 1 
MA/14/0404/N - 21, CHURCH LANE, BEARSTED, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME14 4EF - An application to 
remove existing ground floor window and its replacement with new window with lower cill. Reason: 2 
MA/14/0409/N - DANBYS OAST, C0LDBRIDGE LANE, GRAFTY GREEN, MAIDSTONE, KENT, ME17 2AX 

- Erection of two storey extension and engineering operations (including excavations and introduction/ 
extension of existing retaining wall) to provide sunken terrace areas. Reason: 1 

Reasons for advertisement key: 

1 - Applications affects the setting of a Listed Building. 

2 - Application affects the setting of a Conservation Area. 

3 - Application is for Listed Building Consent. 

Copies of applications listed can be viewed on our website www.maidstone.gov.uk or at Maidstone 
Gateway, Maidstone (Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.30pm, and Saturday 9am to 1 pm). Any 
representations should be made in writing to me by no later than 13th April 2014, quoting the 
application number. 

Rob Jarman, Head of Development Management, Maidstone Borough Council, Maidstone House, 

King Street, Maidstone, Kent ME15 6JQ. Dated: 30th March 2014 



BE PART OF Advertise here Call 01303 817056 

YOU COMMUNITY www.kentnews.co.uk 



Swale 

BOROUGH COUNCIL 


TOWN AND COUNTRY PLANNING ACT 1990 
PLANNING (LISTED BUILDINGS AND CONSERVATION AREAS) ACT 1990 


Swale Borough Council as Local Planning Authority has received 
the following applications which are being advertised to ascertain 
the views of persons living near the sites and other interested parties. 
The proposed developments relate to one or more of the following: 

1. The site of the application is within/affecting a designated 
Conservation Area (Section 73) of the Planning (Listed 
Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990. 

2. The proposed development may affect the Listed Building or it’s 
setting. 

4. The application would affect a right of way to which Part III of 
the Wildlife and Countryside Act 1981 (as amended) applies. 

6. This application may be of wider public interest. 

REPRESENTATIONS IN RESPECT OF THE FOLLOWING 
APPLICATIONS MUST BE MADE BY 14 APRIL 2014 
SW/14/0087: 

Variation of condition (8) of SW/09/0314 to allow up to 23 races 
per speedway meeting, plus occasional re-runs on six days per 
season - Central Park Stadium, Church Road, SITTINGBOURNE; 

REASON 6 
SW/14/0088: 

Variation of condition (7) of SW/09/0314, to allow speedway racing 
between 15:00 & 22:00 hours on weekdays and bank holidays - Central 
Park Stadium, Church Road, SITTINGBOURNE; REASON 6 
SW/14/0208: 

The replacement of eight number timber windows with UPVC units, 
on a like for like basis - East Lodge, The Old School, Orchard Place, 
FAVERSHAM; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0214 & SW/14/0217: 

Creation of 1 two bed self-contained flat with new access at the front 
- 4 Broadway, SHEERNESS; REASONS 1 & 2 


SW/14/0238: 

Insertion of 3 windows in existing outbuilding, erection of pitched 
roof shed - 88 High Street, Milton Regis, SITTINGBOURNE; 

REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0244: 

First floor extension to existing bungalow - Plantation Lodge, School 
Lane, IWADE; REASON 4 
SW/14/0251: 

Listed Building Consent for internal alterations to existing 
outbuilding, insertion of 3 windows in existing outbuilding, 
erection of pitched roof shed - 88 High Street, Milton Regis, 
SITTINGBOURNE; REASONS 1 & 2 
SW/14/0301: 

Listed Building Consent for the restoration and repair of all listed 
former Gunpowder Works Buildings including minor internal 
alterations to form toilet and washroom facilities - Brett Aggregates, 
Ham Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 2 
SW/14/0302: 

Proposed single storey rear extension, loft conversion, replacement 
brick boundary wall to the front boundary and a replacement front 
door - 5 Napleton Road, FAVERSHAM; REASON 1 
Particulars of the proposal(s) can be obtained from Planning 
Services, Swale Borough Council, Swale House, East Street, 
Sittingbourne, where copies of the applications and all documents 
submitted with them may be inspected during office hours; any 
representations should be made in writing to this address. 

James Freeman 
Head of Planning 
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PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY & VILLAGE GREENS 


Planning applications 

CANTERBURY 
CITY COUNCIL 


Notice under Article 13 of the Town & Country Planning (Development Management Procedure) (England) Order 2010 
Notice under Article 8 of the Town & Country Planning (General Development Procedure) Order 1995 
Notice under Section 67 and/or Section 73 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Act 1990 
Notice under Regulation 5 of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) Regulations 1990 

Notice under Regulation 5A of the Planning (Listed Buildings and Conservation Areas) (Amendment) (England) Regulations 2004 

The following applications have been submitted for consideration by the council: 

CA//13/02286/FUL: 42 Woodlawn Street, Whitstable, CT5 1HQ To replace existing single glazed timber casements windows to the front and 
rear of the property, and replace with timber sash windows which are double glazed B rated. Applicant: Mr Orr Reason: Conservation area. 
CA//14/00165/FUL: 40-41 Castle Row, Canterbury, CT1 2QY Application for temporary permission for use a single family dwellinghouse 
Applicant: Mr P Griffith Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00390/ADV: Milner Memorial Ground, Mill Road, Sturry Erection of replacement noticeboard. Applicant: Ecclesiastical parish of 
Sturry with Fordwich and Westbere with Hersden Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00412/FUL: St George’s Street, Canterbury Retain the existing use of pedestrianised public highway for monthly Artisan Market with 
provision of temporary stalls. Applicant: Canterbury City Council Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00416/FUL: Highland Court Farm, Coldharbour Lane, Bridge, CT4 5HW Use of vacant site for garage/ MOT testing centre for 
agricultural vehicles (Use Class B2). Applicant: J W and L J Brasier Reason: Major development. 

CA//14/00429/FUL: Egerton House, Rectory Lane, Barham, CT4 6PD Demolition of existing garage and replacement with outbuilding for 
purposes incidental to main house. Applicant: Mr C Trapp Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00456/ADV: Court Chambers, 9-10 Broad Street, Canterbury, CT1 2LW Advertising consent for three signs on the side and front of the 
building. Applicant: Boys & Maughan Solicitors Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00457/LB: Court Chambers, 9-10 Broad Street, Canterbury, CT1 2LW Listed building consent for three signs on the side and front of 
the building. Applicant: Boys & Maughan Solicitors Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

CA//14/00459/ADV: Units 1-2, Marlowe Arcade, Canterbury Installation of two internally fascia signs with individually mounted illuminated 
letters. Applicant: Primark Stores Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00507/FUL: Redroofs, The Drove, Chestfield, CT5 3NX Erection of detached domestic garage. Applicant: Mr and Mrs Tucker 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00513/FUL: Polo Farm, Littlebourne Road, Canterbury, CT3 4AF Proposed sports hall building. Applicant: Polo Farm Sports Club 

Reason: Major development. 

CA//14/00516/FUL: 53 The Spires, Canterbury, CT2 8SD Replacement of all the windows and doors on all three elevations of the building with 
new windows and doors. Applicant: Mrs Budd Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00534/FUL: 94 Sydenham Street, Whitstable, CT5 1HL Proposed replacement windows to front elevation. Applicant: Mr K Wilson 

Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00536/LB: April Cottage, Cherville Lane, Ickham, CT3 1LZ The installation of a SKY satellite dish on rear chimney, rear wall or rear 
roof slope of the property. The approximate size of the Zone 1 SKY Dish - Southern England - is Height: 39.0cm, Width: 53.0cm, Depth: 50.0cm. 
Applicant: Mr M Adams Reason: Work to a listed building. 

CA//14/00545/FUL: Iffin Farmhouse, Iffin Lane, Thanington Without, Canterbury, CT4 7BE Retention of the existing access to serve Iffin 
Farmhouse required to be closed by condition 09 of planning permission CA/10/01292/FUL. Applicant: John Showier Reason: Affects a public 
right of way. 

CA//14/00547/TPO: Ebury Hotel, 65-67 New Dover Road, Canterbury, CT1 3DX Reduce in height by eight metres Holm Oak tree subject to 
TPO No 12 of 1975. Applicant: Mr Mason Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00579/FUL: 1 Cushings Walk, Island Wall, Whitstable, CT5 1EZ Removal of existing bay window and replacement with new bay 
window with patio doors and balcony above. Insertion of additional first floor window, replacement windows and removal of section of wall to create 
car port from existing garage. Applicant: Mrs Marshall Reason: Conservation area. 

CA//14/00590/FUL: Northdene Cottage, Woolage Green Road, Woolage Green, Womenswold, CT4 6SF Replacement windows to front of 
dwelling. Applicant: Mr N McHard Reason: Setting of listed building in conservation area. 

Any representations should be submitted via public access on the planning pages of the website www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc to arrive on or before 

Monday 21 April 2014. 

The weekly list of applications can be viewed on our website at www.canterbury.gov.uk/dc 

Ian Brown, Head of Planning and Regeneration 
Friday 28 March 2014 



LEGAL AND PUBLIC NOTICES 


HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 - SECTION 116 
STOPPING UP OF LAND 
AT COLUMBUS AVENUE, MANSTON, 
RAMSGATE 

I AM GIVING NOTICE THAT The Kent County 
Council as Highway Authority for the County of Kent 
propose to make an application to the Magistrates 
sitting at Canterbury Magistrates Court on 6 May 
2014 at 11:00 for an Order under Section 116 of the 
Highways Act 1980 to extinguish highway rights 
on the grounds that they are unnecessary on land at 
Columbus Avenue, Manston, Ramsgate as edged red 
on the plan on deposit. 

A copy of the draft order and the plan referred to 
are on deposit, and can be seen during normal office 
hours, at the main reception of The Kent County 
Council at Sessions House, County Hall, Maidstone, 
Kent ME14 1XQ. 

Any person to whom this Notice has been given or 
who uses the highway specified or who would be 
aggrieved by the making of the Order may appear 
before the Magistrates’ Court to raise an objection 
or make a representation on the application. Any 
person intending to appear before the Magistrate’s 
Court at the hearing of the application is requested 
to inform Hayley Church by post to Legal Services, 
The Kent County Council, Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone, Kent ME 14 1XQ, by email hayley. 
church@kent.gov.uk, or by telephone 01622 696063 
before 26 April 2014 quoting referencing number 
LS/21/103495/440. 

If you require further information or would like to 
discuss this matter, please contact Hayley Church 
using the contact details shown above. 

JOHN BURR 

DIRECTOR OF HIGHWAYS AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

Traffic Schemes & Member 
Highway Fund 
Ashford Highway Depot 
Henwood Industrial Estate 
Javelin Way 
Ashford 

Kent TN24 8AD 


Licensing Act 2003 

Notice of an Application for the Grant of a 
new Premises Licence (Licensing Act 2003) 

Notice is hereby given that Michael Ian Eggleshaw has 
applied to Ashford Borough Council for the GRANT 
of PREMISES LICENCE for the following licensable 
activity: The sale by retail of alcohol for consumption off 
the premises only during the following hours: Monday to 
Sunday 06:30 hours to 22:00 hours for the premises Mace 
(at Esso), Rolvenden Road, Tenterden, Kent, TN30 6UD. 
A register of licensing applications can be viewed at the 
Licensing Section, Ashford Borough Council, Civic Centre, 
Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent, TN23 1PL 01233 330721 
(where it may be inspected in the normal hours of the 
council) and at www.ashford.gov.uk 
Any person wishing to submit representations to this 
application must give notice in writing to Ashford Borough 
Council, Civic Centre, Tannery Lane, Ashford, Kent, 
TN23 1PL, giving in detail the grounds of objection by: 
15th April 2014. 

It is an offence, liable on conviction to a fine up to level 
5 on the standard scale (£5000), under Section 158 of 
the Licensing Act 2003 to make a false statement in or in 
connection with this application. 
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PROW - IN THE BOROUGH OF ASHFORD 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE BYWAYS AT60 & AT61 
IN THE PARISH OF ROLVENDEN 
BYWAYS AT60&AT61 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Byways AT6o & AT6i. 
Byway AT6o is closed between Sandhurst Lane and 
Hastings Road, and Byway AT6i is closed between 
Alder Lane and its junction with Byway AT6o. Byways 
AT6o & AT6i are closed from the 24th March 2014. 
This Order will close the paths for a maximum of six 
months, although a further closure period may be 
necessary. 

The paths are closed because works to assess and 
repairthe path surfaces is planned and there is a 
likelihood of dangerto the public. 

There is no alternative route. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Andrew 
Hutchinson 

Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 

Or for further details on temporary closures on the 

Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH AW149 (PART) PLUCKLEY) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 

STATEMENT 

MODIFICATION ORDER 2013 

On 20 March 2014 the Kent County Council confirmed 
the above Order under Section 119 of the Highways 
Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert 
the entire width of that length of public footpath 
numbered AW149 which commences on the 
unaffected length of public footpath AW149 at 
NGR TQ 92185 45026 (Point A), 2 metres south of 
its connection with Smarden Road and runs in a 
southerly direction for 69 metres to its connection 
with the unaffected length of public footpath AW149 
at NGR TQ 92185 44957 (Point B) and to provide a 
new length of public footpath AW149 with a width 
of 2.0 metres which commences at NGRTQ 92185 
45026 (Point A) and runs for 6 metres in a west south 
westerly direction to NGRTQ 92180 45023 (Point C), 
then southerly for 61 metres to NGRTQ 92180 44960 
(Point D), thence east south easterly for 7 metres to 
its connection with the unaffected length of public 
footpath AW149 at NGR TQ 92185 44957 (Point B). 

All directions are general, all distances are 
approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge 
at the Offices of Ashford Borough Council, Ashford 
Gateway Plus, Church Road, Ashford, Kent, TN23 
1AS or at the Kent County Council, PROW 81 Access 
Service, Invicta House, Maidstone, Kent, ME141XX. 
Copies of the Order and Map may be purchased there 
at the price of £5. 

The Order comes into force on 17 April 2014, but if 
a person aggrieved by the Order wants to question 
its validity, or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the 
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of 
any regulation made underthe Act which has not 
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or 
she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act 
as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, 
within 6 weeks from the 30 March 2014, make an 
application to the High Court.. 


PROW - IN THE DISTRICT OF 
TUNBRIDGE WELLS 


NOTICE OF THE MAKING OF AN ORDER TO 
TEMPORARILY CLOSE PUBLIC FOOTPATH WB 8 
IN TUNBRIDGE WELLS 
PUBLIC FOOTPATH WB 8 

(PROHIBITION OF TRAFFIC) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 
ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 SECTION 14(1), 
AS AMENDED BY THE ROAD TRAFFIC 
(TEMPORARY RESTRICTIONS) ACT 1991 

Kent County Council has made an Order the effect of 
which is to temporarily close Public Footpath WB8, 
between Lamberts Road and Public Footpath WB6 
from the 23rd March 2014. 

The path will be closed fora maximum of six months. 
The path is closed because works are planned near it 
and there is a likelihood of dangerto users. 

The alternative route is via Lamberts Road and 
Longfield Road and will be signed for the duration of 
the closure. 

For detailed enquiries please contact Jonathan Bibby 
Contact Centre no. 03000 417171 
Or for further details on temporary closures on the 
Rights of Way network see: 

http://www.kent.gov.uk/environment_and_planning/ 

countryside_access/traffic_regulation_orders.aspx 


IN THE BOROUGH OFTUNBRIDGE WELLS 

NOTICE OF CONFIRMATION OF PUBLIC PATH ORDER 

HIGHWAYS ACT 1980 

WILDLIFE AND COUNTRYSIDE ACT 1981 

THE KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 

(PUBLIC FOOTPATH WC77A (PART) AT CRANBROOK) 

PUBLIC PATH DIVERSION AND DEFINITIVE MAP AND 

STATEMENT MODIFICATION ORDER 2014 

On 19th March 2014 The Kent County Council 

confirmed the above Order under Section 119 of the 

Highways Act 1980. 

The effect of that Order as confirmed is to divert the 
entire width of that length of public footpath WC77A 
which commences on Dig Dog Lane (C112) at NGR 
TQ8228 3892 (point A on the Order plan) and runs 
north-north-west for 42 metres to NGR TQ 8227 3896 
(point B on the Order plan). (Between the points A-B 
on the Order plan). It will add a new length of public 
footpath WC77A, with a width of 2.0 metres, which 
commences at the aforementioned point A and runs 
north-north-east for 30 metres (to NGR TQ 8230 3895, 
point C on the Order plan) and then west-north¬ 
west for 27 metres to the aforementioned point B. 
(Between the points A-C-B on the Order plan). 

All directions general, all distances approximate. 

A copy of the Order as confirmed and the Order Map 
have been placed and may be seen free of charge 
at the Tunbridge Wells Gateway, 8 Grosvenor Road, 
Royal Tunbridge Wells, Kent, TNi 2AB or at the Kent 
County Council, PROW & Access Service, Invicta 
House, Maidstone, Kent, ME14 1XX. Copies of the 
Order and Map may be purchased there at the price 
of £5. 

The Order comes into force on 19th March 2014, but 
if a person aggrieved by the Order wants to question 
its validity, or that of any provision contained in it, 
on the ground that it is not within the powers of the 
Highways Act 1980, as amended, or on the ground 
that any requirement of the Act, as amended, or of 
any regulation made underthe Act which has not 
been complied with in relation to the Order, he or 
she may under Paragraph 2 of Schedule 2 to the Act 
as applied by Paragraph 5 of Schedule 6 to the Act, 
within 6 weeks from the 30th March 2014, make an 
application to the High Court. 


Public Rights of Way and Access Service 

Kent County Council 

Invicta House 

County Hall 

Maidstone 

Kent 

ME 141 XX Dated: 30 th March 2014 


This document is available in alternative formats and can be explained in a range of languages. 
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HIGHWAYS 


Kent County Council, acting in exercise of its powers under the Road Traffic Regulation Act 1984, 
makes or intends to make, the following Orders. 



HIGHWAYS - ASHFORD AREA 


EGERTON ROAD, PLUCKLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to provide a new water connection, 
Kent County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on part of Egerton Road, 
Pluckley. 

Egerton Road will be closed in the vicinity of Prebbles 
Hill. 

A closure is planned to commence from Saturday 5 April 
2014 at 09:30 hours through until Sunday 6 April at 
17:00 hours. 

The alternative through route is via Pivington Lane, 
Hunger Hatch Lane, Pluckley Road, Smarden Road and 
Egerton Road. 

Access remains from either direction up to where 
Egerton Road is closed, but there will be no through 
access during these works. 


HART HILL, CHARING (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of telegraph pole replacement works, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on part of Hart Hill, Charing. 

Hart Hill will be closed between the junctions with 
Stonestile Farm Road and Warren Street. 

Closures are planned to commence from 16 April 2014 
for up to 2 days, off peak between 09:30 hours and 
15:30 hours each day. 

The alternative route is via Stonestile Farm Road and 
Warren Street. 


THE PINNOCK, PLUCKLEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of water mains replacement works, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of The Pinnock, Pluckley. 

The Pinnock will be closed between the junctions with 
Smarden Road and Rose Farm Road. 

A closure is planned to commence from 1 April 2014 with 
estimated completion by 23 May 2014. 

The alternative route is via Smarden Road and Rose 
Farm Road. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - CANTERBURY AREA 


CROMWELL ROAD, WHITSTABLE 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway resurfacing works, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Cromwell Road, Whitstable. 
Cromwell Road will be closed between the junctions 
with B2205 Oxford Street and Regent Street. 

Closures are planned to commence from 14 April 2014 
for up to 3 days, between 08:00 hours and 17:00 hours 
each day. 

The alternative routes are 

Westbound v\a Railway Avenue, Teynham Road, Castle 
Road, The Bridge Approach, Old Bridge Road and 
Belmont Road 

Eastbound via Oxford Street, High Street, Horsebridge, 
Sea Street, Harbour Street and Cromwell Road. 


VARIOUS ROADS, HERNE BAY (HERNE BAY MARKET) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works in connection with the re-location of 
Herne Bay Market, Kent County Council has made an 
Order to temporarily prohibit through traffic on sections 
of certain roads in Herne Bay, on or after 31 March 2014. 
The roads affected and alternative routes are as shown 
below. Only one road will be closed at any one time. 
BANK STREET will closed in phases on or after 31 March, 
between the junctions with High Street and Mortimer 
Street (possibly extending to Charles Street) 

The alternative route is via High Street, Canterbury Road 
and Mortimer Street 

WILLIAM STREET will be closed between the junctions 

with High Street and Mortimer Street 

The alternative route is via High Street, Canterbury Road, 

Central Parade and 

William Street 

MORTIMER STREET will be closed between the junctions 
with William Street and Bank Street 
The alternative route is via William Street, Central 
Parade, Canterbury Road, Charles Street and Bank 
Street. 

The exact dates of the William Street and Mortimer 
Street closures depend on progress and weather 
conditions, and will be notified locally and signposted 
on site. 

The one-way traffic orders in respect of Bank Street, 
William Street and William Street may be suspended 
as and when required, to allow essential access, as 


indicated by signage on site. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the roads outside the working hours. 


HIGHWAYS - DOVER AREA 


ALKHAM ROAD, KEARSNEY (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER APRIL 2014 

To enable rectification works to be carried out to the 
CCTV on the railway bridge, Kent County Council intends 
to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic 
on partofAlkham Road, Kearsney. 

Alkham Road will be closed in the vicinity of the railway 
bridge. 

Overnight closures are planned to commence from 14 
April 2014 for up to 3 nights, from 21:00 hours through 
until 06:00 hours each night 
The alternative route is via Alkham Road, Lower Road 
(Temple Ewell), High Street and London Road. 


GUILDCOUNT LANE, SANDWICH 

(TRAFFIC RESTRICTIONS) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

For the safety of the public and workforce whilst 
scaffolding is in place for building repairs, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily impose a 6’ 
6” width restriction on Guildcount Lane, Sandwich. 
This applies from 31 March 2014 for up to 6 weeks or 
until the works have been completed. 


HIGHWAYS - GRAVESHAM AREA 


TRAFALGAR ROAD, GRAVESEND 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because Clancy Docwra requires access to excavate the 
carriageway to enable the construction of a pumping 
station, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Trafalgar Road, Gravesend, 
on or after 31st March 2014 for up to 40 days or until the 
works have been completed 

The road will be closed between the junctions of Nine 
Elms Lane and Darnley Road. 

There will be no access for through traffic between the 
junctions with Nine Elms Lane and Darnley Road. 

The alternative route is via Trafalgar Rd -Nine Elms 
Grove-ArthurStreet-(eastbound) - Wrotham Road 
(southbound)- Old Road West(westbound)-Darnley 
Road. 


HIGHWAYS - MAIDSTONE AREA 


BOTTOM POND ROAD, WORMSHILL 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because it is necessary for tree cutting and cabling 
works, Kent County Council intends to make an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Bottom Pond Road, 
Wormshill, on or after 15 April 2014 for up to 2 days or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Manor Farm to Fair-View. 
The alternative route is via The Street, Gossy Hill Road 
and Frinsted Lane. 


LIVINGSTONE WALK, WALLIS AVENUE & WALLIS OAK 
AVENUE, MAIDSTONE (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of the demolition of buildings and construction 
of a new development, Kent County Council intends 
to make an Order that the footways will be closed 
due to the safety of the public on Livingstone Walk, 
Wallis Avenue 81 Wallis Oak Avenue, on or after 14 April 
2014 for up to 18 months or until the works have been 
completed. 

The alternative route for pedestrians is via Longshaw 
Road, Wallis Avenue, Wallis Oak Avenue and Bicknor 
Road. 


REDWALL LANE, LINTON/HUNTON 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because it is necessary to replace 1400m of drinking 
water main and related services, Kent County Council 
has made an Order prohibiting through traffic on 
Redwall Lane, Linton/Hunton, on or after 1 April 2014 for 
up to 5 months or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed from Laceys Lane to George 
Street. 

The alternative route is via A229 Linton Hill, B2163 
Heath Road, Upper Hunton Hill, Hunton Hill and East 
Street. 


(BOROUGH OF MAIDSTONE) WAITING RESTRICTIONS 
CONSOLIDATION VARIATION NO 22 ORDER 2014 

Notice is hereby given that KENT COUNTY COUNCIL 
intends to make the above named Order underthe Road 
Traffic Regulation Act 1984, and of all other enabling 
powers, and after consultation with the chief officer of 
police in accordance with Part III of Schedule 9 to the 
Act: 

The effect of the proposed named Order will introduce 
new or to amend existing waiting restrictions in the 


following lengths of road (in this part of the notice SYL 
means (single yellow lines) waiting to be prohibited 
Monday to Saturday 8:00am - 6.30pm) and No waiting 
at any time (in this part of the notice DYL means (double 
yellow lines) 

CHERRY ORCHARD WAY; DYL, both sides, from its 
junction with Tonbridge Road in a northerly direction for 
a distance of 2ometres 

TONBRIDGE ROAD; DYL, north side, from a point 
2ometres east from its junction with Cherry Orchard Way 
to a point 2ometres west of that junction. 

TONBRIDGE ROAD; SYL, north side, from its junction 
with Queens Road to a point 2ometres west of its 
junction with Cherry Orchard Way. 

TONBRIDGE ROAD; SYL, north side, from a point 
2ometres east from its junction with Cherry Orchard Way 
to a point 6ometres east of that junction. 

CHERRY ORCHARD WAY - DISABLED PARKING BAY- 
eastern side, it is also proposed that the Disabled 
Parking Bay located approximately ismetres north of its 
junction with Tonbridge Road be removed. 

Full details are contained in the proposed Order, any 
Orders which will be amended by the proposed Order, 
a statement of the Council’s reasons for proposing to 
make the Order and maps indicating the location and 
effect may be examined at the Sessions House, County 
Hall, Maidstone ME14 1XX, The Kent County Council, 

Kent Highway & Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, 
Henwood Industrial Estate, Unit 4 Javelin Way, Ashford, 
KentTN24 8AD and at the Maidstone Borough Council 
offices, Maidstone Gateway, King Street, Maidstone 
ME15 6JQ during normal office hours. 

Anyone wishing to support the new proposal or object 
to the proposed Order should send the grounds in 
writing to: The Traffic Schemes and Member Highway 
Fund Manager, The Kent County Council, Kent Highway 
81 Transportation, Ashford Highway Depot, Henwood 
Industrial Estate, Unit 4 Javelin Way, Ashford, KentTN24 
8AD or by email to TRO@kent.gov.uk, by not later than 
12 noon on Monday 21st April 2014. 


HIGHWAYS - SEVENOAKS AREA 


EYNSFORD ROAD, CROCKENHILL, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of laying a new water service to the new 
development, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on Eynsford Road, 
Crockenhill, Sevenoaks, on or after 14th April 2014 for 
up to 5 days or until the works have been completed. 
The road will be closed outside the Former Fruiters Arms 
Public House and there will be no access forthrough 
traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: Broadway, Green Court 
Road, Goldsel Road, High Street, London Road, Wested 
Lane and vice versa. 


D2267 FORK TO CROYDON ROAD, WESTERHAM 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of replacement of gas main insertion including 
service connections and mains abandonment, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on D2267 Fork to Croydon Road, 
Westerham, on or after 7th April 2014 for up to 4 weeks 
or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed at 20 Croydon Road (slip road) 
to 16 Marlborough Court and there will be no access for 
through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: Croydon Road 


KNATTS LANE, WEST KINGSDOWN 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of allowing BT safe access to boxes for 
cabling works, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on Knatts Lane, West 
Kingsdown, on or after 17th April 2014 for up to 1 day or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from the junction with Knatts 
Valley Road to the junction with Tinker Pot Lane and 
there will be no access forthrough traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via: Tinker Pot Lane, Knatts 
Valley Road. 


RYE LANE AND STATION ROAD DUNTON GREEN 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of replacement Gas Mains, Kent County Council 
intends to make an Order prohibiting through traffic on 


Rye Lane and Station Road Otford, on or after 14 April 
2014 for up to 4 weeks or until the works have been 
completed. 

The road will be closed from Rye Lane, east of the rail 
Bridge to Station Road, junction of Cresent Cottages. 
There will be no access forthrough traffic between these 
locations. 

The alternative route is via Station Road, A224 London 
Road, Pilgrims Way West, Rye Lane , Rye Lane Dunton 
Green. 

Alternative diversion route would be via Station 
Road, A224 London Road A25 Maidstone Road, A25, 
Bradbourne Vale Road, Otford Road A225, Sevenoaks 
Road , High Street, Rye Lane. 


SPODE LANE, COWDEN, SEVENOAKS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of BT works to replace a telegraph pole to 
restore service, Kent County Council intends to make 
an Order prohibiting through traffic on Spode Lane, 
Cowden, Sevenoaks, on or after 15th April 2014 for up to 
5 days or until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside the Limes along Spode 
Lane, Cowden via North Street and there will be no 
access for through traffic at this location. 

The alternative route is via: Butterwell Hill, Hartfield 
Road, B2026 Spode Lane and vice versa. 


WEALD ROAD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because Cappagh Morrison require access for a Sewer 
Connection, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting through traffic on Weald Road,Sevenoaks on 
or after 5th April 2014 for up to 14 days or until the works 
have been completed. 

The road will be closed outside 1 Weald Road. 

There will be no access forthrough traffic at this 
location. 

The alternative route is via A225 Tonbridge road, 
Gracious Lane and Weald Road. 


DARENTH VALLEY 10K - VARIOUS ROADS, SEVENOAKS 
THE ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION ACT 1984 
AS AMENDED BY ROAD TRAFFIC REGULATION 
(SPECIAL EVENTS) ACT 1994 SECT ION 16AS 

Kent County Council gives Notice that owing to the 
likelihood of dangerto the public whilst an event is 
being held on the highway on 6th April 2014 between 
the hours of o8:3oam-io:3oam, Kent County Council has 
made an Order as noted in Schedule 1 the effect will be 
to temporarily prohibit the use of Vehicles on:- 
Schedule 1 

Road Name: High Street, Eynsford Road, Eynsford 
Extent: Northbound from the entrance to Anthony 

Roper School to the junction with Gorse 
Hill. Southbound from 150 yards North of 
Priory Lane up to the entrance to Anthony 
Roper School. 

Diversion: N/A 


Road Name: High Street, Farningham 

Extent: In both directions between its junction 

with Eynsford Road and Sparepenny Lane. 

Road Name: Sparepenny Lane, Farningham 

Extent: In both directions between its junction 

with High Street, Farningham and 
Riverside. 

Diversion: from Wested Lane/Crockenhill Lane via 

the A20 and Eynsford Road. 

Road Name: Lullingstone Lane, Eynsford 

Extent: In both directions between Riverside and 

Lullingstone Castle. 

Diversion: N/A 


Road Name: Castle Road, Eynsford 

Extent: In both directions between the South 

side of the entrance to Lullingstone Park 
Visitors Centre and the junction with 
Castle Farm Road. 

Diversion: via High Street, Shoreham and the A225. 

The Order will become effective on 30th March 2014. 
The restrictions/prohibitions specified in this notice 
will apply only during such times and to such extent as 
indicated by traffic signs in operation. 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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HIGHWAYS 


HIGHWAYS - THANET AREA 


The alternative route for the above restriction will be: as 
noted in Schedule 1. 

Nothing in the Orderwill apply to: 

Any Vehicle being used for Ambulance purposes, 
Coastguard/RNLI, Fire Brigade or Police services. 

• Anything done by a Statutory Undertakervehicle in 
connection with an emergency repair. 

• Anything done with the permission or at the 
direction of a KCC traffic Marshall, Event Organisers 
or a Police Constable in Uniform 

For further information please contact Kent County 
Council Roadworks North West Team on 03000 418181. 


HIGHWAYS - SWALE AREA 


HALSTOW LANE & THE STREET, LOWER HALSTOW 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to install village gateways, Kent 
County Council has made an Orderto temporarily 
prohibit through traffic on sections of Halstow Lane and 
The Street, Lower Halstow, on or after 31 March 2014. 
HALSTOW LANE will be closed from 31 March 2014 for 
up to 2 days 

The closure is in the vicinity of the cricket ground. 

The alternative route is via Halstow Lane, Holywell Lane 
and Breach Lane 

THE STREET will be closed from 2 April 2014 for up to 2 
days 

The closure is in the vicinity of Neptune Bungalow, to the 

north of the junction with Vicarage Lane 

The alternative route is via Sheerness Road, Basser Hill, 

High Oak Hill, Wardwell Lane and Vicarage Lane 

Due to the nature of the works, it is unlikely that roads 

can be re-opened outside working hours 


HIGH STREET, BLUETOWN, SHEERNESS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to install new water connections to 
Sheerness Docks, Kent County Council has made an 
Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on part of 
High Street, Bluetown, Sheerness. 

A closure is planned to commence from 1 April 2014 for 
up to 3 days or until the works have been completed. 
High Street will be closed in the vicinity of number 31, 
with no through access between High Street and Chapel 
Street. 

The alternative route is via High Street, A249 Brielle Way 
and Chapel Street. 

The One-way Traffic Order in respect of High Street, 
Bluetown will be suspended from the roundabout 
junction with High Street to the junction with Chapel 
Street, to allow essential access from either direction up 
to where the road is closed. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


COTTINGTON ROAD, MINSTER 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of works to install cabling forthe forthcoming 
Solar Farm, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Orderto temporarily prohibit through traffic on sections 
of Cottington Road, Minster, on or after 14 April 2014. 
Cottington Road will be closed in 2 phases between St 
Augustine’s Golf Club and the junction with Thorne Hill. 
Phase 1 - Cottington Road closed between the railway 
bridge and Cottington Link (to and from Richborough 
Way / Hengist Way) 

The alternative route is via Foads Lane, Cliffs End Road, 
Sandwich Road, A299 Hengist Way and Cottington Link 
Phase2 - Cottington Road closed between Cottington 
Link and the junction with Thorne Hill. 

The alternative route is via Cottington Link, A299 
Hengist Way, Tothill Street, Foxborough Lane, The Lanes 
and Grinsell Hill. 

Closures are planned to commence from 14 April 2014, 
with estimated completion by no later than 6 May 2014. 
The exact dates of the phases depend on progress with 
the work and ground conditions. 

Due to the nature of these works, it will not be possible 
to re-open the road outside the working hours. 


COXES LANE, BROADSTAIRS (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 
TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway pothole repairs, Kent County 
Council has made an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Coxes Lane, Broadstairs. 

Coxes Lane will be closed between the junctions with 
Fairlawn Road and Northwood Road. 

Closures are planned to commence from 3 April 2014 for 
up to 2 days from 08:30 to 16:00. 

The alternative route is via Coxes Lane, A254 Margate 
Road and Northwood Road. 


NORTHWOOD ROAD, BROADSTAIRS 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of carriageway pothole repairs, Kent County 
Council intends to make an Orderto temporarily prohibit 
through traffic on part of Northwood Road, Broadstairs. 
Northwood Road will be closed between the junctions 
with Westwood Road and Millennium Way. 

Overnight closures are planned to commence from 14 
April 2014 for up to 4 nights, between 18:30 hours and 
00:30 hours each night. 

The alternative routes are 

Southbound via Westwood Road, Rumfields Road, 

Pyson’s Road, A254 Margate Road and Northwood Road 


Northbound via Northwood Road, A254 Margate Road 
and Westwood Road 

Access to Sycamore Close will be maintained from one 
or other direction, as signposted on site. 


HIGHWAYS - TONBRIDGE & MALLING AREA 


A20 LONDON ROAD, EAST MALLING 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because it is necessary to lay BT ducting in the 
carriageway, Kent County Council has made an Order 
prohibiting traffic travelling at any speed greater than 
3omph on A20 London Road, East Mailing, on or after 5 
April 2014 for up to 7 days or until the works have been 
completed. 

The restriction will be from Lunsford Lane to 30m east of 
Winterfield Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - TUNBRIDGE WELLS AREA 


OLD CHURCH ROAD, PEMBURY 

(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because it is necessary to install ducts and electric 
cables, Kent County Council intends to make an 
Order prohibiting through traffic on Old Church Road, 
Pembury, on or after 14 April 2014 for up to 2 weeks or 
until the works have been completed. 

The road will be closed from Redwings Lane to The 
Pumping Station. 

The alternative route is via Old Church Road, Pembury 
Hall Road, Dislingbury Road/Half Moon Lane, Amhurst 
Bank Road and Redwings Lane. 


SWATLANDS LEVEL CROSSING, LUCKS LANE, PADDOCK 
WOOD (PROHIBITION OF DRIVING) 

TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

Because of maintenance to the railway tracks, Kent 
County Council intends to make an Order prohibiting 
through traffic on Swatlands Level Crossing, Lucks Lane, 
Paddock Wood, on or after 20 April 2014 for up to 1 night 
between oi.oohrs and 04.oohrs or until the works have 
been completed. 

The alternative route is via B2160 Maidstone Road, 
Wagon Lane, Queen Street, Lucks Lane. 


HIGHWAYS - WEST KENT 


VARIOUS ROADS, MAIDSTONE (RESURFACING) 
(PROHIBITION OF DRIVING & SUSPENSION OF WEIGHT 
RESTRICTION) TEMPORARY ORDER 2014 

To allow a programme of carriageway resurfacing works 
to be carried out, Kent County Council has made an 
Order to restrict traffic on various roads in Maidstone, as 
shown below. 

The Order will become effective on or after 6th April 
2014 for up to 2 weeks between 2i.oohrs and os.oohrs, 
or until the works have been completed. 

SCHEDULE 

Running Horse Roundabout, Boxley 

The full gyratory of the roundabout will be closed. 
Diversion via A229 Chatham Road/Royal Engineers 
Road/Fairmeadow 

Forstal Road, Boxley 

Closed from The Running Horse Roundabout for 100 
metres 

Diversion via Forstal Road, Station Road, Hall Road, A20 
London Road, A229 Fairmeadow/Royal Engineers Road/ 
Chatham Road 

Sandling Lane, Boxley 

Closed from Boarley Lane to A229 Cobtree Roundabout 
Diversion via Sandling Lane and Penenden Heath Road 

A 229 Chatham Road, Boxley 

Closed from the exit slip of the roundabout for its entire 
length 

Diversion via A229 Blue Bell Hill/Lord Leas Roundabout, 
A229 Blue Bell Hill/Chatham Road/Royal Engineers 
Road/Fairmeadow 

Bailey Bridge Road, Aylesford 

Temporary suspension of weight 7.5 ton restriction 

A 229 Royal Engineers Road 

Closed from the slip road of the roundabout for its entire 
length 


John Burr 

Director of Highways & Transportation 
Kent County Council 
Invicta House 
County Hall, 

Maidstone 

Kent ME 141 XQ Dated 30 th March 2014 


For further information, please contact 
Kent County Council Highways and Transportation, 
on 03000 418181 (local rate) 
or visit www.kent.gov.uk/highways 
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Sport 



FORMULA WON: The Kent circuit has played host to the top drivers of the age and seen some amazing racing over the years, including the legendary Jim Clarke, who won its first-ever Grand Prix 

Fifty years on, Brands Hatch 
remembers first Grand Prix 


It started with Jim Clark in a Lotus in 1964 and finished in 1986 with Nigel Mansell in his Williams- 
Honda... Greg Miles looks back at the West Kingsdown track’s memorable 14-Grand Prix history 


HIS summer will mark 50 
years since Formula One 
first graced the tarmac at 
Brands Hatch. 

The legendary Jim Clark 
drove his Lotus to victory in 1964 to 
herald an exciting new era for the 
West Kingsdown circuit. 

In the event it hosted just 14 Grand 
Prix, both British and European, 
sharing in alternate years with the 
event’s current home, Silverstone. 

Nevertheless, there were plenty of 
memorable moments from those days 
to be cherished by the thousands of 
spectators who packed the grand¬ 
stands from 1964 to 1986. 

Brands was able to host Formula 
One, having had redevelopment work 
back in 1960. 

The track length was doubled and a 
new short track of 2.65 miles created 
... and the rest, as they say, is history. 

Things ended on a sad note in the 
final Grand Prix in 1986. In a first-lap 
incident at Paddock Bend, Jacques 
Laffite broke both legs crashing head- 
54 Week ending March 30,2014 


on into the wall on the right side of 
the track, an accident that spelt the 
end of his career. 

It was in that race as well that Nigel 
Mansell set the Grand Prix configur¬ 
ation’s lap record in his Williams- 
Honda in a time of 1:09.593 

The event was moved because of 
safety concerns as the circuit’s fast 
and tightly-packed corners presented 
too much of a risk for the increasing 
speed of FI cars that had moved on 
immeasurably from those that raced 
there in the 60s. 

Aa a result, since 1987 every Brit¬ 
ish Grand Prix has been held at 
Silverstone in Northamptonshire. 

There were attempts to bring it 
back to Brands Hatch in 2002, but it 
never materialised as planning per¬ 
mission for the required improve¬ 
ments never got off the ground. 

It almost moved to Donington Park 
for 10 years from 2010, but the track 
failed to find the necessary funding in 
time and instead Silverstone signed a 
17-year agreement until 2026. 


One man who remembers coming 
to Brands is David Scott, the race 
operations manager for MotorSport 
Vision, which owns the circuit. 

His interest in motorsport began 
on some rather unusual days out 
with the man who founded the Mack¬ 
intosh toffee empire, Lord Harold 
Mackintosh. 

He said: “1964 was my first recol- 

kk I have done every 
British Grand Prix and 
some of the European 
ones at Brands. I was 
here for Lauda and 
Hunt, the atmosphere 
was incredible... vv 


David Scott, 

MotorSport Vision 


lection of coming here. We weren’t 
here on the main race day but came 
on the Saturday. 

“My dad was a chauffeur for Lord 
Mackintosh and his family house was 
up in Norfolk, not far from Snetter- 
ton. We used to go from the factory 
and drop by his house and then Snet- 
terton race track. 

“I have done every British Grand 
Prix and some of the European ones 
at Brands. I was here for the Lauda 
and Hunt incident, too. The atmos¬ 
phere was just incredible that day. 

“I think I was clerk of the course 
for one of the support races on that 
weekend, so during the FI stuff I was 
able to watch it. 

“I would sit on the grassy hill at 
Graham Hill Bend and watch the cars 
coming through - it was a great sight.” 

Modern technology has obviously 
made things faster and given the au¬ 
dience a greater insight into what 
goes on, but Scott prefers the old days. 

“The Formula One infrastructure is 
just colossal,” he said. “There is a lot 


of hype about it now. In the early days 
it was a bunch of cars going around. 
But now it’s set up as something spe¬ 
cial. I think it has probably come a bit 
too far. 

“The drivers are not the characters 
they used to be. Their interviews you 
could shut your eyes and it could be 
any one of them. It’s all the same. 

“The whole thing is on a different 
level now. There simply is not enough 
space now [at Brands]. It would need 
a huge redevelopment. When you see 
the number of back-up vehicles need¬ 
ed at Silverstone, you understand.” 

Having been behind the scenes, 
Scott gave some insight into what life 
is like on a race day. 

“In race control there is generally 
an air of calm,” he said. “If you go into 
race control at Silverstone it’s virtu¬ 
ally silent in there. 

“There’s people commenting and a 
bit of radio traffic, but it’s very quiet. 

“Even when there’s a bit of action 
and cars are off the track, there’s an 
air of organisation.” 
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BRANDS HATCH GRAND PR1X WINNERS 
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Jim Clark 

British GP 
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versus Niki Lauda 

BRITISH fans were hopeful of a 
home victory for their hero James 
Hunt in race nine of the season at 
Brands Hatch. 

But his nemesis Austrian Niki 
Lauda took pole position in 
qualifying, with Hunt in second. 

Lauda’s team-mate Clay 
Regazzoni made a quick start and 
got up to second and challenged 
Lauda. The two touched and 
Regazzoni span. 

Hunt and Jacques Laffite hit 
him, which left debris strewn all 
over the track, meaning the race 
had to be restarted. 

In a controversial move, Hunt, 
Regazzoni and Laffite were all 
forced to take part in the 
restarted race in spare cars. 

Lauda and Hunt resumed their 
battle, with Regazzoni in tow. He 
retired midway through with 
Lauda leading comfortably, but 
the Austrian suffered problems of 
his own, meaning Hunt took the 
lead with 15 minutes to go. 

He went on to win, but the 
drama did not end there. Ferrari 
Tyrell and the Fittipaldi team 
appealed against Hunt being 
allowed to take part in the spare 
car and it went to the FIA, which 
decided two months later to 
disqualify Hunt, giving Lauda the 
race win. 

The duo’s famous rivalry 
continued throughout the season, 
with the Brit coming out on top as 
the 1976 World Champion. 

The story was turned into the 
film Rush, released last year and 
filmed at Brands. 


Hawkins on the march as he 
tackles O’Sullivan conqueror 


DITTON snooker-player Barry Hawkins has 
made it through to the quarter-finals of the 
Players Championship Grand Final in Preston. 

He battled through his second-round fixture 
to take an enthralling match 4-3 against Welsh¬ 
man Ryan Day, having led 1-0, 2-1 and 3-2 only 
for Day to level the frames each time. 

Neither player compiled large breaks, Hawk- 
kins’s highest being 43 in the first frame and 54 
in the third. 

Hawkins finally overcame his opponent, how¬ 
ever, by taking the final frame 56-42 at the 
Guild Hall. 

The Kent man was due to face another tough 
test on Friday evening when he was scheduled 
to take on China’s Yu Delu, who beat the ever- 
unpredictable Ronnie O’Sullivan 4-3 in the last 
round. 



POT STUFF: Hawkins 



FINDING TARGET: Craig Fagan 


Lavish praise 
for ‘terrific’ 
striker Fagan 

GILLINGHAM boss Peter Taylor has 
heaped praise on striker Craig Fagan, 
who scored the only goal in his side’s 
superb win away to Milton Keynes 
Dons on Tuesday night. 

Taylor told the club website: “I’m 
delighted for Craig because he has 
been playing out of position ever 
since he has been here and he’s never 
really played up front alongside a 
striker, which is what he is known for. 

“He has played wide right in a 
three and wide right in a four and he 
just gets on with it. His record of 
times he has started where we then 
get a draw or a win is terrific. 

“I don’t think people realise what 
he does for the team, and to get the 
goal was terrific.” 


Invicta forced to 
change away date 

FOLKESTONE Invicta have expressed 
their disappointment that Guernsey 
have had to change the date of their 
Ryman One South fixture against 
them from April 26 to April 25 due 
to their ground being double-booked. 

“This completely unforeseen event 
is very disappointing for supporters 
from both clubs,” said a statement. 

Saunders agrees 
Stones extension 

MAIDSTONE United manager Jay 
Saunders will be staying at the 
Gallagher Stadium until summer 
2015 at least following the signing of 
a one-year extension to his rolling 
contract. 

“I am delighted and it’s an honour 
to have the opportunity to carry on 
as first-team manager,” he said. 

Tricky Treddy 
keeps it tight 

KENT spinner James Tredwell did 
not take a wicket but played an 
important part in England’s 
win over Sri Lanka in the World 
Twenty20 tournament on Thursday. 

Treadwell took 0-36 in his four 
overs as Sri Lanka were restricted to 
189-4, a total that England chased 
down with four balls to spare. 


Holloway moves to Dartford on loan 


FORMER Arsenal goalkeeper Craig 
Holloway will be spending the rest of 
the season on loan with Skrill Pre¬ 
mier side Dartford. 

He has moved to Princes Park from 


Margate, where he served as both 
caretaker boss and joint manager. 

“I’ll be on bench but it’s good op to 
be involved in some big games,” he 
said on Twitter. 


Keep up-to-date with all Kent’s sports news via social media on: 

Twitter @KentSport ^ Facebookwww.facebook.com/kentsport.3 
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WAS £1398 
NOW £899 


SAVE £499 


Rimini Fabric Collection 

3 seater sofa & 2 arm chairs 


SPRING 


SALE 


WAS £999 
NOW £599 

SAVE £400 


SINGLE DIVAN BEDS 
SINGLE MATTRESSES 
DOUBLE DIVAN BEDS 
DOUBLE MATTRESSES 


WAS £329 
NOW £229 

SAVE £100 


FROM £99 
FROM £49 
FROM £149 
FROM £89 


High Seat Chairs FROM £199 frldrui yfidAe. sFiresiAe (^(uur& - at d ^tdncz nDUv available- to tiny onCinz 

Choice of fabric, choice of wood colour. Matching 2 seaters available on all chairs 


Simply Sofas & Beds 


call now: 01634 296905 

39 High Street, Strood, Kent 
OPEN: Mon-Sat 9-5.30 Sun Closed 


www.simplysofasandbeds.co.uk 

• Leather & fabric sofas & Sofa beds • Divans • Bedframes • Mattresses 
• Wing chairs • Footstools • Headboards 

SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE SALE 
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